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Short Lr after the arrival of his Excellency the 
Count Ruis de Castilla at Quito, the capital of 
his government, the collegians of San Fernando 
presented him with four theatrical representa- 
tions, at which the whole of the nobility attended 
as spectators. The pieces chosen were Cato, 
Andromacha, Zoraida, and the Auraucana, the 
whole of them tending in their design and 
argument to inculcate a spirit of freedom, a 
love of liberty, and principles of republicanism. 
However, as is often the case with people who 
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visit public exhibitions with a predetermination 
to be pleased, this tendency passed unobserved 
by the president and the other members of the 
government. Inattentive to what the state of 
afiaira iu the mother country might produce in 
the colonies, the American rulers judged that 
they themselves were surrounded by the same 
obedient vassals whom their predecessors had 
governed, without ever dreaming that the 
people were awake to what was actually passing 
in the parent state ; for, although the opportu- 
nity of deriving information from the press was 
prevented by the government, yet the Ameri> 
cans who resided in Spain at this period were 
very actively employed in communicating to 
their friends in America the true state of afiaiirs, 
and the natives were generally better informed 
of what passed in the mother country, than the 
Spaniards resident in America or even the 
government itself; because Spanish corres- 
pondents being loath to place their property 
in America in jeopardy, or judging that the 
colonists had only to obey whatever orders they 
might receive, either gave indistinct or favour- 
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After the performance of the pieces^ I be- 
came gradually acquainted with the individuals 
who had selected them — Dr. Quiroga and Don 
Manuel Morales; the former an advocate of 
some respectability^ a native of Arequipa in 
Peru, married in Quito ; the latter, a native of 
the city of Mariquita in the Viceroyalty of Santa 
¥6 de Bogotd, had been secretary to the 
government when the Baron de Carondelet was 
President; but having offended him. Morales 
was discarded from his situation by the orders 
of the Baron. He hoped to have been restored 
on the arrival of the Count Ruis ; but this chief 
having in his suite a young advocate of the name 
of Don Tomas Arrechaga, whom he had edu- 
cated, and for whom he wished to provide, the 
claims of Morales were disregarded, and 
Arreehaga was nominated secretary to the 
government. 

Morales was possessed of a strong mind, 
had received a liberal education, and having 
been employed many years in the secretary's 
office, had obtained a knowledge of the affairs 
of the government and an insight into the 
intrigues of the Spanish court. He considered 
himself unjustly dealt with by the Baron de 
Carondelet, and more so by the Count Ruis, 
who could only know his failings through the too 



<^a diitorted medium of repent : he saw his 
utuatioQ filled by a stranger, himself an exile» 
Kud was determined to be revenged on those 
whom he regarded as the supporters if not 
the authors of his disgrace. To this end cir* 
cumstances that could not possibly escape his 
d}Bervation aided him ; and had not rashness 
prompted him to execute bis designs pre- 
maturely, he might hare succeeded, and hare 
lived to receive the thanks of his countrymen ; 
whereas, his ashes can only be revered by 
them, his name can only dwell in their memo- 
ries with painful regret, or gratitude drop a tear 
at the recollection of his untimely death. 

Quiroga was of an unquiet aspiring disposi- 
tion, rash and undaunted in his undertakings, 
but very self-opiniated ; unable to brook con- 
troul in any shape, but open to conviction 
when persuasion was the medium. He was 
successful as a pleader at the bar, loquacious 
and eloquent, but even here his hasty temper 
drove him into difficulties ; lie was repeatedly 
reprimanded by the tribunal, and at length was 
not only mulct, but even suspended from the 
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it; that the Regent and Oidores had taken 
possession of their seats on the bench contrary 
to law, or held them contrary to justice; and be 
proved his assertions by stating the cases^ 
quoting the laws^ and citing the regulations of 
the tribunal. This necessarily drew down upon 
him the hatred of the members, and obliged 
him to leave the bar. Quiroga was the con* 
stant companion of Morales, and, like him, 
expected that on the arrival of Count Ruis, an 
appeal to his Excellency, as President of the 
royal audience, would restore him to the exer« 
cise of his profession ; but a report from the 
Regent Bustillas prevented the fulfilment of 
his expectations, and this circumstance drove 
him to despair. 

These two disappointed individuals chose 
the dramatic pieces which were performed aft 
the college of San Fernando in October, 1809^ 
selected perhaps in order to probe the govern- 
ment ; if so, the result was completely sa-^ 
tisfactory to their views, for not the least 
suspicion was evinced, nor any alarm taken. 

In February, 1809, Captain Salinas, who 
was commander of the infantry at Quito, in« 
formed two friars. Father Polo and another, 
of a plan that was about to be formed to 
depose the Spanish authorities in Quito, and 
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be broaght orer to second the [^ans of Monies 
and Quin^ ; and this was easily effected — the 
l^an was novel, and promised a succession of 
what was most congenial to his feelings. 

Dr. Biofrio was a secular clergyman, o( a 
■alien morose temper, ready to coincide ytitb 
any set of men whose plans were calculated to 
Ind defiance to any thmg that did not pleastf 
bin ; yet, whether from natural imbecility, or 
natural cowardice, he seemed to be only an 
instrument, and probably became acquainted 
with the plans iu a^tation by being a ^quent 
visitor at a house in Quito where Morales had 
lived, and on account of his own bouse being 
sometimes the rendence of Morales, when he 
was estranged from Quito by the President Ca- 
fondelet. This man and Salinas were both na- 
tives of Quito, but neither of them of families of 
rank or fortune, idthougfa from the situations 
which both had held they were very re- 
^lectable. 

After the release of the four denounced 
conspirators, Salinas and Riofrio returned to 
their former occupations ; Qniroga to his home. 
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assured thSgit their names had never been men*: 
tioned by tHe prisoners, who wiiformly denied 
having any knowledge of it; and Salmaa 
protested against having mentioned any thing 
concerning it to the friars. Thus by a fortunate 
accident the plans of the government were: 
frustrated, the prosecution ceased, and tho; 
prisoners were liberated. This occurrence^ 
however, taught them to be more on the alerts 
and to be more careful in future ; but the torch 
was lighted, and although the flame had been; 
smothered for a short time, it was not extin-^ 
guished. . 

The character of Salinas was well known to 
Morales and Quiroga. He was a true Quiteno,* 
volatile and variable, embracing every novel 
object with avidity, without reflection, or dis-. 
crimination ; the pursuit of any new scheme 
was as ardently begun by Salinas, as it waa 
easily abandoned the moment it ceased to be 
new, or the moment that another was suggested; 
but as this officer was at the head of the infantry, 
which consisted of about four hundred men,^ 
with part of which he had been formerly sta- 
tioned at Panama, and which in , their opinion' 
was considered a campaign in a foreign country, 
he had become the idol pf the soldiers ; so that 
it was absolutely necessary that Salinas should 
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luid not time to meditate on the elfecte which 
might be produced by it in the country in which 
they were stationed — satined that the colonies 
must follow the &te of the parent state, just as 
if it had been annexed to it by the ties of nature, 
instead of being attached to it by the most un- 
natural connexions. But the bubble burst when 
and where it was perhaps least expected to 
happen, and although the effects of the explo* 
sion were soon repressed, yet it rent the veil, 
and laid the foundation of that emancipation 
which the whole of the heretofore enslaved 
nations of the new world now enjoy. 

On the morning of the 10th of August, 
1809, at an early hour, two natives of Quito, 
Ante and Aguire, waited on the president with a 
letter. The orderly who was at the door of the 
antechamber objected to carry any letter or 
message to his Excellency at so unusual an hour; 
but Ante persisted in the necessity of its imme- 
diate delivery, saying, that it contained matters 
ofimportancefromthe JomtaSoberaka, sove* 
reign junta, a name as new in the ears of the 
orderly as was the body itself new in America. 
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^ From the sovereign junta to the Count Ruis^ 
ex-president of Quito,'' dressed himself, and 
read the following : 

'' The present unsettled state of Spain, the 
total annihilation of the lawfully constituted 
authorities, and the dangers of the crown of the 
beloved Ferdinand VIL and his domains falling 
into the hands of the tyrant of Europe, have 
impelled our trans-atlantic brothers to form 
provincial governments for their personal 
security, as well against the machinations of 
some of their traitorous countrymen, unworthy 
of the name of Spaniards, as against the arms 
of the common enemy : the loyal inhabitants of 
Quito, resolved to secure to their legitimate King 
and Master this part of his kingdom, have 
established a sovereign junta in this city of 
San^ Francisco de Quito, of which, and by the 
command of his Serene Highness the President 
and the vocal members, I have the honour to 
inform your lordship, and to announce to you, 
that the functions of the members of the old 
government have ceased : God preserve your 
lordship many years. Hall of the junta in 
Quito, August 10th, 1809: Manuel Morales 
secretary of the interior." 

After reading this unexpected epistle, his 
Excellency entered the antechamber, and walked 



11 'TBATBUIN 

•tniwds the messoigera. who inquired iriietlieif 
he bad received the note, and on being anawered 
in the affirmative, they bowed, turned round, 
tnd retired. The count followed them to the 
outer door and attempted to paM it, bat he wat 
prevented by the lentry. He now sent fail 
orderly to call the officer of the guard, who 
politely answered, that he could not consistently 
•rith the orders he had received, speak with 
the Count, pronouncing the last word with 
considerable emphasis. A great number of 
people began to assemble in the square 
before the palace, at six o'clock, when a royal 
salute was fired, and the military music, sta^ 
tioned on the esplanade in front of the palace, 
cobtimied plajring some national airs tiQ nine 
o'clodc. At this time the members of the new 
executive government met, the Marquis of 
Selva Al^^ president, the vocal members, the 
Marquis of Orellana, Marquis of Solanda, 
Count of Casa Guerrero, Marquis of Miraflores, 
Don Manuel Zambrano, Don Manuel Mateus, 
and Don Pedro Montnfar, the two ministers. 
Morales and Quiroga ; the declaration of the 
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he refused to assist at this or any subsequeat 
hieeting. 

The whole of the revolutionary change was 
effected in the night of the ninth. Morales came 
to Quito, and, with Quiroga, convened a meet* 
ing ; he informed the members of the risk in 
which the country at large stood, set forth the 
intention of the government to acknowledge 
Napoleon as their sovereign, because the King* 
of Spain had ceded their sovereignty to him^ 
and exhorted them at the same time to preserve 
themselves and this part of the Spanish domin-f 
ions from the fate that awaited the rest ; and 
this he told them could only be done by estab- 
lishing a provincial government in the name of 
Fernando, and of removing all suspicious per« 
sons from their offices. This harangue was 
nothing but a matter of form, because all the 
preliminaries had been agreed on beforehand* 
SaUnas, being present, was deputed to bring 
over the soldiers, which he immediately did ; 
he went to the barracks, and having formed the 
in&mtry in the square or patio — he informed 
them that their beloved King was a prisoner 
in France ; expatiated on his sufferings ; told 
them that the existing governments in America 
were determined to deUver up the country to 
the common enemy, and concluded by asking 
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tbeiD, whether they would defend their belored 
Ferdmand, or become the slaves of Booaparte ? 
The deluded soldiers immediately shouted Viva 
Femaodo Septimo I Viva Quito ! The command- 
ant of the cavalry, Don Joaquin Saldumbide; 
received orders for the same purpose, and exe- 
cuted them in the same manner. On the return 
of these two individuals to the junta, they 
ware commanded to give the necessary orders 
to the different guards, and to administer to the 
troops the following oath : 

" I swear by God and on the cross of my 
sword, to defend my legitimate King, Ferdinand 
VII. ; to maintain and protect his rights ; to 
support the purity of the holy Roman Catholic 
Church ; and to obey the constituted autho- 
rities." 

Ailer the concluuon of this ceremony, the 
necessary orders were given to the officer of the 
guard at the president's palace, barracks, and 
prisons : a guard was placed at the door of each 
suspected person, particularly at those of the 
Regent and Oidores ; and the members of the 
government retired to their houses. 
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ately come to Quito, and take possession of the 
supreme command of the government of the 
kingdom. Thus, in one night, without blood- 
shed or even without any popular commotion, a 
government which had been established fot 
more than three centuries was displaced, and ft 
new one erected on its basis. 

The Marquis of Selva Alegre arrived on the 
morning of the tenth, and was visited by the 
members of the new government, while the 
two ministers proceeded on their duty to place 
new officers and clerks in the secretary's office, 
and to take charge of the archives belonging to 
the royal audience. 

The character of Selva Alegre is almost in- 
definable. As a private man he was extremely 
kind and polite, having more of the polished- 
courtier about him than might be supposed to 
exist in an individual born in what may be 
termed a sequestered country. Both in his 
town and country house a great deal of taste 
and splendour were exhibited, in a manner 
somewhat uncommon at Quito ; yet neither his 
income nor his popularity could in any way be 
compared to those of Miraflores nor Solanda. 
As a public character Selva Alegre was ex- 
tremely unfit; wavering and timid, wishing 
rather to reconcile the two parties than to sup- 



port either; load of show and parade, but 
fnghteoed at his own shadow, as if it 'mocked 
him. At the gaze of the people he would, lik« 
a peacock, have allowed his gaudy plumage to 
ftll to the ground ; he would have endeavoured 
to hide himself, or, as the most enthusiastic 
Quitenos expressed themselves, " his shoes did 
not fit him." 

Oq the Uiirteenth the new government visited 
the church of the Carmen Alto, the different 
members dressed in their robes of ceremwy; 
His Serene Highness in the full costume of the 
Order of Charles HI., of which he wasakntght; 
the members of the junta in scarlet and black ; 
the two mioisters were distinguished by large 
plumes in their hats; the corporation, officers 
of the treasury, and other tribunals, in their 
old Spanish unifcvms, and the military in blue, 
&ced with white instead of red, as heretofore. 

After the thirtemth of August, anarchy be- 
gan to preside at all the meetings of the junta. 
Morales insisted on a reform in the regulations 
of the tribunals ; Quiroga, Uiat preparatitHis 
ofiensive and defensive against the neighbouring 



SOUTH AMERICA. 1? 

and detachments sent to Guallabamba against 
the Pastusos, and to Huaranda, to prevent an 
invasion by the Guayaquilenos. The people 
began to shew marks of discontent, particularly 
dreading a scarcity of salt, whigh article was 
procured from Guayaquil. The governor of 
Guayaquil first threatened to invade the pro- 
vinces, next the Viceroy of Santa F^, and lastly 
the Viceroy of Peru. Advices arrived that 
troops from these different quarters were abso- 
lutely on. their march, and to complete the 
consternation of the people, the Count Ruis 
retired from his palace into the country, to a 
small quinta, or country seat, two leagues from 
the city, where he remained, till on the night of 
the eighth of November a deputation from the 
sovereign junta waited on him with proposals 
for his reini^tatement in the presidency, to which 
he acceded. On the part of the president the 
condition was, that the members of the junta 
should retire to their respective homes, and 
become quiet citizens, as before the tenth of 
August ; and on the part of the junta, that what 
had passed should be referred to the central 
junta in Spain, and that no prosecution should 
take place against them until the resolution of 
the representative authority of Spain should be 
known. These simple preliminaries being 
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agreed to, his excellency the Count Ruii entered 
Quito on the following morning, and was re- 
ceived widi the most enthusiastic dem<»istratioQB 
of joy ; the inhabitants and the members of the 
ex-junta presented themselves, and made a 
tender of their several titles, which were ac- 
cepted by the president, and with all the acta 
and other papers belonging to the intrusive 
government, as it was stiled, were ordered to 
be burnt; but Arrechaga, instead of obeying 
the order given to him, kept them with the most 
depraved intention for the most execrable pur^ 
poses. 

On the second of December the auxiliary 
troops arrived frcun Lima and Guayaquil, com- 
posed of five hundred infantry, and fifty artillery 
men, under the command of Ckilonel Arredonda. 
The inhabitants of Quito, relying on the fulfil- 
Uient of the conditions agreed to by the Count 
Ruis, erected triumphal arches to receive them> 
and strewed Sowers along the streets as they 
passed ; but scarcely had they taken quiet pos- 
session of the city, and disbftided the native 
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solicitude on the law of power, that good faith 
ought not to be kept with traitors. The count 
bad the wes^ness to accede to the request of 
Arredonda, and an order was immediately issued 
commanding Don Manuel Arredonda, Colonel 
of Infantry, and Commandant of the Pacifying 
Troops, tropas pacificadaras, to arrest all th^ 
persons who had been concerned in the late 
rebellion, the names of whom were subminis*' 
tered by Arrechaga, and on the twelfth of 
December upwards of fifty of the most respect* 
able inhabitants of Quitp were dragged from 
their homes, and immured in cells in the bar-' 
racks. Judge Fuertes Amar was again appointed 
to form the proceso crhmnaL Every succeeding 
day brought new victims to the prison, for no( 
only those who had taken an active part in the 
afifdr were apprehended, but many individuals 
also* to whom letters had been written by the 
insurgents ; and some because they had no^ 
declared themselves hostile to the revolutionary 
government ; however the Regent, Oidores, Fis^ 
9als, and other persons who had remained 
neuter, and some Spaniards in o$ce who had 
kept their places during the administration of 
the junta, were not included in the number; 
but the Bishop, who, being an American, waa^ 
included in the liist of insurgents, and accused 



of having connired at the treason of his flodc, 
because be did not anathematize them, interdict 
the placea of public worship, and sentence to 
everlasting torments all schismatics to royalty 
and passive obedience. 

Two -hundred more soldiers arrived from 
8anta F^ de Bogotd, and brought with them 
a greater security to the ministers of despotism, 
and the whole of the provinces of Quito groaned 
under their- tyranny. Many of the most 
wealthy inhabitants fled to their estates in the 
country, and many, although totally uncon- 
nected with the affairs of the junta, were 
afraid of being swept away by the torrent of 
persecution.. Among those who fortunately 
absconded, and eluded the vigilance of the 
government, was the Marquis of Selva Alegre : 
the Marquis of Miraflores died of grief in his 
Own house,- and a guard of soldiers was placed 
over him even till he was interred. 

Not content with imprisoning those persona 
who might be termed the ringleaders, the sol- 
diers were taken into custody, and placed in a 
separate prison, called the presidio. This 



SOUTH AMERICA. 21 

the labourer as well as the residence of his em- 
ployer — the cabin of the indigent as well as the 
mansion of the wealthy. Provisions became 
daily more scarce in the city, the soldiery in the 
same ratio became more insolent, when, to 
crown the state of desperation among all 
classes of the inhabitants, except the natives 
of Spain who resided here, the examination of 
the prisoners was concluded, and the vista 
^ccU was drawn up. This horrible production, 
worthy of its author, Arrechaga, divided the 
prisoners into three classes, but sentenced them 
all to death: their number was eighty- four, 
including the prisoners and the absent, who 
were oiitlawed ; even the Bishop was not ex- 
cluded, although, according to the laws of 
Spain, he could only be tried by the council of 
Castile. Distress, affliction, and grief now 
reigned triumphant : mothers, wives, and daugh- 
ters filled the air with their cries for mercy on 
their sons, their husbands, and their brothers, 
who had been torn from them and immured in 
dungeons, where they were not allowed to 
visit them; and who lay under sentence of 
an ignominious death, no hopes being left, ex- 
cept that the president would not confirm the 
sentence, and in this hope they were aot 
deceived. 



When the proceso was concluded, and ie< 
quired no more than the veto of the preaidentt 
it was presented to him ; but instead of coo- 
curring in the opinion of the fiscal, and giving 
way to the entreaties of Colonel Arredooda, he 
ordered the papers to remain in his cabinet. 
The agitation of the old count was now truly 
distressing, and he frequently said to me> that 
be would prefer signing his own death-warrant 
to the sacrificing of so many deluded victims, 
the greater part of whom had only committed 
ao error of judgment, founded, perhaps, on a 
niistaken sense of loyalty ; at last he deter- 
xoined to refer the case for revision to the Vice- 
roy of Santa F^, to the inconceivable chagrin 
of Fuertes, Arrechaga, and Arredonda, who 
all founded tbeir hopes of preferment in Spain 
oa the execution of the prisoners, who had been 
denominated traitors. 

The Count Ruia was at this time eighty- 
four years of age ; he had resided in America 
iq>wardji of forty; first in the capacity of 
Comegidor of Oruro, then of Governor Inten- 
dent of Huaneavilica, afterwards as President 
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mayor at Casco, by being tied to four wild colts, 
which were driven to the four opposite angles 
of the square. 

When Presidetiit of Cusco, the unhappy 
victims of Spanish jealousy and cruelty, Ubal* 
de and Ugarte, in 1 796, were executed on an 
ex-parte evidence. This proceso was conducted 
by the Oidor Berriosabal, afterwards Count of 
San Juan and Marquis of Gasa Palma, and who 
was afterwards, in 1821, proscribed in Lima by 
'San Martin. The Count Ruis as a private indi- 
ridual was remarkably kind and familiar, and 
excessively charitable : in his public capacity 
he was too easily overruled, especially by 
persons in authority under him, and when 
be could be induced to believe them to be 
actuated by motives of justice; but he was 
obstinate in the greatest degree if he once sus- 
pected llieir integrity. The court of Spain was 
so well convinced of the virtuous character of 
this nobleman, that in 1795 a royal order was 
issued inhibiting him from a residenciary inves- 
tigation at the expiration of his first government 
of Cusco : an honour which I believe was never 
conferred on any other governor in the Spaniirii 
colonies. 

The Oidor Don Felipe Fuertes Amar waft 
remarkably timidi in feet he was a completie 
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coward, and this weakness brought him to the 
gallows, during a commotion of the iodians in 
181U. 

The Fiscal Don Tomas Arrechaga was a 
native of Oniro, said to be the offspring of a 
friar of San Juan de Dios and a mestisa of 
Oniro. The Count Kuis took him when a boy 
under his protection, educated him, and brought 
him to Quito to establish him in the profession 
of the law, which he had studied. Arrechaga 
was brutal in his looks, his manners, and. hti 
actions ; he was possessed of all the subtle 
cruelty peculiar to the caste of chinos, which is 
a mixture of African and iodian blood : hit 
mother was of the latter race, and his father 
was not entirely exempt from the former. Ar^ 
rechs^ would have waded through the blood of 
his countrymen to secure promotion ; and from 
the first discovery of the country this had 
been too often the means of obtaining it. 

Don Manuel Arredonda was the son of the 
Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, and nephew to the 
Regent of the Royal Audience of Lima ; he was 
in search of reputation, fame, and promotion — 
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tyrant when in prosperity^ but the most abject 
of all wretches when in adversity. 

The person chosen to convey to Santa F6 
the whole of the proceso was Dr. San Miguel, a 
young advocate who had become the constant 
companion to Arrechaga. Not less than six 
reams of written paper formed the important 
charge, for the safety of which a piquet of horse 
was ordered to escort San Miguel as far as 
Pasto, lest some of the outlaws might surprize 
him on the road. The prisoners expected no 
favour at the hands of the Viceroy, because he 
was the uncle of the Oidor Fuertes who had 

• 

tried them. It was natural to suppose that he 
would not extend his mercy against what he 
would consider the justice of the law as ex* 
pounded by his nephew ; for, although it 
may appear very strange in England, that the 
inclinations of persons in such elevated situa^ 
tions should be biassed by personal interest, this 
was too frequently the case in South America. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Tiiinml Hinnliilinrnl TliiHn BlMiliiii nftliii Piinon. G<Mnl HtMbf 

held Spuiik Troopi ]m.n Quto. Bantein tf Sola Ft...... 

Arrinl sf Don Cuka H<BtDb al Quto. Anadco^iandaQnta...... 

Anina ■! Hiamida. Plieafhm Hootatu' ancfaca towB^a Caaca 

. — DtaiadfnNB attacUngtW Qtj...-.IIatan*to()nlo HjAffioiat- 

■nt to EoMnldM Captan aad Eaoipe Gawnl BIuiUb aatMS 

QnlD D«(li nl MoDtobt Ai^Ha tikea bj Gaotnl Saoc. 

AFT£a the departure of San Miguel for Santa 
F^ many of the soldiers who had belonged to 
the insurgent army returned to the city, Bup- 
posing that the prosecution had closed ; but 
they were apprehended, and sent to the presidia 
Several individuals also who came from different 
parts of the country were apprehended on 
suspicion, and, although they were liberated 
aStst examination, the alarm flew from one 
place to another, so that none would bring their 
produce to market, and a consequent dearth of 
provisions began to be experienced in the city. 
This, instead of producing conciliatory measures 
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ventured to do it, they were insulted with the 
epithets of rebels, insurgents, and traitors. 
Thus the evil increased daily till the second of 
August, 1810, when some of the soldiers con- 
fined in the presidio surprized the guard, and 
depriving them of their arms, and putting on 
their uniforms, ran to the barracks at one o'clock 
in the afternoon ; the disguise prevented all 
suspicion on their approach, and they succeeded 
in driving the sentry from his post at the door, 
and securing the officer of the guard : at this 
moment a bell was rung in the steeple of the 
cathedral, as an alarm : the officers who had 
just sat down to dinner in the palace rushed into 
the plasa mayor, and observing a considerable 
degree of commotion at the door of the barracks 
not fifty yards from that of the palace, the 
guard was ordered to fire on those at the bar- 
racks, which firing was returned by the oppo- 
site party. This lasted about ten minutes, 
when, all being silent, an officer ran to the bar- 
racks to inquire into the cause of the disturb- % 
ance : on being informed of what had taken place, 
as well as that all was then safe, he returned 
with the report to his commandant, Arredonda. 
Another officer was immediately sent to inquire 
into the state of the prisoners, and he as briefly 
returned with the news, that they were all 
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dead. Some had been ihot during the uproar by 
the Bentriea placed over them, and many had 
been murdered by a cambo boy, one of the 
cooks to the soldiers, who had entered their 
cells, and despatched them with an axe. Ter> 
ror and consternation for a moment were visible 
in the countenances of the president and 
officers, when, on a sudden, the Spanish soldiers 
rushed from the barracks into the streets, shout- 
ing revenge I revenge t our captain is murdered. 
Scarcely was the alarm given, when the infuri- 
ated soldiers abandoned their posts, and mn- 
ning up and do^ni the streets, murdered every 
individual they met with, without distinction 
«itherof age or sex :^ the drums in different 
parts of Uie city beat an advance, and murder 
and pillage raged in this horrid manner till 
three o'clock, all the officers sthndiog on the 
esplanade of the palace, without^ making any 
effort to check the massacre: at length, the 
soldiers having expended their stock of car- 
tridges began to return to the barracks, some 
of them so laden widi plunder, that they had 
left Uieir arms they knew not where. 
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was seventy-two ; a clergyman of the name of 
Castelo, and an individual of the name of Ro- 
mero, were the only prisoners that escaped, and 
they saved their lives by feigning to be dead. 
Morales, Quiroga, Riofrio, and Salinas perished ; 
but to the memory of these, and their fellow 
sufferers, the government of Venezuela ordered 
a day of mourning to be kept annually ; thus 
paying to them the greatest possible respect ; 
they also afterwards determined to call them the 
martyrs of Quito. In the streets of Quito about 
three hundred individuals perished, including 
seven of the Spanish soldiers, who were killed 
by some indian butchers, whom they had re- 
peatedly insulted. Such was the fury displayed 
by the pacifying troops, that a party of them 
having met a captain in his uniform, who be- 
longed to the Guayaquil cavalry, a soldier seized 
the sword of his captain, and ran him through 
the body with it, laying him weltering in his 
gore not fifty yards from the door of the bar- 
racks. 

No powers of language can describe the 
anxiety which this dreadful afiair excited in the 
minds of the inhabitants, who, ignorant of the 
origin, considered it as an unprovoked slaughter 
of their countrymen, and consequently dreaded 
that it might be again repeated in the same 
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Dation on Dod Arrechaga from him. This de- 
bate induced the president to request, that 
Arrechaga would leave the ball> which request 
was reluctantly complied with ; althou^ such 
a rebufffrom the Bishop would only four days 
before that of the meeting ha?e shewn him the 
way to a dungeon. 

Dr. Rodrigues, a secular priest, greatly 
revered for his wisdom and his virtue by all 
who knew him. rose from his seat, and, ad- 
vancing to the centre of the hall, delivered a 
most eloquent and animated speech, which 
lasted for more than an hour. He portrayed 
the character of the Quitenos in general, ex- 
plained the causes of the late revolution with 
evangelical charity, and dwelt on the fatal 
results with the truest symptoms of grief, in 
such a manner, that, not through sympathy 
but sensibility, conviction, shame, and remorse, 
the big tear flowed down the cheeks of 
his hearers. He concluded by repeating what 
his prelate had said, and added further, that 
the people of Quito could no longer consi- 
der their lives and property secure, unless those 
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baseness and treachery, in having violated the 
conditions which had replaced the president in 
his authority, and thus branded themselves with 
the name which they most justly deserved, that 
of infames traidores, infamous traitors. 

On the fifth an order was published for the 
heads of all the corporate bodies, officers, and 
principal inhabitants to meet at the palace, and 
resolve on such means as were most likely to 
restore peace, tranquillity, and confidence to the 
country. Accordingly the persons who were 
summoned met ; the president took the chair, 
having the Bishop on his right, and Colonel 
Arredonda on his left, the Regent, oidores, 
fiscals, attorney-general, and other officers and 
persons of distinction took their seats. The 
president rose, and in very few words ex- 
pressed his sorrow for what had happened, and 
his sincere wish to restore peace and unanimity 
among the people. The Bishop in a short 
speech answered, that he was afraid such wishes 
would never be fulfilled, until those persons 
who had advised his Excellency to forget his 
promises made to the people were removed 
from that part of the country. Arrechaga rose 
and observed, that his lordship recriminated 
on his conduct ; to which the prelate replied, 
that years and dignity precluded any recrjmi- 



haviD^takenpIiceinthatcity. It commencedott 
thetwenty-Uurdof July, 1810, the day before tfaa 
arrival of San Miguel with his cargo of papeis; 
When he presented himaelf before the new 
authorities at Santa F£, he was commanded to 
repair to the plasa mayor with his papers, and 
here he was ordered to deliTer them into the 
hands of the hangman, who immediately com* 
mitted them to the flames. Thus a trial was 
concluded, which, perhaps, in point of in&moug 
intrigue was unparalleled in any age or nation ; 
and had the conducters of it suffered a similar 
fate at the same time, numbers of Americana 
would have had just cause to have been satis* 
fied. The return of San Miguel only served to 
throw the government of Quito into greater 
consternation, and the citizens who had lost thair 
relatives or their friends on the second of Ao* 
gust into deeper sorrow. 

The insurrection of Santa F^ was conducted, 
like that of Quito, without any bloodshed ; the 
news of the commission conferred on Villavien- 
cio by the central junta of Spain, to visit his 
native place, and to make any such alterations 
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reception ; one of them begged the loan of a 
Chandelier of a European Spaniard^ who, chi^r 
grihed at the idea of a royal commission having 
been conferred on a colonist, insulted the bor- 
tower; this conduct produced an altercation 
between the parties, a mob collected at the 
docnr, the Spaniard attempted to drive the people 
away with threats and insults, which at last 
produced a cry of Cabildo Abkrio! an open 
meeting at the City Hall. Scarcely had the shout 
been re-echoed by the mob, when it was ex- 
tended to erery part of the city, and Cabildo 
Abierto became the watchword. Crowds of peo* 
pie flocked to the plasa mayor, the doors of the 
town haD were thrown open, and several indi- 
viduals, all natives^ ranged themselves round 
the table. At this juncture some one advanced to 
the door, and ai^ed the populace why they had 
collected in that manner, at this particular time ? 
Someone wiksweTed,qiieremosgoiierno nuevojiiera 
Mspanolts/ We want a new government— out 
with the Spaniards ! Narino was then sent to re- 
Ijfiest the presence of the Viceroy Amar, as presi- 
dent of the meeting. His excellency refused ; a 
second message was sent, and met with the same 
refusal : thisconduct exasperated the people, and 
the cry of fuera Espanoles ! fuera chapctones ! 
i^ain resounded from every quarter. A third 



messenger was shortly after sent to inform Bon 
Antonio Amar, that his functions, with those of 
all European Spaniards in the government, had 
ceased. Amar now volunteered to go and pre- 
side at the meeting ; but he was told, that only 
his baston of command was requested ; this, 
after a little altercation, he delivered up. The 
new government took possession of the bar-, 
racks, the park of artillery, and the govern- 
ment stores. The ex-viceroy and some of the 
ex-oidores were sent to Carthagena to be em- 
barked for Spain. In one day the change in 
the government was completed, and on the fol- 
lowing the people retired to their several homes 
and occupations in the most perfect order, after 
witnessing the public burning of the papers 
brought by San Miguel. 

Id the month of September of the same 
year, Don Carlos Montufar, son to the out- 
lawed Marquis of Selva Alegre, who with several 
others had again presented himself publicly 
in Quito, arrived, bringing with him powers 
from the central junta of Spain, to establish 
such a government, or make such changes in 
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rably damped by the recollection of the second 
of August. However, to support, and as it were 
to exculpate the conduct of the government 
with respect to the treatment of the unfortunate 
victims who had perished on that day, Montufar 
and his friends determined on re-establishing. the 
junta. A meeting was ccmvened at the hall of 
the university, at which the Count Ruis pre- 
sided ; the commission conferred on Montufar 
was read, and the formation of a junta pro- 
posed, which was immediately agreed to. The 
Count Ruis was nominated president, and the 
Marquis of. Selva Alegre vice-president; the 
members for the city were elected by the five 
parishes, and those for the country by the 
parishes of the heads of the provinces. 

Don Carlos Montufar, desirous of preserving 
tranquillity, and maintaining a good understand- 
ing with the Viceroy of Peru in particular, 
immediately forwarded to his Excellency Don 
Jose de Abascal his original commission ; but 
the innovation was so great, and the decrease 
of Spanish authority so alarming to the Viceroy, 
that he returned the papers with an assurance, 
that he '* should exert himself in the support 
of his own authority, and that of all the faithful 
subjects of the crown of Spain." This impru- 
dent and ill-timed answer, accompanied by 



t knowledge of the present statft of a£bire in 
Santa F£ and Venezuela ; of the revolt of San 
Miguel and el Valle de los Dolores in Mexico* 
which took place on the nioeteeDth of August ; 
of that of Buenos Ajrres on the twenty-sixdi 
of May. 1819; together with the eondition 
of the mother country — distracted the atten- 
ticm oi the Bpaniards, and first dissembated 
the vriiisper of Independence : a whisper which 
was omfined to private conversations, and was 
heard only among the higher classes. 

Colonel Arredonda and his troops were at 
first ordered to remain at Guayaquil ; but on 
tiie arrival of the news communicated by the 
newly-establiabed govemQ>ent of Quito, he was 
commanded to invade the territory belonging to 
^t jurisdiction, and to declare war against the 
newly-established authorities, as being traitors 
to the Grown of Spain. At the same time that 
Arredonda began his march, Montufer collected 
the anned force of Quito, began to discipline 
new troops, and proceeded with them to Rio- 
Inmba. Popayan and Pasto. under the influence 
of Samano the governor of the former place. 
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troops placed by Montufar at Guaitara pre<» 
cluded^ all fear with regard to Samano* and 
Moatttfar waited at Riobamba the advance of 
Arredonda. 

A sentinel placed at an advanced post at the 
Ensillada was alarmed early one morning by a 
sudden report, caused by the ice on Chimboraso^ 
which, when the rising sun first illumes it, somet 
times cracks with a tremendous report. Alarmed 
at what he heard, he abandoned his post, and 
communicated int^^Uigence of the approach of 
Montufar with a train of artillery. Arredonda 
was now filled with the greatest possible con- 
sternation, and without waiting to inquire into 
the cause of the alarm, or to investigate the 
report, he mounted his horse, and fled : the 
officers and soldiers followed the example 
of their chief, and^ leaving every thing behind 
them, placed their safety in their heels. Mon«- 
tufar, being immediately apprised of what had 
passed at Huaranda, Arredonda-s late head 
quarters, went and took possession of the 
abandoned etores, consisting of eight hundred 
muskets, six field-pieces, a quantity of ammu^ 
nition, the military chest, and all the public as 
well as private property belonging to the tropas 
pacificadoras. 

The city of Cuenca declared its attachment 



to the royal cause, as it now began to be called, 
ia opposition to the insurgents, and Montufar, 
flushed with his good fortune at Huaranda, 
marched towards that city ; the Bishop, Quin- 
tian Aponte, who with a crucifix in one hand 
and a sword in the other had marshalled the 
natives, and exhorted them with more than 
pastoral eloquence, fled on receiving advices 
that the insurgents were within ten leagues of 
the city, and left his flock at the mercy of the 
Tery man whom he had described the day be- 
fore as a ravenous wolf. 

In this state of affairs, when every thing 
seemed to promise success to the insurgents, a 
post arrived from Spain, bringing the news of 
the dissolution of the junta central, and ^e for- 
mation of a Regency and Cortes, and command- 
ing all bis Majesty's faithful subjects to abjure 
the traitorous junta, and to take the oath of 
allegiance to the newly-constituted authorities. 
An order of the Regency commanded that every 
thing in the colonies should remain in the same 
state io which it might then be, until the Regency 
and the Cortes should decide. Carlos Montufar, 
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would evince equal loyalty and deference to the 
supreme order received, he should imme- 
diately retire to Quito with the troops under his 
command. 

A small detachment of soldiers continued 
on the heights of Guaitara, and every thing j^^ 
Quito remained tranquil until the middle of 
Npvember, when General Molina arrived at 
Cuenca, and, by the order of the Viceroy Abas- 
cal, peremptorily insisted on the dissolution of: 
the junta, which wad objected to. Captain 
Villavicencio arrived from Guayaquil to treat 
with' the government on the proposals made by/ 
General Molina, and such was the spirit of 
party, and the. dread of again being oppressed, 
by pacifying troops, that ob the arrival of Villa-^ 
viccncio, a woman, named Ssdinas, a servant to 
Captain Salinas, who was murdered on the' 
second of August, collected a body of females, ^ 
who armed themselves with lances, and escorted 
Villavicencio to the house prepared for him, 
where they remained on guard till he quitted 
the city. Nothing could be more ridiculous 
than the appearance of this naval hero when he 
had to attend the meeting of the junta, marching 
along the street with an Amazonian guard, 
composed of twenty -five females with lances, 
who conducted him to and from the hall. 

VOL. III. G 



During the time that MoDtufitf was abwnt 
from the city with the troops, several popular 
commotions took place, particularly of the in- 
dians ; these were principally excited by a native 
of the name of Pena, who had had a son slain in 
the massacre of the second of August. During 
ibis time, the Oidor Fuertes and the post- 
master-geoeral attempted to escape, with an 
intention of proceeding down the Maranon, but 
they were seized by the indians, brought back 
to Quito, and before the respectable part of 
the inhabitants could relieve them from the 
danger in which they were placed, the indians 
erected a temporary gibbet in the plasa mayor, 
and hang;ed them : being in the street myself* 
the indians seized me also, and were hurrying 
me along towards the place of execution, but I 
was providentially rescued by the interference 
of an old clergyman, to whom I was known, 
and to whom I undoubtedly owe the preserva- 
tion of my existence. 

The adherence of Popayan and Pasto to the 
Spanish governors precluded all communicatioa 
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tficfniidTief. Owing to the knowledge which 
I had acqpiired of the coast, the titlle of gover- 
tter q£ £8iiietaldas» and military commander of 
Ike eoasti with the rank of lieutenant-colonel 
of artillery was conferred on me ; and on iht 
jaUAk of December I left Quito with fifty soldiertf, 
.took possession of my comiAsmd, opened the 
iQommunication, and secured the depdt of arms 
belonging to the Spaniards at Tumaco. 

During my residence on the coast of Esme- 
raldas^ nothing particular occurred in the capital, 
except ptep^rations for defence : General Mo- 
J&onf^ died at Cuenca, and the Bishop of Cuenca 
at Guayaquil. Aymerich, the governor of Po* 
:payan, solicited a brig of war, which was 
.sent by the governor of Guayaquil ; with this 
asffiM9tance Esmeraldas wast invaded, and I was 
ti&eii prisoner in May, l&ll ; but with the 
permission of Captain Ramires I made my 
escape from the brig. Don Toribio Montes was 
appointed by the Regency president of Quito, 
and immediately took the command of the 
troops stationed at Guayaquil and Cuenca, and 
began his march on Quito. The president. 
Count Ruis, retired to a small convent in the 
suburbs of Quito ; but a popular commotion of 
the indians in the city occurred^ a party of 
them went to the convent and dragged the vene- 
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Table good old man into the street, where tbey 
murdered him. Montes hsd a few skirmishes 
with the Quitenos; but he entered the city, and 
caused several of the pnncipal individuals who 
bad been concerned in the late transactioDS to 
be put to death. Among these was Don Carlos 
Hontufor, who, being sentenced as a traitor, 
was shot through the back, bis heart taken out 
and burnt Some of the indians who bad beea 
&e ringleaders in the death of the Count Ruia 
were hanged, and their heads placed in inm 
cages in different parts of the city, where they 
remained until taken down by order of Gowral 
Sucre. 

From the year 1811 Quito continued to be 
goTemed by the Spanish authorities, till May, 
18S2, when General Sucre entered by force of 
annd, and at that time it became a part of the 
republic of Colombia. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Slat* of Lima in 1811 Cunstitntioa proclaiaed Some Ellecti of..«. 

V^dMNofthe lahabHMto of Lima.....>M«ufeet ci V t m t mmk u 



OK.my arrival in Lima I fouad the same spirited 
revolutionary principles disseminated among aU 
canks of ciseoles, excepting some few individuajtfl 
who possessed lucrative employments under the 
government. The Viceroy Abascal endeavoured 
to check the spirit of rebellion by the mildest 
laeasures possible, avoiding all. acts of persecu* 
tion; he established a regiment, called..^ la 
Concordia, of concord, from the respectat^ 
inhabitants of the city, ..constituted himself the 
colonel of.it, and nominated the officers from 
among the more leading individuals, whether 
Spaniards or Creoles : this for a short time lulled 
the spirit of insurrection. The victory of Gua* 
qui, gained by General Goyoneche oyer the 
army . of Buenos Ay res, .was welcomed with 
feasts and rejoicings ; but the scarcity of wheat, 
the ports of Chile being closed, began to be 
very apparent. 

. In 1812 the constitutional government was 



proclaimed, and copieB of the constitution of 
the Spanish monarchy were the only books that 
were read, consulted, and studied by all classes. 
The formation of a constitutional corporation, ca- 
bildo, and the election of constitutional alcaldes, 
caused some uproar in the city ; but the mea< 
sures became alanning to the Spaniarda when 
the election of deputies for the cortes took place. 
The Spaniards, accustomed to consider the &»■ 
tives as inferiors^ and almoat as intruden ia 
their own country, had now to brook their ooii>- 
tempt in return, to bear with their opposition^ 
and sometimes with their reproaches'. The pdl 
was conducted ia the patio, or principal clcHster 
oft^e convent of La Merced; several collegiaM 
of Sao Carlos placed themselves on the hus- 
tings, and, according to the Lof de Partide, no 
native of Spain is permitted to reude in the 
colonies without a fecial license of the Casa 
de Contratadon of Seville, or in the employ of 
the govemraent, and the latter were declared 
by tiie constitutioo, tit. 2, cap. iv. art. 24, to hara 
no vote. Thus as no Spaniards in Lima could 
produce a license, or passport, they were not 
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but OM of {he ocdlegiaBs, looking dvef the paper, 
feiwd that the voter was a native of the Canary 
Islaads, whidi being Africaii islands, and all 
Africans, or descendants of Africans, being 
declared by art. 22, tit 2, cap. iv. of die constita* 
tion, as not having an eleetiv^ vote, uhless they 
had obtained a letter of deniaenship from the 
cortes, he was obliged to retire amid the shouts 
of the credos, and the curses against the cortes 
of the Spaniards. 

Nothing could possibly he more fkvourable 
to the colonies than the publication of a const!-* 
tutional form of government, and the liberty of 
the press, as it was sanctioned by the coriies. 
The restricticms were such as would have pro* 
duced a clamour in England, but t6 a slave att 
hoar of rest is an hour of perfect freedom, and 
ta men whose pens had been chained by politfi- 
eal trammels and inquisitorial anathemas, a 
relief ftt>m such restrictions was hailed as an 
absolute immunity. Those colonies that still 
remained faithful to the mother country bad 
an olfkirtunity of reading the periodical papers, 
a thing unknown at this time, unless we except 
the government gazette; and although such 
news as was unfavourable to the Spanish sys- 
tem did not appear in print, yet the barelkced 
felsdioods of tiie old ministerial paper were 
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chedEed in tbeir ezaj^rations, \>j the ap^ 
pe&rance of authentic intelligence in the new 
papers, and the public were informed of such 
facts as had taken place : they were apprised of 
the establiabment of repubhcan governments ia 
Mexico, Colombia, Buenos Ayres, and Chile-^ 
facts that would have been dis^ised by the 
old established authorities, and the people 
would have been stigmatized by the name of 
banditti, of discontented Indians, a gang of 
traitors, or a horde of highwaymen and firee- 
booters. 

The inbabitants of Lima wished for a change 
in their form of government as ardently perhaps 
as those of any other part of America ; and for 
not having established one, they have been 
considered by many as a race of effeminate 
listless cowards, and have been reported as 
such — but most undeservedly. Although in a 
cause adverse to their own interest, for many 
years they sustained the brunt of the war against 
all the forces that could be brought to the field 
by those whom they were taught to consider 
as enemies. Soldiers are instructed by the pre- 
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l^MitiUty agaitist Aiix Yery bosies» their: friends,; 
and their pasenUi ; wherever a dty. j» garritofti^ 
by a military force, the inhabitants au well aa 
the soldiers must submit to the will of the coiHh 
manders. Such was the state of Lima : many of 
the soldiens it is. true were limenos, but many 
were frqm different parts of Peru, and nearly 
the whole of the officers were Spaniards, and 
those who were not were under the suspicious 
eye of jealous masters. ^ -> 

At first, the several provinces that revolted^ 
and which had established new govemmentB^ 
most solemnly declared, that it was not tbein 
ikitention to separate frcym the crowB of Spain^ 
biit to gpvern themselvea in such a manner aa 
weald secure to that crown thepossessionof Ame^ 
rica. The Regency of Spain, however, invested 
with the authority to govern the peninsula^ 
iasiated on tiie prerogative of governing the 
Apierican 4x>)onies, forgetting that the £umm» 
gsant of America made by Pope AJexander VL 
aooexed America to the crowns of Castile and 
AiragoQ, and not to the natioa nor to any re- 
pteseiita^e body belonging to that imtion« 
Every individual that was apprehended during 
lAi^ first years of commodon was treated w 
a itraftor. At Quito the words ^* constituted 
authoritiesl'^ xf>ntained in .the oath, which wa^ 
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administered were converted into hi^ treason, 
and there is no doubt but Arreckega would have 
solicited the sentence of. capital- punishment on 
all those who had taken.it,-had:not their num- 
ber included.many of his fheDds. 

Declarations of independence, and manifestos 
containing the .motives for at once separating 
from the mother country, now began to circulate 
among the natives-of Peru; and althou^ some 
of them contained exaggerations, and the govern- 
ment of lima became possessed of copies of 
them, yet such vras the apathy or the timidity 
oftheehiefis, that no attempt at refutation vras 
ever made. The foUowing are translations of 
papers from Venezuela, which fully express aU 
the grievances of which the Hispano-Americam 
complained. They were drawn up for the par* 
pose of instilling into the minds of their c(Hm«> 
trymen -a detennination to shake off those' 
grievances, and to convince the world at large 
that the insurrection of the Spanish colonies had 
become a matter of necessity and not of choice : 
" Manifesto made to the world by the con* 
federation of Venezuela in South America* of 
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( .. .^'Spanish t America/ cendemiied -for moite 
tiian three centuries to exist only for the pur- 
pose of increasing the political preponderance 
of /Spain, without the least influence in, or par-^ 
ticipation of her * greatness, would, accordrag 
to. the order of > efents in which she had no 
other part than that of sufferance, have been 
the victim and the sacrifice of the disorder, 
corruption, and conquest, which have disor- 
ganized the nation her conqueror, if the instinct 
of. self-preservation had not dictated to the 
Americans, that the moment of action had 
anriv^ed, and that it was time to reap the 
fruits of three centuries of patience and for-^ 
l>earance. 

'' If the discovery of the new world was to 
the human race an occurrence lughly interesting, 
the regeneration of this same world, degraded 
Irom that period by oppression and servitude, 
will.notbe less so. America, raising herself 
from the dust, and throwing off her chains with*- 
out passing through the political * gradations oi 
other countries, will in her turn triumph over 
the>world, without deluging it in blood, with- 
out enslaving it, without brutifyingit A re^ 
Vicdution most useful to mankind vnll be that of 
America, when she; shfdl constitute her owq 
wd)Qri(tie$ and govern herself,, opening lier 



■mu to receive those people'of £iin)pB Who 
naj be tnmpled on by policy, wiifa to fly baM 
the enli of wtx, 0T««c»pe tiie peneentioa wa^ 
the faryof party. The iDhebitaatB of oae h»* 
^uisphers wUl then crou the ocean to the otfatf 
in search of peace and tnuqnillity ; aot tridk 
the lutt nor pertdy of conquest, hfce the facroerisf 
Ae sixteen th century— as frieads, not as tyrants t 
«s men willing to obey, not as lords to command 
^'-oot to destroy, but to sare*— not as ravenMa 
ti^rSi bat as human beings, who, horroT'itrudi 
at the account of our past misfortunes, wen 
taught to estimate Item by their own^wfao witt 
not convert their reason into a spirit of tafiud 
persecution, nor wish to stain our annaia Vitft 
'Uood and Ttdatty. Then shall navigation, geo- 
gr^ihy, astronomy, industry, and timde p««' 
fe«ted by the diBoorery of America, though 
nntil> now th« source of her debasement, be 
converted into the means «f aoccleratitaf, 
consolidating, and making more perfect tbft 
happiness of the two worlds! 

" This is not a flattering dream, but tke 
homage of reason to prudence, whose ineffable 
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toxkU nDt itka plaoe before one part of itt 
inhabitants bad enjoyed their inherent righta^ 
Erery thing has long been preparing for thia 
epoch of felicity and consolation. In Burope 
the shock and the fermentation of opinions, the 
eontempt and the inversion of the laws; the 
pro&nation of those bonds which ought to have 
held states together ; the luxury of courts/ the 
cessation of industry, the consequent unpro* 
ductiveness of lands, the oppressicxi of virtue^ 
and the tnurn;^ of vice accelerated the progress 
of evil in one world, while the increase ^ of 
|>6pulation in America, of the wants of foreign 
countries dependent on her, the development 
of agriculture in m new and fertile soil, the 
germ of iiidustry under a beneficent climate; 
the elements of science under a privileged or^ 
ganizatiim, the means of a rich and prosperous 
trade, and the strength of a political adokis^ 
cence, all, all contributed to accelerate th6 
|>rogresB of good in the other. 

''Such was the advantageous alternative 
that enslaved America presented to her mistress^, 
^paih, oh the other side of the ocean, when 
oppressed by the^ weight of every evil, and 
undermined by evei^ principle destructive t^ 
society, America called upon her to ease her of 
her chains that she might fly to her succoim 
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Fortunately prejudice triumphed* tlie geninii o$ 
evil and disorder seized on .the government,, 
goaded pride usurped ^e seat, of prudence.; 
ambition triumphed over liberality, and substir 
tutiog deceit and perfidy for generosity and 
integrity, those very arms were turned against 
us which we ourselves used when impelled b^ 
fidelity and good faith ; we taught Spain herself 
the way to resist her enemies, under the banners 
of a presuming king, unfit to reign, and vmd 
of all title except the generous compassion of 
the people and his own misfortunes. 

" Venezuela was the first in the new world 
to pledge to Spain that generous aid which she 
considered as a necessary homage ; Venezuela 
was the first to pour the consoling balm. of 
friendship and fraternity into her wounds when 
afflicted ; Venezuela was the first that knew the 
disorders which threatened the destruction of 
Spain ; she was the first to provide for her own 
safety, without severing the bonds that linked 
her to the mother country ; the first to feel the 
effects of her ambitious ingratitude ; she was the 
first on whom war was declared by her brethren; 
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combent duty to presenr to the universe the 
reasons ^hich have urged her to the same, that 
her honour and principles may not be doubted^ 
idor endangered when she cdmes to fill the high 
lank which Providence restores her to. 
/ *' All those persons who are aware of our 
determinations know what was our fate previous 
to the late inversion of things/ which alone dis- 
solved our engagements with Spain, even grant- 
ing that these were legal and equitable. It 
would be superfluous to present again to impar- 
tial Europe the misfortunes and vexations she 
lias so often had cause to lament, at a time 
when we were not allowed to do so ; neither is 
it necessary to assert the injustice of our de- 
pendance and degradation, when every nation haM 
viewed as an insult to political equity, that 
Spain unjieopled, corrupted, and plunged into 
ii state of sloth and indolence by the measuireif' 
of a despotic government, should have exclu- 
sively usurped from the industry and activity 
of thci rest of the continent, the precious and 
incalculable resources of a world constituted in 
tike fief and monopoly of a small pbrtioh of the 
other. 

'' The interest of Europe caiinot oppose th^ 
liberty of one quarter of the globe, which now 
discovers itself to the interest of the other 
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tbree ; yet a mere peuinBula is found to op] 
the interests of its government to those of ill 
nation, in order to raise the old hemispherri 
against the new one, since the impossibility tm 
oppressing it alone for any longer period is noM 
Tisibte. In opposition to these endeavouraj 
more fatal to our tranquillity than to our prajU 
sperity, we will disclose to the world the causw 
which operated on our conduct on the fifteentb 
of July, 1808, and the acts that have wrested 
from us the resolutions of the nineteenth of 
April, ISIO, and of the fifth of .July, 18U. 
These three epochs will form the first period of 
the glories of regenerated Venezuela, when th«; 
impartial pen of history shall record the firn 
lines of the poUtical existence of South Americiu, 
" Our manifests and public papers testiBo^ 
alilLOKt all the reasons that influenced our reac 
lutions, as well as our designs, and all the ju 
and decorous means that were employed to realizi 
them ; it might be supposed that an exact aoi 
impartial comparison of our conduct with th] 
of the Jate governments of Spain would of. 
itself suffice to justify not only our moderation^ 
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unnatural system now adopted against us. No- 
thing in truth should we have to do if good 
faith had beeii the spring of action, used by 
the partisans of oppression against liberty ; but, 
as the last analysis of our misfortunes, we can- 
not extricate ourselves from the condition of 
slaves without being branded with the disgrace- 
ful epithets of ungrateful rebels. Let those 
therefore listen and judge us who have no part 
in our misfortimes^ and who are now desirous 
of having none in our disputes, in order not to 
augment the prejudicies of our enemies, and let 
them not lose sight of the solemn act of our 
justt necessary, and modest emancipation. 

'' Caracas was apprised of the scandalous 
scenes ^hich took place at the Escurisd and 
Aranjues at a time when she was already con- 
vinced of what were her rights, and the state 
in which they were placed by those extraordiiiary 
occurrences ; but the habit of obedience on the 
one hand, the apathy that despotism had pro- 
duced on the other, and in fine our fidelity and 
good faith, were at tliat moment paramount to 
every other feeling. After the communication 
of Murat, the kingly substitute of Joseph Bona- 
parte, had reached the capital of the monarchy, 
the authorities did not even hesitate respecting 
the reception of it, the people only thought of 
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being faithful, consiBtent, aod generous, ' 
out premeditating on the evils to which thi! 
noble and gallant conduct would expose them. 
Without any other view than that of honour, 
Venezuela refused to follow the opinions of the 
leading characters in Madrid, some of whom, 
in support of the orders of the French Regen) 
of the kingdom, exacted of us the oath of alle- 
giance to the new king ; others declared and 
published that Spain had received a new ex- 
istence since her old authorities abandoned her, 
since the cession made by the Bourbons and 
the entrance of the new dynasty; that thej 
had recovered their absolute independence and 
liberty, and that they offered the same alluring 
terms to the Americans, who by the same means 
might procure the same rights. But the firsl 
step we took for our own security convinced the 
junta central that there was something in ue 
besides habits and prejudices, and they began 
to change their tune respecting liberality and 
sincerity ; they perfidiously adopted the talis- 
man Ferdinand at first practised in good faith ; 
they suppressed, but with cunning and suavity, 
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under the factitious name of a king, acknow- 
ledged only from a principle of generosity, and 
destined to oppress and tyrannise us by those 
who had usurped the sovereignty. 

" New governors and judges initiated in the 
new system projected by Spain against America, 
decided in the support of it at our expense, 
and provided with instructions for even the last 
political change which might occur in the other 
hemisphere, were the consequences resulting 
from the surprize that our unparalleled and 
unexpected generosity caused to the central 
junta. Ambiguity, artifice, and disorder were the 
springs employed to keep in motion this short- 
lived administration : as they saw their empire 
exposed and tottering, they wished to gain in 
one day what had enriched their ancestors for 
many years ; and as their authority was backed 
by that of their parasites, all their endeavours 
were directed to the support of each other 
under the shadow of our illusion and good 
faith. No statute or law against these plans 
was effective ; and every measure that favour- 
ed the new system of political freemasonry 
was to have the force of law, however opposed 
it might be to the principle of equity and 
justice. After the declaration of the Captain* 
general Emparan made to the audienda^ that in 
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Caracas there was no other law nor will but 
bis own, and this fuUy demooatnted in several 
arbitrary acts and excesses, such as placing on 
the bench of the judge the King's accuser-ge- 
neral ; intercepting and opening the papers 
sent by Don Pedro Gonsales Ortega to the 
central junta; ezpulsiog from the provinces 
this same public functionary, as well as tba 
capteio, Don Francisco Rodrigues, and the 
assessorof the consulate,Don Miguel Jose Sanz^ 
who were all embarked for Cadiz or Porto Rico, 
as well as sentencing to labour in the pubHo 
works without uiy previous form of trial a con- 
siderable number of men, who were dragged 
from their homes under the epithet of vagrants ; 
revoking and suspending the resolutions of the 
royal audience, when they were according to 
his caprice and absolute will, after naming a 
recorder without the consent of the corpora- 
tion ; creating and causing the assessor to be 
received without either title or authority for the 
same, after he had supported his pride and 
his ignorance in every exceu ; after many 
scandalous disputes between the audience and 
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carry loto •effect the project of espionage and 
duplicity. 

^' Of all this there remaioa authentic testimony 
in our archives, notwithstanding the vigilance 
with which these were examined by the friendi 
of the late authorities : there exists in Cuenca 
an order of the Spanish government to excite 
discord among the nobles and among the differ* 
ent branches of American families. There are 
besides many written and well-known docu* 
xnents of corruption, gambling, and libertinism 
promoted by Guevara, for the purpose of de* 
moralizing the country ; and no one can ever 
forget the collusions and subornings publicly 
used by the judges, and proved in the act of 
their residencia. 

^ « Under these auspices the defeats and mis- 
fidrtunes of the Spanish armies were concealed. 
Pompous and imaginary triumphs over the 
French on the peninsula were forged and an- 
nounced ; the streets were ordei^ed to be illumi- 
nated, gunpowder was wasted in salutes, the 
bells announced the rejoicings, and religion 
was prostituted by the chanting Te Deums and 
other public acts, as if to insult Providence, 
and invoke a perpetuity of the evils we groaned 
under. In order to allow us no time to analyze 
our own Cute, or discover the snares laid fc»r 



UH, coDspuades were invented, parties uid 
factions were forged in the imagination of our 
oppressors, every one was calumniated who did 
not consent . to be initiated in the mysteries of 
perfidy ; fleets and emissaries from France were 
figured as being on our seas, and residing 
among us ; our correspondence with the nei^H 
bouring colonies vraa circumscribed and »•• 
tricted; our trade received new fetters, and 
the whole was for the purpose of keeping us ia 
a state of continual agitation, that we might not 
fix our attention on our own situ^m and 
interests. 

" When our forbearance was once alarmed, 
and our vigilance awakened, we began to loae 
all confidence in the governments of Spain and 
their agents ; through the veil of their intrigues 
and machinations we perceived the horrid futu- 
rity that awaited us; the genius of truth, ele- 
vated above the dense atmoBpfaereofoppresaioa 
and calumny, pointed out to us with the finger 
of impartiality the true fate of Spain, the dis- 
orders of her governments.' the unavailing 
energy of her inhabitants, the formidable power 
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own skuatioD, or even secretly to complain 
against our vigilant and cunning enemies ; the 
consonance of our blinded sighs exhaled in the 
moments of the most galling oppression, at 
length gave uniformity to, our sentiments and 
united our opinions. Shut up within the walls 
of our own houses, and debarred from all com* 
munication with our fellow-citizens, there was 
scarcely an individual in Caracas who did not 
think that the moment of being for ever free, or 
of sanctioning irrevocably a new and horrid 
slavery, had arrived. 

** Every day discovered more and more the 
nullity of the acts of Bayonne, the invalidity of 
the rights of Ferdinand, and of all the Bourbons 
who were privy to the arrangements ; the igno- 
miny with which they delivered up as slaves 
those who had placed them on the throne in 
opposition to the house of Austria; the con* 
nivance of the head functionaries in Spain to 
the plans of the new dynasty ; the fate that 
these same plans prepared for America, and the 
necessity of forming some resolution that might 
43hield the new world from the calamities which 
from its relations with the old were about to 
visit it. All saw their treasures buried in the 
unfathomable disorders of the peninsula ; they 
wept for the blood of Americans spilt in defence 



of the eneaie» of America, in order <t> MpfMt 
the atsreTj of tkeir own covntryr NotwM^ 
landing tlie Tigiluce df the tyrants, ell Mw the 
very interior of Spain, where tbey beheld ■e^' 
tUny bnt dieorder, corraptkm, fattiaoMfWia^ 
ibctnnee, defeats, treacheries, dispersed aneiait 
wlnrfe prorinces in the bands of the enemy and 
their disciplined troops, and at die head of .idl 
a weak and tamultuary goremment formed Mt 
of sach rare Omenta. 

" Dismay was the general and anifons iufr 
preasioQ observed in the countenances of A* 
people of Venezocla by the agents of oppres- 
sion sent firon Spain to support at any hasaid 
the.in&mQHB.caue^theircon«titneats; awevi 
might cause proscription, or a discourse baurth 
Bent to the author ; and every attempt to do !• 
AoMiicft what was done in Spain, if it did net 
shad the blood of the Aawrican% it was at least 
snfficieBt to eccasioD the nua, infiuny, and d eo ei 
lationof many faimhes, as may be seen by the set 
«f proscription of several officers and citizms of 
rank and. probity, decreed on the twentieth 
of March, 1810, by Emparan.' Such a mis- 
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to' prepare the combustible, and dispose it iiL 
such a manner that the least spark would kindle 
it^ and create a blaze that would consume, and 
even efiace every vestige of so hard and me- 
lancholy a condition* Spain needy and almost 
desolate, her fate dependent on the generosity 
of America, and almost in the act of being" 
blotted out from the list of nations, appeared 
as if transported back to the sixteenth or seven-r 
teenth centuries, she again began to conquer 
America with arms more destructive than iron 
or lead ; every day gave birth to some new 
proof of the fate that awaited us, a fate that 
would place us in the sad alternative of being 
sold to a foreign power, or obliged to groan for 
ever under a fresh and irrevocable bondage, 
whilst we alone were expectant on the happy 
moment that might bring our opinions into ac- 
tion, and join us in such a manner that we could 
express them, and support them. 

^* Amidst the sighs and imprecations of ge- 
neral despair, the entrance of the French in 
Andalusia, the dissolution of the central junta 
brought about by the effects of public execra- 
tion, and the abortive institution of another pro- 
tean government, under the name of regency, 
reached our ears. This was announced under 
4deas more liberal^i and on perceivinj^ the efforts 
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6( tfte AinericattB to avail thems«li^es tff Maf 
4»p))bttunity which the Tiees abd duIIIU^b of iOf 
stt^Dge a goverlimebt presented to Iheim, tbaf 
eAdlsarbUred to strei^tbea the illusiba by bfH-* 
Kant ^roibises, by theories barren of refittM^ 
JAd by announcing to Us that out fate wad 6* 
tbnger ib the handb of viceroys, ministers, 4r 
gbtemor^ { at the same time that all their t^ntM 
received the strictiest orders to watch oVer Dttt 
i^obduel, wid eveb over our opibibbs, and not 
to suffer these to e&ceed the libiits traced 1^ 
the eloquence that gilded the chains forged in 
Ute captious abd cubnibg promise of emaneipa- 
libb. 

" At any olhier period Ibis wouM have sb^ 
ficed to deceive the Americans, but this juntft 
bf Seville, as well as the centra) jbnta, had 
^ready gone too for in order lo remoVe Ul* 
bandage from our eyes, and what waa fheA 
combioed, meditated, and polished to subj^bt 
US again with phrases and hyperboles, only 
served lo Redouble our vigiltuce, to collect out 
lopibions, and to establish a firm and unshaken 
resoluiion to perish rather than remain 




^pc§ ta l)e tb§ oon^iQQnP^m^Ql; of the poUtipa) 
T^demptiQU <?f America, Oft Holy Thursday* 
April nrnpteearti, I91P, the colossus of desppt^ 
}Am W48 tbrowa cjow* iu Vfemezuplft, tk^ eijipirs 
of law prpcl^wed, %ud tbe tyrpintp c^pelle4 
jyifh a|l t|^p «i|avjty, inq4e|ra;|ion, aud tranquil- 
lity that they themselves have poafeiiseid, Sd 
pMieh ^Q in iwU ^s to have filled with admirar 
tioo af» and friendship for us the rest of the 
^pipartial world, 

'' All sensible persons would have supposed 

that a natioa reoQi^ering ito rights, and freeing 

itself from its oppressors, would in its blind 

/ary h»ve broken doM^n eyery barrier that might 

jplace it direatly ox indirectly, within the reach 

fii tim iofluei^ee of those very govemmei^ta that 

bad bitbertp caused its misfortunes, and its op>> 

^^sion. Venezuela, faithful to her promises, 

did no more than ensure her own security in 

order to comply with them, and if with one 

i^ropg sod gj^^rous band 9he deposed the au- 

tbjMTs »{ her ipaisery and her slavery, with die 

iOtber ehe ptoced the name of Ferdioaud VH. 

fit t]»e hei^d Qf her new government, swore to 

ifmntw^ bU rights, promised to acknowledge 

tjbi*. unity wjid iptegrity pf the Spai^ish nation, 

open^4 her arms to her Surc^an brethren, 

of£eTfi4 i^&^ »Q 9^yluni in itbeir misfortune^ and 
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calamities, equaUy hated the eDemies of tht 
Spanish name, sulicited the generous alliance of 
England, and prepared to take her share of the 
success or misfortuDeB of the nation from wbon 
she could and ought to be separated. 

" But it was not this that the regency ex- 
acted of us, when it declared us free in its 
theories, it subjected us in practice to a small 
and insignificant representation, believing that 
those to whom it considered nothing was due> 
would be content to receive whatever was 
granted to them by their masters. Under so 
liberal a calculation the regency was desirous 
of keeping up the illusion, to pay ua with 
wonis, promises, and inscriptionB for our long 
slavery, aud for the blood and treasure we had 
expended in Spain. We were fully aware how 
little we had to expect from the policy and in- 
trusive agents of Ferdinand, we were not igno- 
rant that if we were not to be dependent on 
viceroys, ministers, and governors, with greater 
reason we could not be subject to a king, a 
captive and without the rights of authority; nor 
to a government null and illegitimate, nor to A 
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the means of generosity » moderation, and ei vie 
virtues, we acknowledged the imaginary rights 
of the son of Maria Louisa, we respected the 
misfortunes of the nation, and officially an^* 
nounced to the regency that we disowned, that 
we promised not to separate from Spain so long 
as she maintained a legal government, established 
according to the will of the nation, and in whic^ 
America had that part given to her, required 
by justice, necessity, and the political impor 
tance of her territory. 

*^ If three hundred years of former servitude 
do not suffice to authorize our emancipation^ 
there has been sufficient cause in the conduct 
of the governments which arrogated to them^ 
selves the sovereignty of a conquered nation; 
which never could have any property in Ame*- 
lica declared an integral part of . the same, 
whilst they attempted to involve it in conquest 
If the governors of Spain had been paid by her 
enemies, they could not have done more against 
the felicity of the nation, bound in its close 
union and correspondence with America. With 
the greatest contempt of our importance, and 
of the justice of our claims when they could 
not deny us the appearance of a representation, 
they subjected it to the despotic influence of 
their agents^ over our municipalities, to whom 



tha election was comntitted ; aad whilst Spai* 
Allowed even for the proviqces in posaessioii pf 
the French, the Cfumries »n4 Balearic island^ 
one representative for eaoh fiO.OQO souls, freely 
elected by these, in America a 1,000,009 
scarcely sufficed to have the right of one repr^ 
•entative, named by the Viceroy or captaio*^ 
genera), under the signature of the muojcjir 
polity. 

" At the same time ib.»t we, strong in tb^ 
right of our own justice wd Ute moderatioi) of 
our proceedings, hoped that if the reasons we 
alleged to the regency to copviace them of \tw 
neceudty of our resolution did not triumph, a^ 
least that the generous disposition with y/\ti^ 
.w£ promised not to become the enemy of Oiir 
oppressed and unfortunate brethroi would b^ 
Miccesafd, dispositions which the new gpverfh- 
jnent of Caracas was desirous should not 1^ 
limited to barren promises; and tJie unpreju- 
diced and impartial world will know, that 
Venemela has passed the lime which interveoiB^ 
between April 19th. 1810, to July 5lh. 181 1, ip 
a bit^ and painful alternative of acts of iagrar 
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dmth 80, that itd ev^nte ptt&netit a ContMUt do* 
favootable to Our cause, that it cannot have\ 
failed to gain over for us the impartial dedision 
ef those nations that have no intereM in dispar^ 
aging our efforts^ 

'' Previous to the result of our political trans^^ 
formatioti, we received daily new motived duf^ 
ficiently strong for each to have caused us to 
do what we have now done, after three cen^ 
turies of misery and degradation. In every 
vessel that arrived from -Spain new agents with 
fresh instruoti(^s came to strengthen those 
who supported the cause of ambition and per- 
fidy. For the very same ends, those Europeans 
Ivho wished to return to Spaio, and assist in 
the war against the French, received a refusal 
to their request On the tenUi of Aprils 1810, 
the scho€4s were ordered to be closed, to Che 
end, tlmt under the pretenbe of attending solely 
to the war, both Spain and America might be 
sunk deeper into a state of ignorance. It was 
also ordained, that rights and rewards should 
be forgotten, and that we should do nothing 
but send to Spain our money, oar men, pro- 
visions, productions, submissknis, and obedi-> 
ence. 

'' The|niMic press teemed with nothing bat 
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triumphs and victories^ with donations and 
acknowledfjrments wrested from the people, as 
yet uninformed of our resolution ; and under 
the most severe threats of punishment, a poli- 
tical inquisition with all its horrors was estab- 
lished against those who should read, possess, 
or receive papers, not only foreign but evea 
Spanish that were not issued at the manufactory 
of the regency. Contrary to the very order* 
of the self-coQstituted sovereignty, previously 
issued to deceive us, every bound was over- 
I«aped in the re-election of ultramarine func- 
tionaries, whose only merit consisted in swear* 
ing to maintain Uie system contrived by the 
regency. In the most scandalous and barefaced 
manner, that order which favoured our trade 
and encouraged our agriculture was annulled; 
condemned to the flames, and its authors and 
promoters proscribed. Every kind of aid was 
expected of us ; but we were never inf<n>med 
of its destination, inversion, and expenditure; 
In contempt of even a shadow of public faiths 
and without any exception whatever, all epis* 
tolary correspondence from these countries was 
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more tyrannical. In fine, the plans laid for the 
purpose of perpetuating our bondage now began 
to be practically realized. 
, ''In the mean time» Venezuela, free, and 
mistress of herself, thought of nothing less 
than imitating the detestable conduct of the 
regency and its agents : content with having 
secured her fate against the ambition of an in- 
trusive and illegitimate authority, and shielded 
it against the blackest and most complicated 
plans, was satisfied with shewing by positive 
acts her desire for peace, friendship, corres*^ 
pondence^ and co-operation with her European 
brethren. All those of this class who were 
among us, as such were considered, and two- 
thirds of the political, civil, and military em- 
ployments, both of the high andnniddle classes, 
remained or were placed in the hands of Eu- 
ropeans without any precaution, but with a 
sincerity and good faith that nearly proved 
iatal to our own interests. 

'* Our treasures were generously opened ta 
Qur enemies, that they might enjoy every con- 
venience and profusion in their passage from 
our country : the captains of the packets. Car- 
men, Fortuna, and Araucana were received into 
our ports, and assisted with money to enable 
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them to proceed on their voyage, and fuIH 
their respective commissioDe, and even the 
insolence and crimes of the captain of the For* 
tuna were referred to the judgment of the 
Spanish government. Notwithstanding the 
junta of government of Caracas made manifest 
the motives of precaution which obliged them 
not to expose the public funds which were des- 
tined to recover the nation, to the veracity of 
government they allowed and exhorted the 
people to be generous, and use their fortune* 
according to the impulse of their own senri- 
bility, by pablishing in the public papers the 
mournful statement of the regency, in which 
was portrayed the agonizing state of the na- 
tion, with the view to solicit our aid, and the 
same time that Aey represented it, through the 
medium of their public prints, as vigorous, 
organized, and triumphant; but these were 
destined to deceive as. The commissioners of 
the regency sent t^ Quito,* Santa F^, and Peru 
were hospitably received, treated as friends, and 
their pecuniary wants supplied to their own 
satisfaction. But we lose time in thus analy 
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warp the imperious and triumphing impression 
of ours. 

'' The arrogant mandataries of our country 
were not, however, the only persons authorized 
to support the horrid plans of their constituents; 
the same uniform and universal mission was 
brought out by all those who inundated Ame- 
rica from the sad and ominous reigns of the 
junta of Seville, the central junta, and the 
regency, and under the system of political 
freemasonry, founded on the Machiavelic pact ; 
they all accorded in mutually substituting, re- 
placing, aud assisting each other in the com- 
bined plans against the felicity and political 
existence of the new world, it The island of 
Puerto Rico was immediately made the haunt 
of all the agents of the regency ; the place of 
equipment for all the expeditions; the head 
quarters of all the anti- American forces; the 
workshop of all the impostors, calumnies, tri- 
umphs and tktreats of the regents ; the refuge of 
all the wicked ; the rendezvous of a new gang 
of bucaniers, in order that there might not be 
wanting any of the calamities of the sixteenth 
century in the new conquest of America in the 
nineteenth. The Americans of Puerto Rico, 
oppressed by the bayonets, cannons, fetters, and 
gibbets which surrounded the bashaw Melendes 
and his satellites, had to add to their own 
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misfortunes the painful necessity of contribntiii^ 
to ours. Such was the fate of the AmericanB ; 
condemned not only to be galley-slaves, but to 
be the drivers of each other. 

" The conduct observed by Spain to Ameri- 
ca is harder and more insulting than that which 
she appears to exercise towards France. It ia 
Tvell known that part of the dynasty, still re- . 
sisted by part of the nation, has had decided 
partizans in many of those who considered 
themselves the first national dignitaries, for 
their rank, offices, talents, and knowledge; 
among these may be counted Morla. Azanza» 
O&rrili, Urquijo, Masarredo, and many others 
of every class and profession ; but still there 
has not appeared one of those who so much 
desire the liberty of independence and regene* 
ration of the peninsula, that has raised his 
Toice in favour of the American provinces. 
These, therefore, adopting the same principle* 
of fidelity and national integrity, ha.vB of their 
own accord been ambitious of preserving them- 
selves independent of such intrusive, illegiti* 
nnte. weak, and tumultuary governments. 
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disinterest in the cortes with regard to dis? 
organized, exhausted, and nearly conquered 
Spain, and full. of so much meanness, suspicion^ 
prejudice and pride, towards America; train 
quil, faithful, generous, decided to assist her 
brethren, when she alone can give reality, at 
least in the most essential point, to the theore*^ 
tical and brilliant plans which make the Spanish 
Congress so arrogant. How many treasons* 
murders, assassinations, perfidies and convul^ 
sions have appeared in Spain ; these have passed 
by as the inseparaUe misfortunes of circum* 
9tances, yet not one of the provinces that sur* 
rendered, or was attached to the French do* 
mination, has been treated like Venezuela ; their 
conduct must however have been analyzed, and 
characterised according to reasons, motives^ 
and circumstances that dictated it ; this must 
have been judged in conformity to the rights of 
war, and the sentiments of the nation must 
have been pronounced according to the states 
menta laid before it, but not one of them has 
yet been declared traitorous, in open rebellion^ 
and unnaturalized as was Venezuela ; for non^ 
of them has been created a. public commission 
of diplomatic mutineers, to arm Spaniard against 
Spaniard, to fan the flame of civil war, and to 
Jimrn and annihilate all that cannot be held in 
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the name of Ferdinand VII. America alooe ia 
condemned to endure the until now unheard of 
condition of being warred upon, destroyed, or 
enslaved with the very meauB of assiatanca 
-which she destined for the liberty and common 
felicity of the nation of which she was led to 
believe for a few moments that she constituted 
apart. 

"It appears that the independence of America 
creates more irritation to Spain, than the fo- 
reign oppression that threatens her, for against 
her are in preference employed measures that 
have not even been adopted against the very 
provinces that have proclaimed the new king. 
The incendiary and turbulent talent of a minis- 
ter of the council of Indies could not have a more 
dignified employment than that of again con- 
quering Venezuela with the same arms as those 
of the Alfingers and the Welzers, those first 
tyrants of Venezuela, authorized by Charles V., 
and the promoters of civil war amongst her 
primitive inhabitants, now re-assumed in the 
name of a king placed on the throne against the 
pretensions of the family of him who let < 
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which we had generously eDdeavoured to blot 
out from the memory of our posterity ; under 
this name we are treated with more severity 
than those who abandoned it before we did } 
and under this name it is attempted to continue 
the system of Spanish domination in America, 
which has been looked upon as a political phe- 
nomenon even in the times of the reality^ energy 
and vigour of the Spanish monarchy. And can 
there be found any law that obliges us to pre- 
serve it» and to suffer in its name the torrent of 
distresses heaped upon us by those who call 
themselves the agents of the peninsula ? By 
their means this veiy name obtained the trea-^ 
sures, the obedience^ and acknowledgments of 
America, and by means of their flagitious con- 
duct afterwards, in the exercise of their powers, 
the name of Ferdinand has lost every consider- 
ation amongst us, and consequently we ought 
to abandon it for ever. Es qua persona quia 
lucrum capit, efus factum prcestare tenetur. 

" The tyrant of Borrigum (primitive name 
of Puerto Rico) not content with constituting 
himself a sovereign, to declare war against us, 
and with insulting and calumniating us in his 
flimsy, mean, and self-flattering papers ; not 
satisfied with creating himself the gratuitous 
gaol-keeper of the emissaries of peace, and 



confederation sent to him by his comrade lb« 
gares from the castle of Zap4ras de Mancaibo^ 
because they overturned the pUns he had rfr* 
ceived, and accepted from the regmcy uA 
the nev king of Spain, in exchange Cdf the cap-: 
tain-generalship of Venezuela, purchased at a 
cheap rate of the regents ; not considering audi 
superior merit sufficiently rewarded with the 
honour of &ithfh]ly serving his king; in the moat 
barefaced manner plundered upwards of a hunk 
dred thousand dollars from the puUic fund* 
belonging to Caracas, that had been embaikflA 
in the ship Ferdinand VIL in order to purehMb 
stores and military clothing in Loudon, wherti 
the insurance was effected ; and in order that 
his insult might be the more complete, he alleged 
that the Spanish government might waste and 
misapply them, that Engluid might appropriate 
them to herselfi disowning our resolution, ao 
that in no place they could, or ought to be moi« 
secure than in his hands, negociated by meana 
of his partners in trade, as in iact they were in 
Philadelphia, adding that an account should be 
1 when Puerto Rico had conquered Vepe- 
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imposed upon lumself to render an account of 
90 atrocious and scandalous a depredation ; but 
this is not all that this worthy agent of the re-i 
gency has done in favour. of the designs of his 
constituents. 

** Notwithstanding so much insult, robbery,, 
and ingratitude, Venezuela maintained her re- 
solution, not to vary the principles she had 
traced out for her conduct ; the sublime act of 
her national representation was proclaimed in 
the name of Ferdinand VI f.; under his phan- 
iasmagorical authority all the acts of our govern* 
ment and administration were . maintained, 
though they required no other origin than the 
.people who had constituted them. By the laws 
and regulations of Spain a horrible and sangui- 
iiary gang of European conspirators were tried, 
and these laws were mercifully infringed to save 
their lives, in order that the philanthropic me- 
mory of our revolution might not be stained 
with the blood of our brethren, although they 
were perfidious. Under the name of Ferdinand, 
and through, the interposition of the bonds of 
fraternity and patriotism, endeavours were used 
to inform and reduce the imperious mandataries 
of Goro and Maracaibo, who kept separated 
from our interests our brethren of the west ; 
under the auspices of reciprocal interests, we 
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triumphed over the oppressive acts of Barcelona, 
and under the same we will conquer Guayana, 
twice snatched from our confederation, aa was 
Maracaibo, against the general wishes of its 
inhabitants. 

" It would appear as if nothing now remained 
to be done to secure a reconciliation with Spain, 
or the entire and absolate separation of Ame* 
rica, equally as ruinous and calamitous to the 
one, as it was ungratefully despised by the 
other party ; but Venezuela was desirous of 
draining every means left within her reach, iu 
order that justice and necessity should leave 
her no other alternative than that of total ind&< 
pendence. which ought to have been declared 
on the fifteenth of July, 1808, or on the nine- 
teenth of April, 1810. After appealing to seik> 
sibihty and not to vengeance, in the horrid 
scenes that took place at Quito, Pose, and La 
Pas ; after beholding our own cause supported 
by the uniformity of opinions in Buenos Ayres^ 
Santa F^, the Fioridas, Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Chile ; after obtaining an indirect guarantee 
on the part of England ; after having our con- 
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to endure fresh insults/ before we fly to the 
extreme of breaking with our brethren forever. 
** Caracas, without having done more than 
imitate the conduct of many of the provinces of 
Spain, and practised the rights that the regency 
declared to appertain to America ; without hav- 
ing had in this conduct other designs than those 
inspired by the necessity of not being involved 
in an unknown fate, and to relieve the regents 
from attending to the government of countries 
as remote as they are extensive, at the same 
time they protested to attend to nothing but the 
expulsion of the French from Spain ; without 
having rent her unity and political integrity with 
Spain ; without having disowned as was possir 
ble and proper the lame rights of Ferdinand ; 
the regency, far from applauding on the right of 
convenience, if not of generosity, so just, modest 
and necessary a resolution, and without even 
answering or submitting to the judgment of the 
nation our complaints and our claims : ^ Caracas 
is declared in a state of war, herr^inhabitants 
ate proclaimed rebels and unnaturalized, every 
communication with her brethren is cut offi 
England is deprived of her trade, the excesses of 
Melendes are approved of, and he is authorized 
to commit whatever the malignity of his heart 
may suggest to him, however opposed to reason 
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and to justice ; all this is proved by the order of 
the fourth of September, 1810, unparalleled ftv 
its enormity even among the despots of Con- 
stantinople or Indostan ; and not to deviate in 
the least from the plots of the conquest, a new 
eftcomendero is sent out, under the title of a pa- 
cificator, (pacificador) who with more preroga- 
tives than conquerors and settlers themselves, 
was to fix his residence in Pnerto Rico, and 
thence to threaten, rob, pirate, promise, de- 
ceive, excite civil disturbances, and all ia the 
name of tike beloved Ferdinand VII. 

" Till then the progress of the system of 
subversion, anarchy, and depredation, whieh 
the regency proposed to itself on hearing of dw 
movements of Caracas, had been but slow ; now 
the principal fears of civil war being transferred 
nearer to us, the subaltern agents acquired 
more strength, the flames (ff passion were in- 
creased, as well as the efibrts of the parties 
guided by the directions of Cortavarria and 
Melendes. « Hence ori^ated the incendiary 
energy acquired by the ephemeral sedition of 
the flame of discord, newh 
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Coro ; hence the robberies and assassinations 
committed on oar coasts by the conunissioned 
pirates of the regency ; hence that miserable 
blockade, intended to reduce and disaffect our 
settlements on the coast; hence the insults 
committed on the English flag ; hence the falling 
off of our trade ; hence the conspiracies of the 
valleys of Aragua and Cumani ; hence the hor<» 
rid perfidy in Guayana; and the insulting 
transportation of its leading characters to the 
Moorish dungeons of Pueno Rico— dungeons 
constructed like those of Tunis and Algiers ; 
hence the generous and impartial c^ces of re- 
conciliation sincerely interposed by a represen- 
tative^ of the Bdtish government in the Antilles, 
and rejected by the pseudo pacificator ; hence, 
in fine, alt the evils,^ all the atrocities, and all 
the crimes which are and ever will be attached 
to the names of Cortavarria and Melendes in 
Venezuela^ and which have impelled her go- 
vernment to exceed what was proposed when 
it took upon itself the fate of those who honored 
it with their confidence. 

** The mission of Cortavarria in the nine- 
teenth century, and the state of Spain which 
decreed it, compared with America, against 

• Admirel Sir Alranfar CodoHMb 
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whom it is directed, evinces to what an extent 
the illusion of ambition blinds those who found 
all the origin of their authority on the depravity 
of the people. This act alone sufficed to au- 
thorize our conduct. The spirit of Charles V.» 
the memory of Cortes and Pizarro, and the 
names of Montesuma and Atahualpa, are in- 
voluntarily reproduced in our imagination, ^en 
we see the adelantados, the paquisadores, and the 
eticomendcro$, officers peculiar to the first settle* 
ment of America, renewed in a country which, 
having suffered three centuries of sacrifice and 
debasement, had promised to continue &ithful 
on the only condition of being free, in order 
that accidents, of slavery might not tarnish the 
merit of fidelity. The sctmdalous plenitude of 
power conferred on a man who is authorised by 
an intrusive and illegitimate government, under 
the insulting name of pacificator, to tyranniie 
and plunder, and to crown the vexation, that he 
might pardon a noble, generous, tnmquil, inno- 
cent peo[^e, who were masters of their own 
rights, could only be credited in the impotent 
delirium of a government that tyrannizes over a 
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Ferdinand^, already acknowledged in Venezu(Bla» 
at the time that he was uaable to prevent such 
accumulated insults, such excesses, and so 
much violence, committed in his name, we con- 
sider it necessary to retrace the origin of these 
rights, that we may descant on the nullity and 
invalidity of our generous oath, by which we 
acknowledged him conditionally; notwithstand- 
ing, we have in spite of ourselves to violate the 
spontaneous silence we had imposed upon our- 
selves respecting every thing that occurred 
prior to the affairs at the Escurial and 

Aranjues. 

'' The fact, that America does not belong to 
the territory of Spain is self-evident, and it is 
equally evident that the right which the Bour- 
bons justly or unjustly exercised over it, and 
notwithstanding this was hereditary, yet it 
could not be disposed of without the consent of 
the people, and particularly of those of America^ 
who, on the election between the French and 
Austrian dynasties, might have acted in the 
seventeenth century as they now have done in 
the nineteenth. The bull of Alexander VI., and 
the titles which the house of Austria alleged in 
the American code had no other origin than the 
right of power and conquest, partially ceded to 
the conquerors and to the settlers for tlieir 



assistanoe rendered to the crown in eztending^ 
its dominion in America. Without taking into 
consideration the scanty population of the 
country, the extermination of the natives,' and 
the emigration which the self-called mother 
country sustained; it appears that when the 
Airy of conquest had ceased — when the thirst 
for gold was satisfied — ^when the contittued 
equilibrium was declared in favour of Spain, by 
the advantageous acquisition of America — ^the 
feudal government destroyed and rooted out 
ftt)m the time of the Bourbons in Spain, and 
every right extinct that did not originate in the 
new coDcessions or commands of the prince, 
the conquerors and the settlers then became 
absolved of theirs. As soon as the faultinesa 
and invalidity of the rights which the Bourboui 
have arrogated to themselves are demonstrated, 
the titles by which the American descendants 
of the conquerors possessed Uiese countries re- 
vive — not to the detriment of the natives and 
primitive proprietors, but to equalize them in 
the enjoyment of liberty, property, and inde- 
pendence, which they always held by a right 




^ That Ameiioa does not bdottg to tte tei^ 
ritory of Spain is a priaciple of natund, aad a 
law of positive right. No title just or unjust 
which exists of American slavery can belong' 
to the Spamards of Eucope, and dl die libera* 
lity of Alexander VL could only declare the 
Austrian kings promoters of the &ith, in ordet 
tp find out for them a preternatural right by 
which to make them lords of America. Neither 
the pre-eminence of tlie parent state, nor the 
j^erogative of the mothear country, could at any^ 
time constitute the origin of lorddup on tk^ 
part of Spain* The first was lost the moment 
the monarch who was acknow^dged by the 
Amerieaais left his country and renounce his^ 
lights ; and the second never was more than a 
scandalous abuse of word^ as great as^ that of 
calling our slavery Ifelicity ; that of calling the* 
fiscala protectors of the indians ; and that o£ 
saying that the sons of Americans were divested 
of every right and civil dignity. By the mere 
act of even passing from one country to another 
to settle in it, those who do not leaive their 
homes acquire no property, nor do they expose 
themselves to the hardships of emigration. 
Those who conquer and obtain possesion of a 
eountry by means of their labour, industry, 
cultivation, andi connection with the native* 
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thereto, aretheiiidividxialB whohaTeariglitof 
preferenoe ia.^resemDg it; whidiiig^ tli^ 
traniuiut to . their posterity bom therein ; ' forif 
the country where - one is born poBseased the 
origin of sovereignty/ or gave the right of ac-t- 
quisition, the general will of' nations, and the 
&te of the human race, would then be ' riVeted 
to the soil, as are the trees, mountainst rivera. 
and lakes. 

" NeiUier could it ever be considered as a 
title of property to one part of a nation, the 
other having gone to another country to settle 
in it ; for by such a right Spain would belong to 
the Pluenicians, or their descendants, or to the 
Cartbagenians, wherever these-may be found; 
even the whole of the nations of Europe would 
have to change their abodes to nukenwm ibr 
and re-establish so - singular a territorial right; 
home would then become' as precarious as aiei 
the wants and caprices of men. ' The moral 
abuse of the maternity of Spam, with regard to 
America is still more insignificant, for it is well 
known that in tiie natural order of things, itie 
the duty of the father to emancipate the son. 
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OP extravagance of the father or tiitor endangeir 
his welfere, or expose his patrimony to become 
the prey of a miser, or an usurper. Under 
these principles let a comparison be made of 
the three hundred years of our filiation to Spain; 
and even when it is proved, that she was our 
mother, it still remains to be proved that we 
are yet her minors or pupils. 

'' At any period when Spain has entertained 
any doubt of the rights of the Bourbons, or of 
any other dynasty, the only source, and that 
not a very clear one, of the Spanish dominion 
in America, it would appear that the Americans 
were excluded from alleging any reasons that 
might destroy such claims, though doubtful from 
their very origin ; but as Venezuela may here- 
after be reproached for the conditional oath by 
which the representative body that now declares 
its absolute independence of any foreign power 
previously acknowledged Ferdinand VII., the 
same august body feels anxious that no room 
should be left for scruples of conscience, for 
the illusions of ij^orance, and for the malice 
of wounded ambition, whereby to discredit, 
calumniate, and weaken a resoliition, taken with 
such maturity and deliberation as best suited 
its magnitude and importance. 

'' It is well known, that the promissory oath 
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in queatin ia no BMre than an acceasoiy bondr 
whick always .prfr«uppo8es the validity and 
legitimacy of the contract ratified by the same. 
WIko in the oontract there is no defect that 
way feoderit a«U and ilk^timate, it is then th«t 
ira inT<^ God by an oath, believing ^t he 
will not refuse to witness it. uid guarantee the 
fulfilment of our promiBeSk because the obligik- 
tion to comply with them is founded on an 
evideitf maxim of the natural law instituted by 
the divine anthor. God can at no time guanft- 
:tee any contract that is not binding in the 
niUural order of things, nor can it be su^tosed 
tiiat he will accept any contract opposed to 
'those very Uws which he hiouelf has established 
-£»* the felicity of the human race. It woidd 
be insulting his wisdom to beUeye tiuA he 
woiild lifltea to oar tows when we implore hit 
divine concurrence to a contract that is opposed 
to our own liberty, the only origin o( the ri^^ 
:of ouE actioDfr-^nch a suppoedtion would 
inculcate an idea that Crod had an interest hi 
'multiplying our duties by means of such agre^ 
meats, to the prejudice of our national liberty. 
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mmi if he who vidates a sworn contract be 
criminal, and worthy of pnmshment, it is be- 
•cause he has violated good faith, the only bond 
of society, without the perjury being more 
concerned than to increase the crime, and to 
ag^;ravate the ponishment* That national' law 
which binds us to fulfil our prcmnses, and that 
divine one which forbids us to invoke the name 
of €rod in vain, do not in any manner alter the 
obligation contracted under the simultaneous 
«nd inseparable effects of both laws, so that 
the infraction of the one supposes die infraction 
*of the other. For our good we call on God to 
witness our prcunises, and when we believe that 
he can guarantee them, and avenge their viola* 
tion, it is only because the contract has nothing 
in itself that can render it invalid, illicit, un- 
worthy of or contrary to the eternal justice of 
Ae Supreme Arbiter to whom we submit it 
It is according to these principles that we are to 
analyze the conditional oath by which the con** 
gross of Venezuela has promised to preserve the 
ri^ts legally held by Ferdinand VIL, without 
attributing to it any other which, being contrary 
to the liberty of the people, would conse- 
quentiy invalidate the contract, and annul the 
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^' We have seen that the people of Venezuela^ 



impelled by thegOTerninent. of ^ain, 
inseDsible of the circnm8taiice» that nttduad 
thetoterated rights of Ferdinand void, in conaft- 
quence of the transactirais of the Eacjuiial aM^ 
Aninjuesi as well as those of all his hmae,- fay 
the CesaioDs. and. abdicatums made at BayooBef . 
and from, the demtmstration of this tndih, .fill- 
lows, as a corollary, the invalidity of an oat^ 
which, besides being conditional, could, not 
iobaist- beyond the. contract to which it. was 
added as an accessory bond. To. preserve tte 
li^t of . Ferdinand was all. that Caracas pnv- 
nised on the nineteenth of April, at a. tins 
when she; was ignorant that he had lost thein-*- 
Judido carajttramentvm, imcgntumDiv. tarn. SS^ ' 
■p. 80, art. 9. Si vera ait juidem posibile^fitrif 
aedjierimn. debeat, vdquideat perse maUami wti 
qma eit bom vnpeditivum, turn: Jttramaitp dutt 
ju^itia, et idea tun ett MervatiduM. Qoest csfc^ 
art 7. .Even if Ferdinand retained them 
with regard to Spain, it remains to be proved 
whether by virtue of the same he was authorixed 
to cede America to another dynasty, without 
the concurrence of her own consult The 
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protest against the imminent danger ^rtkh 
threatened the integrity of the monarchy in 
both worlds, by the introduction of Fimeh 
troc^B into Spain previous to the transactifmi M 
Bayonne, invited no doubt by one of the Bca»> 
bon factions, in order to usurp the natimul 
sovereignty in favour of an intruder, a foreigner, 
or a traitor ; but as these events are prior totim 
period that we have fixed on for our dlscussioB^ 
we will return to those which have authorised 
our conduct since the year 1808. 

" Every one is aware of the occurrences ' 
that took place at the Escurial in 1807, but pep* 
haps all are not acquainted with the natural 
results of those events. It is not our intentioa 
to enter here into the discovery of the origin of 
the discord that existed in the 6unily of Cfaarle* 
IV.; let England and France attribute it ta 
themselves, both governments have their ao 
cusers and their defenders ; neither is it to oar 
purpose to notice the marriage agreed on be- 
tween Ferdinand and the daughter-in-law of 
Napoleon, the peace of Tilsit, the conference 
at Erfiihrt, the secret treaty at St Cloud, and 
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Charles IV. A hundred pens and a hundred 
presses published at the same time in both 
worlds his perfidy, and the pardon which at 
his prayer was granted to him by his father ; 
but this pardon, as an attribute of the sovereignty 
and of paternal authority, only absolved the son 
from corporal punishment ; the king his father 
had no power to free him from the infamy and 
inability which the constitutional laws of Spain 
impose on the traitor, not only to prevent him 
from obtaining the royal dignity, but even the 
lowest office of civil employment ; Ferdinand 
therefore never could be a lawful king of Spain^ 
or of the Indies. 

" To this condition the heir of the crown re- 
mained reduced till the month of March, 1808, 
when while the court was at Aranjues, the pro- 
ject that was frustrated at the Escurial was 
converted into insurrection, and open mutiny, 
by the friends of Ferdinand. The public exas- 
peration ugainst the ministry of Godoy served 
as a pretext to the faction of Ferdinand, and as 
an indirect plea to convert to the good of the 
nation what was perhaps allotted to other de- 
signs. The fact of using force against his father, 
instead of supplication and convincing argu- 
ments ; his having excited the people to mutiny ; 
his having assembled the mob in front of the 
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palace, in order to take it by surprise, to iunft 
the miDister, and force the king to abdicate h» 
crowQ, which, for from giving FerdiDand any 
title to it, tended to increase hia crime, to ag- 
gravate his treachery, and to complete fait insF 
bility to ascend the tiirone, vacated by violence, 
perfidy, uid- &ction. Charles IV., outraged* 
disobeyed, and threatened, had no other altema^ 
tive suitable to his decorum, and favourable to 
his vengeance, than to emigrate to France to 
implore the protection of Bonaparte, in favour 
his offended royal dignity. Under the nuUity 
of the abdication of Anmjues, and ccmtrary to 
the will of the people of Spain, all the Boui^ 
bona assembled at Bayonne, preferring their 
personal resentments to the safety of the nati<Hi. 
The emperor of the French availed himself of 
this opportunity, and having under his controul* 
and within bis influence the whole femily of 
Ferdinand, and several of the first Spanish dig^ 
nitaries, as well as many substitutes for deputies 
in the cortes, be obliged Ferdinand to zeatota 
-the crown to his father, and then the latter to 
cede it to him, the emperor, in order that he 
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mnocence of Ferdinand, compared to the inso- 
lence and despotism of the favourite, Grodoy, 
directed the conduct of Venezuela when the 
local authorities wavered on the fifteenth of 
July, 1 808 ; and being left to choose between 
the alternative oi delivering himself up to a 
foreign power, or of remaining faithful to a 
king who appeared to be unfortunate and per* 
aecuted — the ignorance of what had occurred — 
triumphed over the interests of the country, 
and Ferdinand was acknowledged, under the 
)>elief, that by this means, the unity of the 
nation being maintained, she would be saved 
from the oppression that threatened her, and 
the king ransomed, of whose virtues, wisdom, 
and rights we were falsely prepossessed. But 
less was requisite on the part of those who relied 
on our good faith to oppress us. Ferdinand, 
disqualified, and unable legally to obtain the 
crown-^previously announced by the leaders 
of Spain as dispossessed of his right of suc- 
cessionr-r- incapable of governing in America, 
and held in bondage by a foreign power-^from 
that tinie became by illusion a legitimate but 
imfbrtuaate prince. As many as had the 
audacity to call themselves his self-created heirs 
and representatives became as such, and 
taking advantage of the innate fidelity of the 
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Spaniards of both worlds, and formiDg 1 
selves into intrusive governments, they appro^ 
priated to themselves the sovereignty of the 
people, under the name of a chimerical king^ 
began to exercise new tyrannies, and, in a word, 
the commercial junta of Cadiz sought to' extend 
her controul over the whole of Spanish Am»^ 
rica. 

" Such have been the antecedents and coa> 
sequences of an oath, which, dictated by can- 
dour and generosity, and conditionally main- 
tained by good faith, is now arrayed against mC 
in order to perpetuate those evils which the 
dear-bought experience of three years haa 
proved to be inseparable to bo iatal and ruinous 
an engagement Taught as we are fay a series of 
evils, insults, hardships, and ingratitude, during 
the interval of from the fifteenth of Jnly, 1806, 
to the fifth of July, 1811, and such as we have 
already manifested, it became full time that we 
should abandon it, as a talisman invented by 
ignorance, and adopted by a misguided fidelity, 
as from its first eidstence it has constantly 
heaped upon us all the evils that accompany an 



SOUTH AliOSRICA. 101 

strations of compassion and gratitude on the 
other, have been the two favourite springs alter- 
nately played on to support our illusion, to 
decrease our substance, to prolong our degrada- 
tion, to multiply our evils, and ignominiously 
to prepare us to receive that passive fate pre- 
pared for us by those who have dealt with us 
so kindly for three centuries. Ferdinand VIL 
is the universal watch-word for tyranny, as well 
in Spain as in America. 

** No sooner was that vigilant and suspicious 
fear, produced among us by the contradictory 
acts and artificious falsehoods of the strange 
and short-lived governments which have suc- 
ceeded one another since the junta of Seville, 
made known to these governments, than they 
recurred to a system of apparent liberality 
towards us, in order to cover with flowers the 
very snare we had not perceived while covered 
by the veil of candour, which was at length 
rent asunder by mistrust. For this purpose of 
deceit were accelerated, and tumultuously as- 
sembled, the cortes, so wished for by the nati(m, 
and opposed by the commercial government of 
Cadiz, but which were at length considered as 
necessary to restrain the torrent of liberty and 
justice, which on every side burst the wounds 
of oppression and iniquity in the new world ; it 
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was ereD still supposed that the habit of obedn 
eace, Bubmisaion, and dependence, would IM 
in us superior to the conviction which at so 
high a price we had just obtained. 

" It is most strange by what kind of decep* 
tion, fatal to Spain, it has been believed, that 
the one part of a nation which crosses the ocean^ 
OT is born under the tropics, acquires a habit 
united to servitude, and incapable of bendii^ 
to the habits of liberty. The effects of this 
strong-rooted prejudice, as notorious to the world 
as they are fetal, were at length converted into 
the welfare of America. Without it Spain would 
perhaps not have lost the rank she held as a na* 
tion, and America in obtainiug this blesaing 
would have had to pass through the bitter orw 
deal of a civil war, more ominous to iti promo> 
ten than to ourselves. 

" Our public papers have already sufficiently 
demonstrated the defects under which the cortet 
kboured respecting America, and the measnrea 
aa illegal as insulting adopted by that body to 
give us a representation which we could not bnt 
object to, even though we were, as the regency 
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when they most required our aid. They bave^ 
no doubt, been informed of the reasooiugs we 
used with their perfidious envoy, Montenegro, 
at a time that the former missions being frus- 
trated, the great shipments of newspapers filled 
with triumphs, reforms, heroic acts, and lament- 
ations, being rendered useless; and the inefficacy 
of blockades, pacificators, squadrons and ex- 
peditions, made known ; it was thought conve- 
nient to dazzle the self-love of the Americans, 
by seating near to the throne of the cortes de- 
puties whom we had never named, and who 
could not be chosen our substitutes by those 
who created them such, in the same manner as 
they did others for the provinces in possession 
of the French, submitting to, and alleging them- 
selves content under their domination. In case 
this puerile measure of the prolific genius of 
Spain should not produce a due effi^t, the envoy 
(and for this purpose an American, a native of 
Caracas, was selected) was ordered, that in 
case the energy of the country, now called re- 
liellion, should prevail against fraternity, (the 
name given to perfidy), he was to add fuel to 
ithe flame already kindled in Coro and Maracaibo, 
and that discord, again raising her serpent head; 
might lead the herald of the cortes by the hand 
under the banner of rebellion through those 



deceiTed diatricts of Venezuela that had not 
been able to triumph over their oppressing 
tyrants. 

" Stratagems and artifices were repeatedly 
forged, in order that duplicity and cuaning 
might prepare the road for the sanguinary anniea 
of the chiefs of Ckiro, Maracaibo, and Puertdt 
Rico ; and when the cortea were convinced that 
the conduct of Ferdinand, his bonds of affinity 
with the emperor of the French, and his in- 
fluence over all the Bourbons already placed 
under hia tutelage, began to weaken the insidi- 
ous impressions, which fidelity, sustained by 
illusion, had produced in the Americans ; pre- 
ventatives were employed to stop the flame 
already kindled, and Umit it to what was yet 
necessary for their vast complicated and dari^ 
designs. For this purpose was written the elo- 
quent manifest which the cortes on the ninth 
of January directed against America, worded 
in a Btile worthy of a better object ; but under 
the brilliancy of diction the dark side of the 
argument, designed to deceive, was discovered. 
Fearing that we should be the first to protest 



SOUTH AllBRTCA. Itl5 

for his pseudo-representatives the treasures, 
submission, and slavery of America ; and Fer^ 
dinand seduced, deceived, and prostituted to 
the designs of the emperor of the French, is 
now the last resource to which they fly to ex^ 
tinguish the flames of liberty which Venezuela 
had kindled in the south continent. We have 
discovered and published the true spirit of the 
manifest in question, reduced to the following* 
reasoning, which may be considered as an ex* 
act commentary : — ' America is threatened with 
becoming the victim of a foreign power, or of 
continuing to be our slave ; but in order to re- - 
cover her rights, and to throw off all dependency 
whatever, she has considered it necessaiy not 
violently to break the bonds that held her to 
this country. Ferdinand has been the signal of 
reunion which the new world had adopted, and 
we have followed ; he is suspected of con- 
nivance with the emperor of the French, and 
if we give ourselves up blindly to him, we 
afford the Americans a pretext for believing us 
still his representatives ; and as these designs 
already begin to be understood in some parts 
of America, let us previously manifest our in* 
tention not to acknowledge Ferdinand, except 
under certain conditions; these will never be 
carried into effect, and whilst Ferdinand neither, 
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iQ fiict Dor right is our king, we afaall reign orcr 
America, the country we so much covet, which 
although so difficult to preserve-in slavery, will 
not then so easily slip through our fingers.' 
Such are the expressions illustrative of the <4M- 
oions of Spaniards, agitated in the cortes, rct- 
q>ecting the allegiance to Ferdinand. 

" The above brilliant appearance of liberality 
is now the real and visible spring of the com- 
plicated machine destined to excite and stir op 
commotions In America ; at the same time that 
within the walls of the cortes justice towards us 
is overlooked, our efforts are eluded, our reso- 
lutions are contemned, our enemies are sup- . 
ported, the voices ctf our imaginary representa- 
tives are suppressed, Uie inquisition is renewed' 
against them, when the liberty of the press m- 
[nroclaimed, and it is controversially discussed 
whether th eregency could or could not declacv 
us free, and one integral part of the nation. 
When an American, worthy of that name, speaks 
against the abuses of the regency in Puerto 
Rico, endeavoura are made to silence his just, 
energetic, and imperious claims, that distin- 



peaceable bosom of his country, in order to 
destroy it ; deceptioDs were successively prao* 
tised OQ the most innocent and laborious classes 
of the imported colooists of Venezuela, princir 
pally emigrants from the Canary Islande. and 
in spite of our endeavours the chief instigators 
were led to the block as a sacrifice to justice 
and to tranquillity. By the suggestions of the 
pacificator of the cortes, and posterior to their 
said decree, the political union of our constitu- 
tion was lacerated in Valencia ; attempts were 
made in vain to reduce other cities of the inte- 
rior ; a false summons was sent to Carora, bj 
the factious leaders of the west, to the end that 
Venezuela might on the same day be deluged in 
blood, and sunk in affliction and desolation, and 
be hostilely assaulted from every point withiii 
the reach of the conspirators, who were scat- 
tered amongst us by the same government that 
issued the decree in favour of Puerto Rico and 
of all America. The name of Ferdinand VII. 
is the pretext under which the new world is 
about to be laid waste, if the example of Vene- 
zuela does not henceforward cause the standard 
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^ould carry us still further, if we did not dread 
isplitting on the same rocks as have the govern* 
ments of Spain, by substituting resentment for 
justice ; at the same time that we can charge her 
with three centuries of acts of injustice, we 
have opposed three years of lawful, generous^ 
and philanthropic efforts to obtain what it was 
never in our power to dispose of, although by 
nature ours. Had gall and poison been the 
chief agents of this our solemn, true, and can<» 
did manifest, we should have begun by des- 
troying the rights of Ferdinand, in consequence 
of the illegitimacy of his origin, declared by his 
mother at Bayonne, and published in the 
French and Spanish papers; we should have 
proved the personal defects of Ferdinand, his 
ineptitude to reign, his weak and degrading 
conduct in the court at Bayonne ; his inefficient 
education, and the futile securities that offered 
for the realization of the gigantic hopes of the 
governments of Spain; hopes founded in the 
illusion of America, nor any other support than 
the political interests of England, much opposed 
to the rights of the Bourbons. The public 
opinion of Spain, and the experience of the 
revolution of the kingdom, furnish us with suf- 
ficient proofs of the conduct of the mother, and 
the qualifications of the son, without recurring 



to tbe mtnifest of the minister Azuua, pab- 
lisbed after the transactioiu of Bayonne, and 
the secret memoirB of Maria Lnisa; but de- 
cency is the guide of our conduct, to which m, 
are ready to sacrifice even our reason. Suffi- 
dent has already been alleged to prove the jus- 
tice, necesMty, and utility of our reaolotiai^ 
for die support of which, nothing is wanting bnt 
the examples fay which we will strive to jastify 
our independence. 

" It were necessary for the partizaas of 
shivery in the new world either to destroy, or 
to falsify tuBtory, that unchangeable moniuneDt 
of the rigfatsand ofthe usurpations of tbe human 
race, befiwe they could maintain that America 
was not liable to the same changes that all othef 
natioDS havie expehenced. Even when tbe rights 
of the Bourbons bed been inconteatiMe and 
indelible; the oath that we have proved nevor did 
exist, the, injustice, force, and deceit with 
which the same was exacted of ub would suffico 
to sender it null and void, so. soon as it wu 
found to be exposed to out liberty, grievons to 
our rights, prqudicial to our interests, and &ta] 
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strength that it obtained by means of the result 
of their conquest. It was in this manner that 
Spain herself recovered her rights, after she 
had sworn allegiance to the Carth^enians, Ro« 
mans, Goths, Arabs, and almost to the French ; 
nevertheless she yet disowns the rights of Ame- 
rica, no longer to depend on any nation when 
she is capable of throwing off the yoke, and 
following the example of Spain and of other 
nations. 

''It would be superfluous to remind our 
enemies of what they already knew, and in 
what they have themselves founded the sacred 
right of their own liberty and independence ; 
epochs so memorable, that they ought not to 
have been tarnished with the slavery of the 
greater part of a country situated on the other 
side of the ocean. But unfortunately it is not 
they alone whom it is necessary to convince 
by palpable examples of the justice and com- 
mon resemblance that our independence bears 
to that of all other nations which had lost and 
again recovered it. The illusions of slavery, 
kept alive by the candour of the Americans, 
and supported by the most criminal abuse that 
superstition can form of the established belief 
and religion, which one would suppose were 
only dictated for the happiness, liberty, and 



aalvatioii of the people, namely,' by the dzocMi^) 
maaications deDounced agaiost the peo{^of- 
Caracas for changing theii government, render, 
it necessary to tranquillize the deceired pietyaf ; 
some, to iostruct their unwary ignorance, andt 
stimulate their apathy, that had slumbered: 
since the unusual tranquillity of the new order of. 
things: in short, it is time to inculcate, that: 
governments never bad nor ever can have any: 
other duration than the utility and happiness of: 
the human race may require ; that kings are ikot 
of any privileged nature, nor of an order supe-'< 
rior to other men; that their authority emanates- 
from the people, directed and supported by the 
providence of God, who leaves our actions to.> 
our own free-will; that his omnipotence doeS' 
not interfere in &vour of any peculiar fwrn of- 
govemment; and that neither religion nor its: 
ministers can anathematize the efforts of a tui- 
tion struggling to be free and independent in tho 
political order of things, and resolved to depend 
only on God and his nunisters in a moral and ' 
religious a 

"The very people of God, governed by 
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latisfjBiAtof; to the orthodox piety of the 
of public order. The sub^ts of Phacaoh, and 
hound by force- to obey him, collect loumd 
Moae«, and under hift guidance triua»ph over 
their enemies, and re-cover their independence 
without being blamed by God or his prophet 
and legislator, Moses, for their ooaduct, ov 
being 8ubje<^d by them to the least maledictioB 
or anathema. This same people being after- 
terwards subjected by the forcea of Nebuchad- 
nezzar ; .first — under the direction of Holofer-* 
nes, Judith was senjt by God to procure their 
independence by the death of thev Babylonian 
general. Under AAtiodkus, Epiphanes, Mat- 
tathias and his sonsi msed the standard of 
iiidependenc^ and God blessed and aided their 
efforts till he obtained the entire liberty of his 
people agaiaat the oppression oi that impious 
king and his successors.. Not only against the 
iporeign kings who oppressed them did the 
Israelites resort to the right of insurrection by 
breaking through the obedience to force; but 
even against those whom God had giveii them 
in their own country and of their own nation do 
we behold them clsiim this imprescriptable 
right wherever their liberty and their advantage 
required it, or when the sacred character of 
those facts by which God himself bound 
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them to thoie he chose as their governors, had 
been profitued. David obtained the allegiance 
of the Israelites io favour of his dynasty, and 
his son Solomon ratified it in fitvour of his po»- 
terity ; but at the death of this king, who had 
oppressed his subjects by exactions and con- 
tributions to support the splendour of his court 
and the luzurj and sumptuousness of his 
pleasures, then the tribes of Judah and Benjar 
min alone acknowledged his son, and the oUwr 
ten, availing themselves of their rights, recovered 
their political independence, and in ^uniBe 
thereof deposited their sovereignty in Jerebo- 
am, the son of Nabath. The momentary and 
passing hardships of the reign of Solomon were 
sufficient for the Israelites to annul their obedi- 
ence sworn to his line, and to place another oa 
the throne without waiting for an order from the 
Deity, informing them, that their fete no longer 
depended on the kings of Judah, nor on the 
ministers, chiefs, or priests of Solomon. And 
shall tiie Christian people of Venezuela and of 
all Spanish America he still in a worse plight 
and after being declared free by the government 
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to his people without being spurned, and with- 
out vengeance being hurled upon their heads? 
It is his divine hand that guides our conduct, 
and to his eternal judgments our resolution 
shall be submitted. 

'' If the independence of the Hebrew people 
was not a sin against the written law, that of a 
Christian people cannot be such against the law 
of grace. At no time has the apostolical see ex- 
communicated any nation that has risen against 
the tyranny of those kings or governments 
which had violated the social compact The 
Swiss, Dutch, French, and North Americans 
proclaimed their independence, overturned 
their constitution, and varied their forms of 
government without having incurred any other 
spiritual censures than those which the church 
mig^t have fulminated for the infringements on 
the belief, discipline, or piety, but without 
their being connected with political measures or 
alluding to the civil transactions of the people. 
The Swiss were bound by oath to Germany, 
«i were also the Dutch to Spain, the French to 
liouis XVI ., and the North Americans to 
George IIL; yet neither they nor the princes 
that favoured their independence were excom- 
municated by the Pope. The grandfather of 
Ferdinand VIL, one of the most pious and 
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oalholic kings that ever filled the tfarone of 
Spain, together with faia oephew, Louis XVI^ 
protected the iadependenoe of Noitfa Aotenca* 
without dreading eodeBtastical ceosuicB or tka 
anger of heaven ; and now that the order md 
succesincm of events more justly place it withia 
. the reach of South America, those who cafl 
themselves the authorized agents trf the gnad- 
SOB wish to abuse tlut same religion so muck 
respected by Charles III., in order to prolong 
the most atrocious and unparalleled usuipih 
tioD8. Just, omnipotent, and most mercifid 
God ! Till when will ^naticism dispute the 
empire of that sacred religion which tiioa seat 
to the uDcorrupibect regions of AmericK for thy 
glory and her feliooty. 

" The events which have accumulated in 
Europe to terminate the bondage of Amwaca; 
beyond doubt entered into the high desigos 
of Providence. Placed at a transatlsiitic 
distance of two thousand leagoes, we ban 
done nothing in the three years which fame 
elapsed sinoe we oug^t Id be free and inde- 
pendent, till the period wihen we resolved to be 
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regeaemtiMy and for whose welfare we wished 
to open tbe gates of the new world, heretofore 
closed to all ^ommnnicatkm with the old one, 
aow wasted ai3d inikmed by war, hunger, and 
desolation. Three distinct oligarchies have de- 
clared wur against us, have despised our claims, 
have excited civil distensions amongst us, have 
sown the seeds of discord and mistrust in our 
great family, have planned three horrible con- 
spiracies against our liberty, have interrupted 
our trade, have suppressed our agriculture, 
have tradiAoed our conduct, and have sought to 
raise against us an European power, by vainly 
imploring its aid to oppress us. The same flag, 
the same language, the same religion, the same 
laws, have till now confounded the party of 
liberty with that of tyranny : Ferdinand VII. 
as liberator, has been opposed to Ferdinand 
VIL as oj)pre88or ; and if we had not resolved 
to abandon a name at the same time sjrnony- 
mouB with erioie and virtue, America would in 
the ettd be enslavpd by the same power that is 
exercised for tkut independence of Spain. 

'' Sudi has been the nature of the imperious 
impulse of conviction, tending to open our eyes, 
and to impel Venezuela to separate eternally 
from a name -so ominous and so fata!. Placed 
by it in the irrevocable alternative of being the 
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slave or the enemy of ber brethren, she hu pre- 
ferred the purchase of her own freedom at the 
expense of friendship, without destroying tbe 
means of that reconciliation she desired. The 
most powerful reasons, the most serioaa medi- 
tations, the most profound considerations, long 
discussions, contested debates, well analyzed 
combinations, imperious eventa, imminent dan- 
gers, and the public opinion clearly pronounced 
and firmly sustained, have been the precureoni 
of that solemn declaration made on the fifth of 
July, by the general congress of Venemela, of 
the absolute independence of ^s part of Sonth 
America; an act sighed for and applauded by 
the people of the capital, sanctioned by the 
powers of the confederation, acknowledged by 
the representatives of the provinces, sworn to 
and hailed by the chief of the church of Vene- 
zuela, and to be maintained with the lives, for- 
tunes, and honour of all the citizens. 

" Freemen, companions of our fitte I Te 
who have known how to divest your hearts of 
fear, or of hope ; give from the elevation on 
which your virtues have placed you an impar- 
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If you have been aflfected by our evils^ and are 
interested in our felicity, unite your efforts 
with ours, that the artifices of ambition may 
not any longer triumph over liberality and 
justice. 

** To you it belongs to convince Spain 
of what an unfortunate rivalship places beyond 
the reach of America. Refrain the giddiness 
that has seized on her new governments ; point 
out to them the reciprocal advantages of our 
regeneration ; unfold to them the soothing pros- 
peqt thilt they are prevented from beholding in 
America by that monopoly which has hardened 
their hearts ; tell them what threatens them in 
Europe, and point out to them what they may 
expect in America, tranquil, uncorrupted, and 
already covered with all the blessings of liberty; 
nay swear to them in our name, that Venezuela 
awaits her brethren with open arms to share 
with them her happiness without asking any 
other sacrifice than that of prejudice, pride, 
and ambiticm, which for three centuries have 
produced the united misery of both countries." 

''Juan Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez, Pre^t&ii//' 
"Francisco Isnardy, Secretary" 

'*Fcderai Palace of Caracas, July 30th, 1811" 
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CHAPTER IV. 



SUIaof Lini Bip«litioii to Chile, Doder CdIobcI Goidn Eiitof 

BagiULBt of T«i«T«ra irmw (mn flpaiii nwtaf xattoHBaaaBda....- 

ReTDlnlin of Cukd tMft Araquip* DmUi vf Pudmci^im, ud lb* Pft- 

triot Hel|{>T ArriTil of Fliga lakea by Omia in Chile Viemj 

AbMoi mpeneded bj Pniiih. Clnnelv of thiAmv ITiglMJH 

of FmuU'o AdminittimiHi Aninl of 1^ Benn SMaof UwM 

1817 Battle of CbacabnCD id ChiL« Extract of ■ Jadnw] Heir 

EipeifitioD to Chile nader Owrk New* ofhttb of Umjjn LsvaT 

Um Spmiih Pi^t>le Ham iHbel, ud put of CooTojb AcTh«lifb«4 

CachmieoffCallw. 

The preceding maoifiest from Venezuela, shew- 
ing the principal grievances of the Americans 
in that particular part of the country, was 
equaHy applicable to the colonists in general ; 
but many of the provinces laboured under pecu- 
liar disadvantages and oppressions, particularly 
those situated on the western side of the amti- 
^ent; nor were the Creoles die 6rst nor die 
loudest in their clamours. The Spanish mer- 
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cargoes and masters, under the protection of 
passports from the constituted sovereignties of 
Spain; the large planters also felt the want 
of new importations of slaves, and although 
the Creoles suffered equally with the Spaniards, 
yet accustomed to suppress their feelings, they 
remained silent, while the former were loud in 
their deprecations. The sugar planters began, 
under the sanction of the new laws of the consti- 
tution and the cortes to manufacture rum, to the 
detriment of the owners of vineyards at Pisco 
and Canete, many of whom were Spaniards. 
Secret meetings were held in every part of the 
city; those of theSpaniardswere permitted by the 
government under the pretence that they were 
innocent or virtuous, while those of the natives 
were called seditious and unwarrantable. Every 
opportunity was taken to lull the people with 
stories of victories obtained against the insur- 
gents in Upper Peru, and the most tyrannical 
espionage was set on foot by the government, 
for the purpose of thwarting any communication 
of the true state of affairs in America, when the 
government of Peru could only expect support 
from the native troops. Every thing seemed to 
augur to the government in Lima the fate of 
those of the other capitals of South America ; 
indeed Mexico and Lima were the only two 
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capitals that preterred their ancieot anthonliM; 
the other two viceroyaltieB, Bneixw Ayres aa<i 
Santa F£, and the captain-geDerslahips and pre- 
sidencieB of Ghile> Chuquisaca. Quito and 
Caracas, with the greater part of the gorem* 
ments of South America, were imder the pro- 
tection of their own constituted authorities, and 
declared by the Spanish Viceroys in open war 
vith the mother country. 

Colonel Cralnsa was seat with an expeditioii 
against the revolted Chileans in 1612, and har* 
ing landed at Talcahuano, he marched toward* 
ihe capital : hia soccesses were th^ continued 
boast of the Spaniards in Lima, who insulted with 
taunts the Creoles respecting their inferiority, 
forgetting that the army of Gsinsa was almoat 
exclusively formed of natives ; however, in 1813 
it was found that the career of Gainsa was at as 
end, and that he had come to terms with Uie 
insnrgoits, the principal import of which ma, 
jthat things shonld remain as they then were* 
until the decision of the cortes in Spain ; for the 
purpose of obtaining which the Chileans should 
send their deputies. This treaty was euaran- 
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Riiis; he dechired that Gainsa had no powers 
to capitahte, aiid prepared another expedition 
against Chile. 

The arrival of Spanish troops made the re^ 
sident Spaniards more imperious and insolent 
than ever ; but they had soon cause to r^ret 
having solicited the assistance of an armed' 
Ictfce from Spain^ for all the expenses incurred 
in the equipment of the expedition at Cadiz were 
ordered to be defrayed by the merchants of 
lima. The officers and soldiers were also of the 
worst character, the former having been ex- 
pelled from different corps in the mother coun** 
try for crimes which they had there committed^ 
and the latter were taken from the common 
gaofay^ places* of exile, and the galleys. The 
insolence of these protectors was not limited to 
any class of people in lima : they had been in- 
formed in Spain^ that the booty or plunder of 
the insnrgents in America would make theiii as 
rich in the nineteenth century as that of the 
indians had rendered their forefathers in the 
sixteenth; thus robberies and even murders were 
committed under the sanction of rich promises ; 
»id it was dreaded by the government, that the 
very force sent to protect them would cause a 
nevolution, or perhaps head one in limar; how- 
ever, aa opportunity presented, itself to dispose 
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of two huodred of the nioe that had arrifedi 
The Cacique Fucatoro revolted at Huamangs, 
deposed the Spanish authorities, and declared 
himself ia favour of the Buenos Ayres anny : 
this blow so near to Lima called for an muMn 
diate remedy. Two hundred soldiers of. Talar 
vera were sent to quell the rebel indian^ who 
led them into a narrow ravine, and ascended tlie 
moiMttaios on each side, where large piles of 
stones had been so artfully placed, that by re- 
moving one, placed as a key-stone, the whole 
mass rolled down the sides of the mountaina^ 
and not one of the Spaniards escaped. Tha 
victorious indians then, continued throwing and 
rolhng down pieces of rock till they had' cboin 
pletely buned their enemies. This patriotio 
Cacique was afterwards taken prisoner by a 
party of troops sent from Cnaco, and waa 
hanged and quartered at Huamanga. . 

This di^raceful expedition only tended to 
render the Spanish soldiers more insolent ; and 
it became a difficult matter to prevent an open 
revolt. 

Early in July, 1813, the transports for a 
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dered her mfety, and the departure of the pro* 
tectuig force was hailed as that of an insolent 
and oppressive enemy. But the calm was not 
of long duration. The news from the north, of 
the conquests in Quito by Greneral Montes was 
accompanied by that of the revolution of Gusco 
in the south, and the possession of Arequipa 
by the Cacique Pumacagua ; this threatened the 
most fatal consequences to Lima; however, 
Greneral Ramires was sent from Upper Pern 
with a division of the army, then under the 
command of General Pesuela, and retook 
Cusco and Arequipa, where he put the old 
Cacique and upwards of a hundred of his fol- 
lowers to dmdi, among whom was my particular 
friend, Jose Maria Melgar. 

Friendship and admiration demand of me a 
short account of this virtuous youth. He was a 
native of Arequipa, and educated for the baf 
at Lama : he had retired to his native city, and 
was on the eve of marriage with a female whom 
he loved. Pumacagua arrived at Arequipa, and 
took it ; Melgar was a patriot, he offered his 
services to the Cacique-general, they were 
accepted, and he was appointed judge advocate 
to the army. On the capture by Ramires, Mel- 
gar was apprehended, tried, and sentenced to 
be shot. His parents, his relations, and 
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Saeoda solicited his pardon, wbich was pP(H 
raiaed, on cooditioa Aat he would poblicl^ 
leeast : to thii he objectad, uid he wa» led to 
the place of execati<HL 

The aasiatrng priest seated hanself on tfa* 
stool, aad Melg^ knelt to confen his aiiu, up 
vdte a pardoK, and receirc absolution ; but h^ 
suddenly Foee from his knees, and, in a state of 
agitatioi^ aud to his confessor, " Is it posaiUs 
that you should here speak to me of things of this 
vorM t It was your duty to speak to me of t&oaa 
in the next, which I am on the verge of witaeast 
ing: tiuBworldQitut soon ecaae to exist fornix 
and I had Ki^ed t» have left it in peace ; hat 
your request and promises have unsattled my 
mind, and agitated my aovX. 1 took a part in 
the caose of my coiutry ; I believed U to he my 
dat^, 1 did idu I conaidared it just ; I embiaeed 
it^ aad I die for having done my duty, and only 
nipret at thia moment that. I sbaU not die as 
i^oiLy as I expected. You, father, who oug^ 
Ifi have endeavoured ta eieate ttanqnilUly m. ray 
wral ift^ my last moments, have des^yed my 
peace L"— Heibeiiaskedthe adjatmtif hemig^ 
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smoked about half the segar, knocked off the 
ashes, and threw it aside ; he then thanked the 
adjutant and the soldier, and said ** thank 
hearen I am again calm and resigned ; now. Sir, 
do y(Ar duty." The bandage was ordered to 
be tied over his eyes, but he begged that this 
ceremony might be omitted : '' I am not afraid 
to die," said he, and clasping his hands over his 
eyes, he exclaimed, '' this will do 1 " The fatal 
signal was then given — the soldiers fired, and 
the virtuous patriot Melgar fell! The execu* 
tioners muttered, '' so may the enemies of Spain 
perish ; *' but the genii of American liberty sang 
for joy, and the response was — so may the 
sons of America evince to posterity, that no 
sacrifice is too great for a true Patriot! 

The arrival of new troops from Spain in 1814, 
the defeat of the Chileans, and the occupation of 
Santiago by General Osorio ; the victory of Vil- 
capugio in Upper Peru by Pesuela, all seemed 
to threaten American independence, and the 
Spaniards grew more insolent and haughty. The 
colours taken by Osorio in Chile were brought 
to* lima and carried in procession to the church 
of Santo Domingo, where they were presented 
at the altar of the Rosary, and there deposited. 
The new president and captain-general of Chile, 
Don Casimiro Marc6 arrived, and proceeded to 



his presidency. The finances began to be in* 
sufficient for the payment of the troops, and 
those from Spain marched from their barrack* 
in la Kecoleta, and took possession of the citadel* 
Santa Catalina, where they declared, that tinlew 
the government paid them their arrears, they 
would pay themselves i assuring the natives at 
the same time, that no hostilities should be com- 
mitted against them. The alarm was so great, 
that the Viceroy Abascal sent a message to the 
soldiers, declaring, that their request should be 
complied with ; but he received for answer, that 
they would not alter their determination until 
the money due was actually paid to them. The 
Viceroy then went in person, and harangued 
the troops ; but he received only a repetition of 
the former answer; nor did they desist until 
their arrears were paid. 

In 1815 the Viceroy Abascal was super- 
seded by General Don Joaquin de la Pesuela, 
whea he immediately retired to Spain. On the 
arrival of the new Viceroy, the city was enter- 
tained with the entrada publico, public entry, 
balls, feasts, and bull-fights, with all of which 
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his prudence preserved the capital to the crown 
of Spain ; and although no Viceroy of Peru had 
ever more accidental duties to attend to, or 
more critical affairs to manage, yet Lima is in* 
debted to him for the foundation of the college 
of San Fernando, instituted for medicine and 
surgery; the pantheon or general cemetery, 
and the absolute prohibition of burying withm 
the walls of the city ; the rebuilding of the 
college del Principe, for the study of Latin ; the 
thorough repair of the city walls ; as well as 
several excellent police establishments; and 
notwithstanding the public feeling at this time 
in Lima, he was accompanied to Callao by all 
the respectable inhabitants, and his departure 
was a day of mourning in the city : such are 
generally the sentiments, even towards an ene- 
my, when moderation has presided at his coun- 
cils, and justice has guided his actions. 

Pesuela, the hero of Huiluma and Vilca- 
pugio, on taking cognizance of the treasury, 
discovered what was too well known to his 
predecessor — the low state of the funds : many 
plans were proposed for replenishing them'; do- 
nations were at first solicited, and afterwards 
contributions were exacted ; but these were 
incompetent to support the expenses of the 
government and the army, which, during the 
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first years of warfare, levied large sums of 
moneyt as well on friends as on enemies, and 
derived some support from the different royal 
treasuries at Arequipa, at Cusco, Gharc^, and 
other cities in Upper Peru ; but, notwithstand- 
ing these temporary resources, the means 
coatinued to fail, and the exigences continued 
to iocrease. The equipinent of expeditions to 
Quito, Upper Peru, and Chile ; the demand oi 
arrears by the troops that arrived from Spain, 
^nd the necessary remittances for the sup- 
port of the royal armies, preyed heavily on the 
national funds, so much so, that the treasury 
dreaded a bankruptcy. The pay of all civil 
officers was reduced one-third, and at last 4 
viceregal decree was issued, augmenting th^ 
tithes from ten to fifiteen per cent.: this im- 
post caused the greatest coDstematioD through- 
out the country, and met with strong oppositi(q\ 
from the inhabitants ; many of the provinces 
refused to pay. and the governors were upable 
to exact it for want of an armed force to protect 
them.against the fury of the people> 

General Ramires was left by Pesucla in the 
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by the king to command the army, and with 
power to act independently of the Viceroy, at a 
time when any change in the established order 
of things was likely to be most productive of 
injury to the Spanish cause, and to this may 
be attributed the inactivity of the army under 
La Serna. 

The tranquillity experienced iti Lima till the 
beginning of 1817 induced the Spaniards to 
believe that all was well : Chile was quiet, the 
enemy made no advances in Upper Peru, Quito 
was under the dominion of Spain, Morillo vic- 
torious in Venezuela and Santa ¥6 ; the Mexican 
' insurgent chief, Morelos, had ceased to exist ; 
Ferdinand was restored to his throne ; the con- 
stitution wad abolished ; the inquisition was 
re-established, and monarchical despotism had 
resumed its seat; new auxiliary troops were 
preparing in Spain to give the last blow to the 
patriots in America, and the most sanguine 
American began to droop for the cause of his 
country. But a change, unexpected by the 
Spaniards, and unhoped for by the Americans, 
took place in Chile on the twelfth of February, 
1817, the news of which reached Lima on the 
ninth of March. This was no less than the 
entire defeat of the Spanish army at Chacabuco 
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by General O'Higgins : the victory has geuer 
rally beep attributed, but most anjuatly, ta 
General San Martin, who was not even present 
in the action. The following is ah extract firoia 
the journal of a Spaniard with whom I wu 
acquainted in Lima. 

" February 4th, Don Miguel Atero, chief 
of the staff, informed the government of Santi- 
ago, that the enemy bad surprised the guards of 
the Andes, placed about twelve leagues in ad- 
vance of Santa Rosa, (twenty-five leagues from 
the capital) and that of seventy-five men, thir* 
teen only had escaped, bringing with them the 
news, that the enemy was advancing ; at the 
same time Major. Vila reported to the govern- 
ment, that the advanced guard at the paso de 
Ids Patos had reconnoitred the enemy, and re- 
quested a reinforcement . Atero immediately 
sent a company of Talavera infantry, and then 
retreated with the divinon of the army stationed 
at Santa Rosa, to Chacabuco, leaving behind 
him two pieces of artillery, ammunition, \Mg' 
gage, and warlike stores : the force stationed 



SOUTH AMERICA. 133 

at Chacabuco, with the battalion of carabiniers ; 
they arrived on the 6th, when Quintanilla im- 
mediately advanced to the convent of Gurimon 
to reconnoitre the enemy in Villa Vieja, and hav- 
ing reported to Atero that their number did not 
exceed six hundred, an attack was immediately 
ordered, which took place on the morning of the . 
seventh. 

" The cavalry engaged that of the enemy in 
a place called de las Comas ; the crafty enemy 
retired towards the Cordillera, and halted at 
Putendo, where they were joined by an ambus- 
cade of a hundred horse. Our infantry did not 
advance with the cavalry, so that as soon as 
they were overpowered by the enemy they fled 
in the greatest disorder towards our infantry for 
support ; on their return, to their great surprise 
they figund that the infantry also was in a dis- 
ordered retreat, without having taken part in the 
action, and also that the commander in chief, 
Atero, had fled. Colonel Quintanilla now took 
the command, and collected the dispersed sol- 
diers ; he placed the infantry in the centre, and 
flanked it with the cavalry, although harrassed 
in the rear by the enemy in his retreat. Hav- 
ing at length reached Villa Vieja, a council of 
war was held by the officers, and it was re- 
solved to continue their march to Curimon ; on 



thbii- arHviU they learnt that the khtstof Wft 
abodt to renew the atttlck ; ota fae^iig whicil/. 
Colonel Marqtiell, to whom Atero hdd gireil {f(& 
coinmaiid, cobtmaed his march to GhabftbUdcr. 
The vlctorioiis ariny took up ltd qotlHers ih 
Villa Vieja: onr loss was abdtit thirty btMbf- 
iiierd. Thet« is no doiifot that the trfaole of ottt- 
loss is to be attributed to Atero, who, obfteKld^ 
a patty of the enemy's cavalry on an emitience 
to the righti exclaiiaed, "we are cut off I" «rhe& 
he immediately mounted his horse and fled. At 
ten o'clock at night the ne^ arrived kt Sfiit- 
tiago, md the greatest confusion begiaii i6 
pteVail. 

" On the morning of February 8th, the tw6 
judges, Pereyra and Caspi, and the genetid of 
brigade, Olaguer teliui flfed to V^pai^so. 

" On the 9tli. Colonel Bataniui AetiikA &i 
Santiago with Colonel Elotiga, and ddO faiibsan^. 

"Ob the- 10th, lieutenant-ctilond Morgadb 
dnived with 450 drdgcfon^; at ten b'clock it 
night Brigadlef-general Maroto was d^pbinfed 
by Marc6 to take the chief command : our 
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declaring, that he had suffered a total defeat 
This was confirmed on the 13th by the arrival of 
Maroto and Quintanilla ; Marc6 had left the city 
with about 1^500 men, and resolved on renew- 
ing the attack ; but after more private conversa- 
tion with Maroto, he returned to the capital, and 
summoned a council of war. After a long con- 
ference nothing was determined on, and the sub- 
inspector-general Berpedo, the judge advocate 
Lescano, apd the commandant of artillery, 
Cacho, fled to Valparaiso. From the 13th at 
noon to the evening of the 14th, officers, sol- 
diers and civilians continued to arrive at Val- 
paraiso, where they embarked on board several 
vessels then at anchor in the bay, and fled to 
Lima ; but it was not known till our arrival at 
Callao, that the president Marc6 was left be- 
hind at the mercy of Bernardo O'Higgins, to 
>vhom the ipsurgents owe their victory, i and we 
our disgrace." 

The most astonishing difference in the be- 
haviour of the Spaniards was now observable. 
The haughty Maroto, who, when in Lima with 
his regiment of Talavera, despised and insulted 
every one, now that he had neither an officer 
nor a soldier left, was humbled, and the bow of 
a negro or an indian was most courteously an- 
swered by this vaunting coward. 
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New inBurrectioDs in the provinces of Upper 
Peru began to break out ; the victoriea of Ge- 
neral Bohvar in Colombia became known, and 
although reports from the mother country were 
flattering, yet the repeated requisitionB for 
money were distressing. 

Notwithstanding this state of afiairs, the Vice- 
roy Pesuela determined on another expeditioi 
to Chile, the command of which was again given 
to General Osorio. The Spanish troops consist- 
ed of a battalion of hussars and the regiment of 
Burgos, the best troops that had arrived from 
Europe. Their destination vraa to Talcahuano, 
which place, as it had been fortified by the 
Spaniards, was still held by them, with the aux- 
iliary troops of Chile. For the equipment of 
this expedition, the Viceroy took possession of 
the treasurybelonging to the commissariat of die 
crusades, money, which in the opinion of all the 
lower classes, could only be appropriated to tlie 
support of war against Turks, Moors and Infidels, 
and the greatest clamour was raised when it 
was applied to the purpose of waging civil wu 
with Christiana. This treasure being insufficient. 




. SOUTH AMERICA. 137 

calculating on its 8ui:;cess, thfe Spaniards again 
resumed their arrogance, which in some was 
carried to such- an extreme as to enter into a 
bond with one another of two thousand dollars 
never again to employ a creole. A Spaniard 
said to me one eveuing, that he had six children, 
but if he thought that they would ever be insur- 
gents, he would go to their beds and smother 
them. 

This chivalrous fanaticism had risen to 
Such a height, that a Peruvian officer, Landa- 
Quri, said, iu the presence of Pesuela, that he 
hated his father and mother, because he was 
bom in America, and that if he knew in what 
part of his body the American blood circulated, 
he would let it out; however Pesuela repri- 
manded him severely for such unnatural ex* 
pressions. 

Nothing but reports of victories arrived from 
Chile, the bells scarcely ever ceased ritiging in 
Lima, and the choristers were hoarse with 
chanting Te Deums ; the haughtiness of the 
Spaniards became insupportable ; they paraded 
the streets in triumph, and, forming themselves 
into groups, insulted every Creole who chanced 
to pass them. But their insolence was at its 
highest pitch in April, 1818, when the news of 
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tUe victory over San Martin and OHig^fau at" 
Cancha-rayada arrived ;> they considered Oabrio 
more than a human bein^ ; bis wisdom and va- 
lour were the theme of the pulpit, the palac^; 
the coffee-houBe, and the brothel. The heto 
Osorio was at Santiago ; he would soon croM 
the Andes, and release his virtuous and brave 
countrymen fi^m their dungeons at San Lois 
and las Bruscas, and with the reinforcements 
expected from Spain, in a convoy under the 
protection of the Spanish frigate Maria Isabel,' 
he would conquer the fiuenos Ayreans, and re- 
turn to Lima with the heads of San Martin, 
O'Higgios, and those of all the other chiefr nt 
the banditties. 

This ferment of insolence and insults' con- 
tinually mcreased till the evening of thiefourtii of' 
May, when about ten o'clock at night am&m- 
ein, post chaisei drove up to the gates of the 
viceregal palace, bringing the hero Osorio, ud 
the news of his total defeat at Maypu. On 
the morning of the fifth a Creole was allowed tO' 
pass the streets unmolested, and might even 
presume to seat himself in a coffee-house at the 
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an ignorant coward^ who had sacrificed his 
countrymen, and indecently fled to save his 
own life ; even the Americans were now courted 
to join the Spaniards in declamations against the 
late demi-god Osorio, and no hope was left but 
that the arrival of the expedition from Spain 
would retrieve the losses occasioned by the 
dastardly conduct of this chief. 

The first news, however, which they ob- 
tained of the issue of the boasted expedition 
was, that the soldiers of La Trinidad, one of 
the transports, had murdered their oflicers, 
taken possession of the vessel, and carried her 
to Buenos Ayres ; this was seconded in Novem- 
ber, 1818, with the news, that the Maria 
Isabel and part of her convoy had been taken 
at Talcahuano and the island of Santa Maria 
by the insurgents of Chile ; and this blow was 
aggravated with the abandonment of Talcahu- 
ano, the strong hold of the Spaniards in Chile, 
by General Sanches, who took the command 
after Osorio fled. Still there was gall in reserve 
for the humbled Spaniards. The Chilean 
squadron, commanded by the Right Honour- 
able Lord Cochrane, made its appearance off 
Callaoon the twenty-eighth of February, 1819, 
his lordship's flag waving at the main of the 



ex-Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, now the Chi- 
lean flag ship O'Higgins. 

It became impossible for me to remain 
longer in Lima, so I left that city for the Bar- 
ranca, where I arrived on the 6rst of March. 



SODTH'AMlElllCA. HI 



CHAPTER V. 



State of Lima oo Om Arrival of the Giilean Squadron Arrival of at Huacho 

AiSape Chilean Naval Force, how composed Capture of ^thv 

Maria Isabel by Commodore Bhinco Arrival of Lord Cochrane 

Appointed Admiral Leaves Valparaiso Arrives at Callao, Huacho, 

Barranca, Hoambaeho Proclamation of Cochrane, San Martin, and 

0*Higgins Description of Huambacho Puta taken Proceed to 

Valparaiso Arrival Description of. Road from Valparaiso to* 

Santiago. 



The arrival of the Chilean squadron on the 
coast of Peru produced at once a dread that 
this part of South America would become! 
the theatre of war, and that retaliating fate 
would inflict on this part of the colonies all the 
distresses which had been- so universally spread 
among the others : it was feared, that the ca- 
lamities produced by invasion would now be 
wreaked on it in return for those that had been 
experienced in the provinces of Upper Peru, 
Quito and Chile. War was at the very door, 
and the system of offence had almost rendered 
that of defence nugatory. It was believed 
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that an anny accompanied the squadron ; and 
the patriots of Lima busied themselves in sur- 
mising which would be the point of debarkation. 
On Wednesday, the third of March, a rumour 
arrived at the capital, that the land forces 
would debark at Ancon, five leagfues to the 
northward of Lima ; at midnight the report of 
rockets was heard in the large street in the 
suburbs of San Lasaro, called Malambo ; this 
was supposed by the patriots to be a signal for 
reunion ; and by the royalists, of the landing of 
the army : upwards of a thousand of the former 
immediately repaired to Malambo, and . so 
completely filled the street, that the cavalry 
sent by the government could not pass the mol^ 
and they retired to the bridge : both partiea 
were anxiously inquiring the cause of the 
reports, and both retired without obtaining any 
satisfactory information : had the aquadioa 
landed five hundred more, and marched to the 
city, there is not the least doubt but that vrith 
the assistance of the native inhabitants, they 
would have entered and taken possession of 
Santa Catalina and the different barracks, as the 
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of obtaining news from the patriots on shore, 
and ali^ of landing two spies, sent down by 
the Chilean government, as well as for the dis- 
tribution of proclamations and other papers. 
Lord Cochrane here received the intelligence, 
that a quantity of money, belonging to the 
Phillipine company, had been sent down to 
Huarmey to be embarked in the North Ameri- 
can schooner Macedonia, and that another con- 
siderable sum was on the road to the same des- 
tination ; and as the port of the Barranca was 
better calculated for the purpose of intercept- 
ing the treasure than that of Huacho, the 
0*Higgins and the brig Gralvarino dropped 
down to it, and a party of marines were 
sent ashore, and took the money in the river 
of the Barranca before the muleteers could 
cross it. This was effected without any opposi- 
tion from the Spanish soldiers that were sent to 
protect it as a guard. Mr. Eliphalet Smith, of 
the United States, at first claimed the money ; 
but he afterwards signed a document which 
specified the names of its true owners ; this was 
also corroborated by several documents which 
Mr. Smith delivered to his lordship. 

During the few days that the Chilean ves- 
9el8 of war remained at Huacho, the indians 
were at first allowed by the governor to take 



down to the. beach their fruit and vegetablei« 
and sell to them ; but the commandaDt of the 
county militia having collected about two hun- 
dred of his troops, ordered the indians to deaist, 
and in the most insolent manner commanded 
Lord Cochrane to depart, unless he wished to 
be driven out of the port. On receiving this 
message his lordship immediately ordered the 
marines to land and march to Huaura, which 
was done, and the town taken : indeed the 
troops never attempted to defend it, but fled 
with their chief at their head : the property be- 
longing to the government at the custom home 
and the estenco of tobacco were taken on beard ; 
no private property was touched. After this the 
trade with the indians was resumed ; howerer, 
on the departure of the squadron, five young 
indians were apprehended, tried by a court 
martial, without their even having been soldiers ; 
and, contrary to the laws of r the country, 
they were sentenced to death and shot, witb- 
9ut any other reason being assigned to their 
protector-general, Manco Yupanqui, in ' lima* 
tiian that it was necessary to set such an ex-- 
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village, called Supe, deposed the alcalde, who 
was a Spaniard, and declared themselves inde- 
pendent ; but after the departure of the squad- 
ron, the principal ringleaders, Villanueva and 
Aranda, retired to a farm in the interior, where 
they bade defiance to the Viceroy and his 
powers. These two, with Reyes, a respectable 
farmer, Franco, Requena, a priest, and myself, 
were sunmioned to a court martial ; but having 
embarked in the flag ship, we could not appear, 
in consequence of which we were sentenced to 
death, declared contumacious, and all justices 
were authorized to apprehend any or all of us, 
and put the sentence into immediate execution. 

Before I proceed with the operations of the 
Chilean squadron, I shall give some'account of 
its origin, and the arrival of Lord Cochrane to 
take the command. 

The brig Pueyrredon of fourteen guns was 
the first vessel of war that the state possessed : 
the brig Araucana of sixteen, and the sloop 
Chacabuco of twenty-two, were afterwards 
purchased. Captain Guise brought out the 
brig Galvarino of eighteen guns, formerly in 
the British service, and sold it to the govern- 
ment ; the San Martin of sixty- four guns, and 
the Lantaro of forty-four, were two East India- 
men, purchased by the state, and converted 
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into vesseb of war. When Chile wu { 
of this force, the news arriTed of the isUing of 
the expeditioD from Cadiz, under ttfe coovQy oC 
the Maria Isabe], and haviag obuined poesevt 
aioD of the orders given to the captains of thfr 
transports from the Trinidad that ept^redl 
Buenos Ayres, and of their rendezvous in th^^ 
Paci6c, Don Manuel Blanco was appointe4 toj 
command the Chilean resaels of war. Sap Mar* 
tin, flag, ship, Captain Wilkinson, commander ; 
Lantaro, CapUuu Worster ; and the Araucwt : ^ 
Uiey had the good luck to take the frigfttfib 
Maria Isabe) in the bay of Talcahuaoo on Uift 
twenty-eighth of October, 1818. and fonr of 
the transports off the bay and at the islurf of 
Santa Maria. On the seventeeuth of NoveintMP 
the victorious Blanco entered Valparuso mtit, 
his prizes, amid manifestationa <^ joy in ^^ 
port The government of Chile* to comme- 
morate the acticm, ordered a badge of bonoqr 
to be presented to Commodore Blanco aq^ 
each of his officers : this was a scutcheon of 
a pale green colour, having a trident in th« 
centre, with the motto, " this first essay gave 
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and crews composed principally of foreigners, 
must of course have been conducted in a very 
irregular manner ; and as Don Manuel Blanco 
had never served in a situation higher than that 
of an ensign, alferes, in the Spanish navy, it 
could not be expected that he was competent to 
fill that of a commander in chief, and to con- 
duct with either honour to himself or profit to 
his country the operations of a body composed 
of such discordant materials as the squadron of 
Chile then was. It must be recollected, not- 
withstanding, that he added a page of glory to 
the annals of South American naval triumphs 
by the capture of the Maria Isabel of forty- 
eight guns^ and part of her convoy. - 

For the ftiture success of the Chilean navy» 
the welfare of the state, the progress of inde- 
pendence, and the consummation of South 
American emancipation. Lord Cochrane ar- 
rivted at Valparaiso, on the twenty-eighth of 
November, 1818. The known valour of this 
thief, his love of rational Kberty, and the volun- 
tary sacrifice which he had made by accepting 
a command in the new world, had reached 
Chile before the hero himself, and his arrival 
was hailed with every demonstration of jubilee 
Iby the natives. Before his arrival, however. 
Captain Spry, an Englishman, and Captain 
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Worater, a North American, both in the Chileaa 
service, had been very loud in declaimingagainat 
him; withoat alleging any other reaMm, thaa 
that it was quite contrary to all republican prior 
ciples to allow a " nobleman" to retain hia title 
in the service ; but the true motive was too 
visible to escape the most blunted appreheuBon. 
Commodore Blanco bad then the commaod of 
the squadron, and these gentlemen had assured 
themselves that they could controul him just as 
they chose, on accountof his indifferentknowledgB 
of his duties as commander in chief* and espo* 
cially as he had to manage British seamen. This 
with all possible delicacy had been mentioned 
to Blanco, together with many whispers detrt- 
mental to the character of Lord Cochrane. Ob 
the arrival of his lordship, Commodore Blanoo 
was one of die first to hail him as the preiemr 
of the liberties of his country, and to offisr hie 
services under the command of his lordsh^ ; 
and thus the patriotic Chilean smothered diae^i^ 
tion in the bud, and leflits cultivators to fed 
the rankling of those thorns which they theofr- 
selves had planted. 
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the Republic ; and cm the twenty-second of De- 
cember he hoisted his flag at the main of the 
ex-Maria Isabel, now the O'Hig^ns, which 
flag Chile can exultingly say, was never hauled 
down until the last Spanish flag in the Pacific 
had acknowledged its empire, and either di« 
rectly or indirectly struck to it. At the dose,, 
when the fleet had finished its career of glory, 
it was lowered by the same individual who 
hoisted it ; it dropped like the sun in the west, 
while the descendants of the Incas blessed it, 
for the benefits they had received, with songs of 
heartfelt gratitude* 

On the sixteenth of January, 1819, Lord 
CSochrane left the port of Valparaiso on board 
the O'Hig^ns, Captain Forster, with the San 
Martin bearing the flag of Rear-admiral Blanco, 
Captain Wilkinson, the Lantaro, Captain Guise, 
and the Gralvarino, Captain Spry ; the Chaca* 
buco. Captain Carter, followed, but a mutiny 
taking place on board, he entered Coquimbo^ 
where the principal mutineers were landed, sen- 
tenced by a drum head court martial, and shot. 

Lord Cochrane chose the first day of the 
carnival for his first entrance into the bay of 
Callao, suspecting that the whole of the inha- 
bitants would be engaged in the follies of the 
season — but he was deceived. The Viceroy 



Pesuela had chosen that day for one of hit tiiite 
to Callao, and was sailing about the bay in the 
brig of war Peaaela ; when the Cbflean aqiudrai 
appeared off the headland of San Lorento, A* 
captain at first mistook the Chilean TMwla ttm 
Spanish merchantmen expected ftom Bm^^ 
however, fortunately for himself and the parif t hs 
immediately came to an anchor Under the battv 
ries. The circumstance of the visit of the Viceroy 
bad caused the whole of the military force to Ym 
under amu, and the whole of the batteries mn 
muined. A thick fog coming on, the fikn Mwt* 
tin, Lantaro, and Galvarino, lost eig^t of the 
flag ship ; however, without waitii^ fer tfaem, 
the admiral stood doae in under the fortii» and 
dropped his anchor; a veiy brisk canacbadinjf 
immediately conmieliced, and the dead cdUt 
that fbllowed obliged his lordship t« VBOuia 
alone nearly two hours^ under . the CMitinaeA 
cannonading from aahoret be^es a briak fwd 
&om the two Spanish fUgatds Bsmeralda tad 
Venganfla, briga Peauela ind MaypQ, and 
seven gun-boats. As soon aa the breeie qnasf 
up, the O'Higgins stood out, haviag bus- 
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^hf^i from the O'Higgins, and thirteen persons 
were killed on shore. 

Hi3 lordship ne:i(t entered into a correspon- 
dence with the Viceroy, concerning the treat- 
ment which the prisoners of war (Chileans and 
Buenos Ay reans) had received, and were actually 
peceifring in the Cs^sas Matas of Gallao; the 
Viceroy denied that they had received any ill 
treatment, asserted that they were considered 
as prisoners of war, although rebiels, and 
traitors to their king, and concluded by express^ 
ifkg his surprise, that a nobleman of Great Bri- 
taiQ should so far have forgotten his dignity, as 
to bead a gang of traitors s^fainst their legiti- 
mate sovereign, and his lawfully constituted 
authorities. To this his lordship replied by 
saying, that the glory of every Englishman was 
his freedom, and that this had entitled him to 
choose to command the vessels of war of a free 
Qountry, in preference to that of a nation of 
slavey — a command which had been offered to 
Mm by the Duke de San Carlos in the name of 
his master, Ferdinand VIL 

The following proclamations were distri^- 
buted along the coasts of Peru, and sent also to 
the Viceroy. ^ 



Lord Cochrane to the iDhahitanta c 
and other towns of Peru : 

Compatriots ! I &tter myself, thtt era 
long I shall address yon more cordially vidi' 
this epithet The repeated echoes of libOTty m 
South America have been heard with pleaawe 
in every part of enlightened Enrope, and mora 
particularly in Great Britain ; T, not being ahle 
to resist the desire of joining in the defence of 
a cause that was interesting to alt mankind, the 
felicity of half the new world to thousands 
of generations, have determined to takie an 
active part in it The repuhUc of Chile has 
confided to me the command of her naval forces.' 
To these the dominion of the Pacific must be 
consigned ; by their co-operation your chaias 
of oppression must be broken. Doubt not bat 
that the day is at hand, on which, with the an- 
nihilation of despotism, and die infiimous coih 
dition of colonists which now degrades 700, 
you vrill rise to fill the rank of a free natim; 
that august title to which your population, your' 
riches, your geographical position in the wprU, 
and the course of events naturally call you. 
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tance from the government of Chile, and your 
true friend, Cochra n e. 

Don Jose de San Martin, to the soldiers of 
the army of Lima : 

Soldiers of the army of Lima ! — ^The object 
of my march towards the capital of Peru is to 
establish an eternal reconciliation for the hap- 
piness of all. Nine years of horror have inun- 
dated America with blood and tears. You 
have been oppressed and fatigued with the evils 
of war, undertaken by the proud agents of Spain, 
to satisfy their own passions, and not for the 
good of the nation. The opinions and the arms 
of this part of the world will soon be presented 
before Lima, to put an end to so many mis- 
fortunes. You will only prolong the sterile. sa- 
crifice, if, blind to the irresistible force of the 
general will^ you attempt to support so rash 
an enterprize. Each of you has belonged to the 
cause of the people ; each of you belongs t|0 the 
cause of humanity ; the duties of a soldier can- 
not alter those of nature. The soldiers of the 
Patria, as faithful in the path of honour as in 
that of victory, are terrible only to the enemies 
of liberty. They set a higher price on the value 
of a victory, more from the injustice which it 
prevents, than for the glory they acquire. Fly 
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then irom the ignominy of periBhing with yoitf 
detestable tyrants. In the ranks of your 
brother patriots you will find the path to 
honour, to felicity and peace. A gencnralfdao 
has never asserted a &lsehood ensures this tb 
you.— Head quarters, Santiago de Chile, 80th 
December, 1618. Jose de San Hartia. 

The Supreme Director of Chilej to the inht- 
bitants of Peru : 

Liberty, the daughter of Heaven, is about 
to descend on your fertile regions ; qi^er her 
shade you will occupy among the nations of the 
globe that h^ rank which awaits yonr opu- 
lence. The Chilean squadron, now in sight on 
your coasts, is the precursor of the great e^ie- 
dition destined to establish your Independenoei 
The moment desired by all generous hearts ap 
proaches. The territory of Chile, and her ad- . 
jacent islands are free from the yoke of the op^ 
pressor. Our naval forces may compete with 
those of Spain, and destroy her commerce; in 
them you will find a firm support 

It will be aninexpUcable enigma to postertty. 
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prescriptible rights. The time is arrived for 
you to wash out the stain, and in which to re- 
venge the innumerable insults you have received 
from the hand of despotism, as the reward of 
your blindness. Fix your eyes on the havoc 
occasioned by the tyrants in your delightful 
country ; at the sight of them engraved in its 
depopulation, want of industry, monopoly and 
oppression; observe the insignificancy under 
which you have so long groaned ; fly to arms, 
and destroy in your just indignation the standard 
of that despotism which oppresses you, and you 
will then soon arrive at the summit of pros- 
perity. 

Believe not that we wish to treat you as a 
conquered country ; such an idea never had ex- 
istence except in the heads of our enemies — of 
your common oppressors ; we only aspire to see 
you free and happy. You* shall establish your 
own government, selecting that which is most 
analagotts to your customs, situation, and in- 
clination ; you shall be your own legislators, 
and of course you will constitute a nation as free 
and independent as we are. 

Peruvians ! why do you hesitate ? Hasten 



• From the ^mry %nk podnntion this pnauM was mde to the 
tetweahiltsoooseehowitwMfiilfilled by San Mirtiii. 



156 TBAVSL8 IN 

to break your clmns ; come and aigni on As 
tombs of Tupac Amaru and Pumacachua, the 
illustrious martyrs of liberty, the cwttraet that 
must ensure your iadepeDdeuce« and ow evw- 
lasting friendship, 

Bernardo O'Higgina. 

On the twenty-sixth a Spanish merchant ahip, 
called la Victoria, laden with cedar plainks anA 
horses, from Chiloe, was taken by the San Mar- 
tin, and on the twenty-eighth the attack wm 
made on Callao, and two of the gun-boats were 
taken, after which his lordship dropped down to 
Huacho, and ordered rear admiral Blanco to 
continue in the blocbide of Callao with the San 
Martin and Lantaro, and any other vessels that 
might arrive from Chile ; but Blanco, after re^ 
maining a fiew days, raised the blockade, and 
sailed to Valparaiso, where be was inuM^ 
diately placed under an arrest by the gofezit- 
ment nnUl the arrival of the admiral, when' he 
was tried by a court martial for a dereliction of 
duty, but acquitted. Lord Cochrane proceeded 
from Huadio to Barranca, and thence to Ho- 
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and which the captain immediately delivered 
up. 

The bay of Huambacho, about fifteen 
miles to the southward of Santa, is one of the 
most convenient on the western shores of Ame- 
rica: it is completely land-locked: the anchorage 
is capital, and the landing is very good: a 
small river of excellent water enters the bay, 
and in the valley abundance of fire- wood may 
be procured. This valley formerly belonged to 
the ex-Jesuits ; but on account of the decrease 
of water in the river at certain periods of the 
year, there not being sufficient for the ordinary 
purposes of irrigation, the government has 
never yet found a purchaser for it 

The soil is sandy, with a mixture of vege- 
table mould ; but like the generality of the lands 
cultivated in Peru it is extremely productive 
when irrigated. This is evinced at the small 
indian hamlet of Huambacho, about two leagues 
from the sea, and it would doubtlessly be a very 
fit situation for a cotton plantation, which does 
not require so much water as the sugar-cane or 
lucem. The hills that surround the valley are 
covered with the remains of houses belong 
ing to the Indians before the conquest ; great 
numbers of huacas are found here, and probably 
much treasure is buried in them. 
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Lord Cochrane, after the O'Higgiiu and 
Galvarino had wooded and watered, proceeded 
down the coast to Paita, where having andiored, 
he Bent a flag of truce on shore, by Don Andres 
de los Reyes, a Peruvian, who embarked at la 
Barranca, stating that the town and inhabitants 
should receive no injury, and that nottung but 
the treasures belonging to the government 
should be taken, as had already happened at 
Huaura. He requested that no resistance shonkl 
be made, as it would be unavailing, and only 
subject the town to the destructiTe effiscta of 
war. The answer was, that the town and 
the lives and property of the inhabitants be- 
longed to the king, and that all should bv 
sacrificed in defence of the Spanish flag. Tbit 
same individual vras sent a second time, to re- 
quest that the military force would not expose 
the town and its inhabitants ; bat instead of 
receiving the message they fired on the flag, and 
opened their battery on the Galvarino. This 
insult was immediately resented ; the marines 
were landed, and soon drove the Spaniards from 
the battery and the town, which was then 
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Nicholas, belonging to Don Manuel Garcia, a 
Spaniard. It was the constant practice of Lord 
Cochrane to quarter on the common enemy, and 
nothing was ever taken from a native by force, 
or without paying for it Hence we proceeded 
to Callao, and thence to Valparaiso, where we 
arrived on the fifteenth of June. 

Valparaiso, situate in latitude 33"* T 46" S., 

and longitude 71** 30' 66" west of Greenwich, 

is the principal port in Chile. The natives 

flatter themselves, that this name was given 

to the port by the first Spaniards who visited 

it, and that it is a syncope of Valle del 

Paraiso, valley of Paradise ; but it is equally 

possible, that the Spaniards, who had received 

exaggerated accounts of the country, comparing 

it to Paradise, on their first approachmg this 

part of the coast, might have exclaimed, valdei 

Paraiso ! vain Paradise ! which designation its 

appearance at present would better justify. The 

bay is of a semicircular form, surrounded by very 

steep hills, which rise abruptly almost from the 

edge of the water, particularly to the southward 

and about half of the range to the eastward ; the 

other half forms a kind of recess, and the hills 

are not so perpendicular. During the winter 

season they are covered with grass, with some 
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Btunted trees and biuhes, siich aa moUes* myr^ 
ties, espino, and maytenea ; but the icnl beii^ 
a red clay, the verdure soon disappeara whea 
the summer sun begins to shine on them aod 
the rain ceases to fall. 

The principal part of the town ia built bfr- 
tween the cliffs and the sea, forming a row of 
housMf or rather ^ops; a few good houaea 
stand also in a narrow street, but they camiot 
be seen from the bay, because a vow of low 
houses with their backa to the sea prevent tba 
prospect. The greater number of the inbabitanta 
of this part of the town, called the [Mrt, to 
distinguish it from the suburbs, called tlui 
Almendral, reside in the ravines of San Fraii> 
Cisco, San Augustin and San Antonio, whore 
the houses rise one above another, forming a 
species of amphitheatre ; in many of them « 
person may sit in his parlour, and look over tlie 
roof of his neighbour's house ; at night the a^ 
pearance of this part of the town is pleasipgi 
the lights being scattered about the hifla ia 
every direction. The Almendral, or anburbs, 
stands in a kind of recess in the hills, on a 
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tides. Some regalarity begins to be adopted 
here in the formation of streets, and some of 
the houses are neat. At the bottom of the 
Almendral there is a small rivulet. 

Valparaiso is defended by a fort on the 
south side of the harbour, one at the residence 
of the governor, and one on the north side of the 
bay : a citadel on the hill behind the governor s 
palace on an extensive scale is and will perhaps 
remain unfinished. The places of worship are 
the parish church, the conventuals of San Fran-^ 
Cisco, San Augstin, La Merced (in the Almendral) 
Santo Domingo, and the hospital chapel of San 
Juan de Dios. Some of the principal houses are 
built of stone, but the greater part are of 
adoves ; all of them are covered with tiles, and 
those that have an upper story have a balcony 
in front 

Since the revolution many English conve- 
niences and luxuries in dress and furniture, as 
well as improvements in the manners and cus- 
toms of the inhabitants, have been adopted, 
and almost any thing a la Ingksa meets with 
approbation. 

The market of Valparaiso is well supplied 
with meat, poultry, fish, bread, fruit, and ve- 
getables at very moderate prices and of good 
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quality. Hie climate is agreeable except v 
the strong winds prevail. In the months ol 
June and July the winds from the northward artr 
at times very heavy ,' on this account the war^. 
ehorage is insecure, hecause the bay ifr not . 
sheltered in that quarter. 

From the time of the discovery to die year 
1810 this port was only visited by vessels fron 
ljma> bringing sugar, salt, tobacco, a sraaU 
quantity of European manufactured goods, and 
some other articles of minor impoituice ; ahip- 
ping in return wheat, charqui, dried fhdts, and 
other produce of Chile and Peru. The popD]to> 
tion amounted 'to about five thousand souls ; tke 
conmerce was in the hands of four or five met<> 
chants, Spaniards, and the annual duties at tiw 
eustom-faouse amounted to about twenty-five 
thousand dollars. After the victory obtained 
by the Chileans at Chacabueo almost two- 
thirds of die population of Valparaiso abandoned 
their homes, or were forced on board Spanidi 
vessels and taken to Peru, and the town was 
nearly depopulated ; but since die revolution it 
has been coQstantly increasing in size, popula- 
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of two likmdred houses were built ; at the latter 
date there were thirty-one established wholesale 
merchants, besides an incalculable increase of 
retail dealers : there were also twenty- six inns, 
coffee-houses, &c. Besides the vessels of war 
belonging to the state, forty-one traders bear 
the national flag ; and the bay, formerly empty 
teore than half the year, contains on an average 
fifty foreign vessels either of war or commerce 
during the whole year. 

The hospital of San Juan de Dios has been 
transferred from the centre of the town to the 
suburbs, and a Lancasterian school is es^ 
tablished in the old building. 

A general cemetery for catholics is building 
by subscription, and upwards of two thousand 
dollars have been collected for another for the 
dissenters. As a proof of the increase of trade 
and speculation, a daily post is established 
between the port and the capital. 

DOLLARS. 

The receipts at the custom-house in 
1 809, Chile being then a Spanish 
colony, were 26738| 

Do. in 1821, being a free port . . 464387| 
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Number of vesseLi that entered and left "^ 

Valparaiso ia 1809. all Spaniih.', . IS 
Da that entered andcleared out in 1821 . 142 - 
That is :— Vessels of war . . . 21 

of commena 131 . 

It is quite unnecessary to dwell on the ad* 
vantages of commerce to any nation ; but here 
the result is peculiarly apparent, not only 
among the higher and middle claBB6s> but among 
the lowest : the peasant who at the time of my 
residence in Chile> 1803, if posaessed of.«- 
doUar, would bore, a hole through it, and hang 
it to his rosary — the same peasant can. noif 
jiogle his doubloons in his pocket. Those who 
in 1803 wore only the coarsest clothing, of their 
own manufacture, are now dressed in Eurppena 
linens, cottons, and woollens ; those who wa« 
ashamed to present themselres to a stranger or 
who dared not even speak to a inaster, noar 
present themselves with confidence, as if coo- 
scious of the importance of their civil liberty ; 
they boast too of Christian patriotisoi, geneio-. 
sity, and valour. The monopolizing Spanish 
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necessitated/ or who lent the fanner money, to 
be paid m produce at his own price — such 
inerchants have disappeared, and a regular 
market is substituted, where the natives of 
every elass enjoy an opportunity of speculating 
and of reaping the advantages of experience. 
Labourers of every class have a choice of work 
and of masters, and this secures to them a just 
remuneration for their labour. The higher and 
middling classes now imow their importance as 
citizens of a free and independent country, in 
the prosperity of which they are interested, be* 
cause they are aware, that with it their personal 
prosperity is connected; they can express 
and discuss their political opinions, and in short, 
from the lowest order of colonial vassals th^ 
have become the subjects of an elective govern- 
ment and citizens of the world. 

The road from Valparaiso to the capital, 
Santiago, crosses : the first range of mountains 
at the northemextremity of the Almendral, and 
afier passing over very uneven ground for about 
five leagues, a dismal looking plain presents 
Itself; the grass is entirely parched in summer, 
and in winter the water forms itself into several 
smaU lakes or swamps ; and scarcely a tree is 
to be seen in the vicinity. A small number of 
homed cattle is fed, but the prospect is cold 
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and dreary. After crossing this plain more us- 
even ground presents itself, but being covered 
with grass, brushwood, and trees, fixnung 
several small ravines, quebradas, with a few 
cottages straggling in different directions, kh« 
country appears beautifully romantic. 

The plain of Gasa Blanca next pmentait> 
self, having the town of the same name tmsaiy 
in the centre.* The plain is perfectly levels 
about two leagues broad, and two and a half 
long; it has the appearance of having been at 
some remote period a large lake, faet as the 
race of Promaucum indians, who inhabited tfau 
part of the country before the conqneal, has 
become extinct, all oral traditions have beca 
extinguished with them. The mxi is a hard 
clay, scantily covered with grass, and the only 
trees are a considerable number cf etianos. 
The town contains about two thousand inha- 
bitants, who are generally employed in the caK 
tivation of the surrounding farms. Hafiqg 
slept here I proceeded on the foUowiBg day to 
Bustamante, pasung the cuesta dePrado, and the 
small town and river of Gunicav^ Some parish 
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is grand; from the mountains the prospect of the , 
ravines and Talleys, as well as the distant view 
of the snow-topped Andes, is magnificent. The 
myrtle, of three or four varieties, the different 
species-of cactus, thearrayan, the peumos, the 
boldos, and the beautifully drooping ma3rten 
adorn the sides of the ravines, offering a shade 
and rich pasture, on which a considerable num* 
ber of homed cattle, horses, and mules, are seen 
feeding. — 

Bustamante is a post house, where travellers 
often pass a night when on tiiieir journey to 
or from the capital; the accommodations are 
indifferent, but a few years ago nothing of the 
kind existed : it must therefore be considered 
an improvement. After leaving Bustamante 
the road g^dually ascends, and at the dis- 
tance of about a league from the house the 
cuesta de Zapata coomiences. From the top of 
this eminence the view of the Andes is most 
enchanting; the snow-covered mountains rise 
majestically, one range behind another, until 
their summits are lost in the clouds, or, when 
the sky is clear, till they are most exactly de- 
fined in the azure vault of heaven. When 
nearly at the foot of the cuesta, the city of San- 
tiago, the capital of Chile, makes its appearance ; 
it is situated in a large plain, having a small 
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rocky monntain, called Santa Lucia, almost m 
the ceatre of which is a small battery,- 

The excellent road irom Valparaiso to San* 
tiago was made by the order and under die di-' 
reetion of Don Ambrose Higgins, yrheA pren* 
dent of Chile. Before the formation of thn 
toad all goods were carried to and from tibe 
capital or the port on the backs of mules, but 
the greater part is now conveyed in heavy carta, 
"varrttas, drawn by two or three yokes of oxen. 
A coach was established in 1 820 by Mr. Moss, 
a North American ; it went from Valparaiso 
to Santiago, smd returned twice a week. The> 
distance is thirty leagues. 
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more by persuasion than by force, 
himself of this valley; it was called at that 
time, Promocaces, the place of dancings, or mer- 
riment The Peruvian government was not es- 
tablished here on the first arrival of the Spa- 
niards, owing perhaps to the oppoution made 
by the FromauciaoB, who resided between the 
rivers Rapel and Maule, and whom they never 
subdued ; thus, although Crarcilaso de la Yegti 
laca places the boundary of the territory 
governed by the Incaa Qn the river Maale, it is 
more probable that it was on the R^>el, tar 
near the union of the Cachapoal with the 
Tinguiririca, taking the name of Hapel, there 
are some ruins of a Peruvian fortress, built in 
the same manner as those of Callo and Ami^, 
in the province of Quito ; these apparently mark 
the frontier, and eapedally as none are ftnHiil 
more to the southward. 

Santiago is divided into squares or quadrat, 
containing in the whole, if we include the 
suburbs, about a hundred and fifty, which an 
marked out by the streets ; but many are {»• 
complete, wanting houses to finish the bounda- 
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handsome edifice, vieing in elegance with any 
other in South America, and equal to many of 
considerable note in Europe. It was built by 
Don Francisco Huidobro, at the expense of 
nearly a milUon of dollars : he presented it to 
the king, and in return received the title of 
Marquis of Casa Real ; but this and all other 
titles are declared extinct by the independent 
government. The palace of the supreme direc- 
tor is incomplete ; the right wing, which should 
correspond with the left, is entirely wanting. 
In it are the different ofllces belcmging to the 
government, and also the public gaol. The 
unfinished state of the cathedral is likely to 
continue ; for large funds are wanting to finish 
so extensive a building. 

The bridge across the Mapocho is a hand* 
some structure of brick and stone. The tajamar^ 
breakwater, serves to preserve the city from 
being inundated by the river when the waters 
increase, either by heavy rains in the Cordillera, 
or the melting of the snows in the summer, at 
which time this stream, though at other times 
insignificant, becomes a rapid torrent Here is 
a puUic promenade, like the Alamedas at lima, 
having a double row of Lombard poplars on 
each side, forming a shady walk for foot passen- 
gers, while the middle <me serves for carriages 
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and horses. The tajamar is formed of two wallv 
of brick-work, aod the interior is filled with 
earth; a very agreeable promenade is made 
oo the top, having several flights of steps to - 
ascend it ; some seats are also placed in the 
parapet which fronts the river ; the whole bemg 
two miles long. The snow-covered Andes 
are about twenty leagues from the city, y^ 
they seem to overhang it, and the view of them 
from the tajamar is very majestic. 

Santiago is divided into four parishes ; Saa 
Pablo, Santa Ana, San Isidro, aod San Fran- 
cisco de Borja. It has three Franciscan con- 
vents, two of the Dominicans, one of San Au- 
gustin, and two of La Merced : those belonging 
to the Jesuits were five. Here are seven nun- 
neries, two of Santa Clara, two of Carmelites, 
one of Capuchins, one of Dominicans, and one 
of Augustinians ; a house for recluse women 
called el Beaterlo, and a foundUng hospltaL 

Santiago was made a city by the king of 
Spain in 1652, with the title of very noble and 
very loyal ; its arms are a shield in a white 
ground, in the centre a lion rampant holding a. 
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Und counts fifty governors from Pedro de Val- 
divia, the first, to Don Casimiro Marc6 del Pont> 
the last ; also twenty-three bishops, from Don 
Rodrigo Gonsales Marmolijo to the present Don 
Manuel Rodriguez. Here was also a tribunal 
of royal audience, one of accompts, a consulate^ 
or board of trade, treasury, and commissariate 
of bulls. The whole of the territory extends 
from the desert of Atacama to the confines of 
Arauco, and was subject to the above-mentioned 
authorities from the foundation of the govern- 
ment in 1541 to the beginning of the fortunate 
revolution in 1810. 

The contrast between the society which I 
had just quitted in the capital of Peru and that 
which I here found in the capital of Chile was of 
the most striking kind. The former, oppressed 
by proud mandataries, imperious chiefs, and 
insolent soldiers, had been long labouring un- 
der all the distressing effects of espionage, the 
greatest enemy to the charms of every society : 
the overbearing haughty Spaniards, either with 
taunts or sneers, harrowing the very souls of 
the Americans, who suspected their oldest 
friends and even their nearest relations. In 
this manner they were forced to drain the cup 
of bittemesss to the last dregs, without daring 
by participation or condolence to render it less 
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uspalatable; except indeed they could AhA 
an Englislmianj and to him they would nnboioai 
their inmost tboaghtB> belierin; that every 
Briton feels as much interest in forwarding th* 
liberty of bis neighbour, as he does in prfr> 
serriDg his own. In LiBoa the tertnliBs, cr 
diit-chat parties, and even tiie gaity «f tW 
pnblic promenades, had almost disappeared; 
and fuatuh x acahark ato T when will this end t 
was tbe constandy repeated ejacnlatiaii. fa 
Santiago every scene was rerersed ; mirth and 
gaity presided at the patios, confidcDce and 
frankness at the daily tertulias; En^isbnea 
here had eTmced their love of univenal ttberty^ 
and were highly esteemed ; fhendsfaip and cm» 
viviaJHy seemed to reign trium^Aant, and iim 
security of the country, being the frnitB of As 
labour of its children, was conddered by each 
separate individual as appertaining to himself; 
his senttments on its past efibrti, present safety, 
and future prosperity were delivered with ai> 
controlled freedom, while the supreme magia- 
tiate, the military chief, the sddier, and tte 
peasant hailed each other as countrymen, and 
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the revolution ; it has rendered her not only 
independent of Spain, but of Peru also. For« 
merly the fruits and produce of this fertile 
region of the new world were entirely indebted 
to Peru for a market ; but with the spirit of 
freedom that of speculation arose, and markets 
and returns were found in countries, of whose 
existence ten years ago (1819) even the spe^ 
culators themselves were ignorant Several 
of these provinces were conceived to be so situi- 
ated, that no one attempted to visit them, judg** 
ing that such a journey would be attended with 
almost insurmountable difficulties; dangers at 
great as the majority of the inhabitants of Eu* 
rope supposed were to be encountered by a 
visit to the coasts of Peru. 

The manners and customs of the inhabitants 
of Santiago are now very different from those of 
Conception in 1803, which was at that time 
nearly as affluent as the capital ; the estrado 
is almost exploded; the ladies are aocus* 
tomed to sit on chairs; the low tables are 
superseded by those of a regular height, those 
on which the family, who at that period crossed 
their legs like turks or tailors, sat on a piece 
of carpet, are now abolished; formerly all ate 
out of the same dish, but now they sit at 
teble . in the same manner as the Englidi, and 
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their meals are served up with regularity aad 
neatness. The discordant jarring of the old half 
strung guitar has given place to the piano, and 
the tasteless dance of the country to the taite^ 
fill country-dance. In many respects, indeed;, 
the Chileans here appear half converted into- 
English, as well in their dress as in their dn 
versions and manners. 

The following brief statement of the rev61u> 
tion in Chile, extracted from official document!^ 
and faithful reports, will I flatter myself be fbond 
interesting to all classes — its details, however* 
must necessarily be confined within short limits. 

One of the peculiar features in all the South 
American revolutions was the accompliritment 
of the principal object, which consisted in de- 
posing the constituted authorities without blood- 
shed. This was the case at Caraoas, Santa Fi 
de Bogoti, Quito, Buenos Ayres and Chile ; and 
at a later period at Guayaquil, Tnixillo, Tanna^- 
aad even at Lima ; for the S panish forces quitted 
the city, and the Chilean entered without tiw 
occurrence of a skirmish either in the capital or 
its vicinity. 
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wiM deposed by the native u^bitants, under 
the plea of his incapacity of preserving this part 
of the Spanish dominioDfi for Ferdinand, when 
he shookl be freed from his captivity* and a 
junta vrhioh was formed of the Gabildo lock 
apo^ itself to govern aoc(Nrding to the old sys^ 
tem, but wkh (he secret mtention of foUowinf 
the course and example of Buenos Ayres in 
declaring her independence. In 1611 Don 
Joan Jose CSarrera^ the son of I>on Ignacio 
Ciarrera of Chile (who had been sent to EnroiMTt 
and in the continental war had attained tb^ 
rank <^ a iientenant^colonel and commandant of 
a regiment of ; hussars) crossed the Atlantic 
to suocour his native country, which he was 
considered by his friends as the only person 
capable of saving from the impending ruin 
which threstened it irom the result of the steps 
taken; and he was in consequeoce nominated 
by the juocta supreme presid^it of the congress 
which was convened, besides which he was ap^ 
pointed general in chief of the army about to be 
focmedi The first step whidi Carreia took was 
to estsMish a defensive army, which he imme* 
diatdy began to recruit and disciplme, choosing 
his officers from among the most zealous friends 
of liberty. He constituted himself colonel of 
the national guards^ appointed his elder brodier> 

VOL. III. 2 A 
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■Don Jose Miguel, colonel of grenadien, and Us 
younger, Don Luia, colonel and commandant of 
artillery. At this time the principal militaiy 
force of Chile was at Conception; indeed the 
whole of the force, excepting two. companies 
which had always been on duty in the'Cay^al, 
fuad about fifty stationed as a garriscu at Valpn> 
niso, was employed on the frontiers of. Aranco. 
X>n hearing of what had taken place in,the capi- 
tal, the troops at Conception declared, them- 
selves in favour of the cause of liberty. Hie 
inhabitants of Conception pretended tlut thor 
city was better calculated to be the seat of 
government than Santiago; and as the troop* 
were princiinlly composed of Penoonea^ natma 
of the place, they were persuaded to join: in 
the request, which occasioned some difficultiea 
to Carrera, and it was feared thai this untimely 
pretension would be the cause of a civil .war; 
but it was finally adjusted that, for a specified 
time, the troops of Conception should remtuh'to 
the southward of the river Maule, and those of 
Santiago to the northward. This gave Oarren 
an opportunity to gain over the troops, wliidi he 
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The Spanish troops from Lima, Goquimbo 
and Ghiloe, under the command of Colonel 
Gaihsa, began hostilities in the south of Chile ; 
various actions and skirmishes occurred be- 
tween them and the undisciplined Chileans, the 
result being favourable to the latter. In 1813, 
Don Bernardo O'Higgins (then a captain of 
militia) joined Carrera, who bestowed on him 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel of the line, and 
shortly afterwards raised him to that of brigadier 
general, for the important services he rendered 
with the Guerilla parties. 

In 1813, the three Carreras, with a conlside- 
rable number of their <^cers, were retaken pri- 
soners by the Spaniards, and confined at Talca. 
The command of the army devolved on O'Hig* 
gins, he being the senior officer. He availed 
himself of this opportunity, assumed the civil 
power, caused himself to be proclaimed presi- 
dent, and appointed a substitute in the capital 
to govern during his absence. The Carreras 
being possessed of money bribed the soldiers 
at Taica and made their escape. O'Higgins 
instaiitly offered a reward for their apprehen- 
sion. The three Carreras immediately set off 
to Santiago, disguised as peasants, and made 
themselves known to some friends; Don Luis 
was apprehended and imprisoned; Don Juan 
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Jcwe wut io fak disgoiae to the- ar^erf bu^ 
mckfl, and baxing entered, disoovemd hknlwlff 
to the affioem ud addien, who wdcomeJ hia 
ftrrival, end promiaed to lopport him ; incfHUO* 
queuoe of which he marched with the ■oUien 
to the plase, and liber^ed his brother Jjmm* 
The citixene promptly reinstated die Can** 
nu, and the news bung conveyed to (VHi^ 
pne, he marched hia arraj towards the o^tal, 
leaving the enemy to arail hinuelf of the civil 
discords of the Chileans. Oarrera proposed ft9 
unite their respective forces proceed againet 
the common enemy, and leave their private 
quarrels to be decided by the fortune of wtr,«v 
by the Buffirages of the pei^le. To these pto- 
poaals O'Hig^os objected, and the two genenda 
prepared for action. Carrera chose the plain cf 
Maypu, when O'Hi^^iius soon began the attack; 
and was repuleed; the peasantry, nader the 
command of Carrera. altbouj^ victorious, called 
on their countrymen to desist, not to fly, but to 
surrender to their first and best chief; this they 
did. were generously received, and forgiven. 
O'liiggins and hia principal officers were mads 
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WW reiutated in the eommand of tlie TBn<>f^aard» 
and received orders to auurck towards Raa«^ 
cagaa^ where Canmra soon afterwards repaired 
with the remainder of the army. The Spaniards 
profited by the diaseotions of the patriot chiefs^ 
reoruited and disciplined more troops, and in> 
Tested the town of Rancagim on the first of 
October, 1814. Carrera and his troops de* 
fended themselyes here forty-eight hours, and 
when their ammnnition was expended and they 
were oU^;ed to evacuate the place, they ciit 
their way throu^ the ranks of the Spanish 
soldiery sword in hand. Gmieral Carrera and 
his two brothers, O'Higgins, Benerente, the 
unfortunate Rodxigues, and several of the nMMce 
wealthy citizens, crossed the CJordillera, leaving 
General Osorio in possession of the whole of 
Chile. 

The Spanish regime b^g thus re*eatablidied 
in Chile, the different functionaries who had 
been deposed resumed their offices, and a new 
tribunal called ie U purifteatian was established, 
through which ordeal all those natives who 
wished to be considered as loyal subjects to 
Spain had to pass, it was composed of Span-- 
iards, principally ofllcers, having the celebrated 
Major San Bruno as president. Nothing can 
be imagined mwe arbitrary than the conduet 
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of Uiis tribonal ; its assumed dntiw -. we 
to examiae the proceediogB of the inhabitanti,- 
and, independently of any established laws or 
set forms, to sentence or acquit. The pmrau 
were filled with the ol^ects of penecutioK;- 
the places of exile were crowded with.:die 
victims of this political inquiaition, and IChiler 
groaned under the :unwige administration' Af 
Oserio. This tyrannical geueral and Maxc6, 
instead of pursuing conciliatory ineasures^ 
which would have attached the mal-oontenU 
to their party,' adopted every kind of penfr^ 
cutioD, and cultivated distrust; xmtil ena&by, 
which ripened in secret, at the first fiivourabio 
opportunity produced conspiracies and all the 
Altai effects of revenge. 

Cieneral Carrera pursued his route to Buenoi 
Ayres, where he embariced for the United 
Stags' to solicit assistance; while O'Hig^ins, 
Rodrigues, Mc Kenny, and Galderon,b^an tO 
recruit and discipline a' new army for the reKX^• 
cupatiouof Chile: the command of the snay 
was g^n to.San Martin ; it crossed the Codil- 
lera; and the battle of Chacabuco was ' fought 
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Martin was. nominated the supreme director; 
but he declined the offer, and recommended 
his friend, Greneral O'Higgins, to fill the place. 

The refusal of San Martin to. accept .the 
first and highest post of honour in Chile was 
misunderstood at the time ; it was construed 
into a deference to the superior abilities of 
0*Higgins, and to modesty on the part of the 
hero of Chacabuco ; whereas some who knew 
him better were persuaded, that he intended to 
govern the government, and to make it subser- 
vient to his own purposes. Besides, a wider 
-field for the ambition of San Martin now pre* 
sented itself. He began to look forward to 
Peru, which afterwards became the theatre of 
his warlike virtues. 

The Spaniards kept possession of Talcahu- 
ano, as well as the southern provinces, and 
received supplies from Peru, principally com- 
posed of the regiment of Burgos, one of the 
finest bodies of troops ever sent from Spain. 
General Osorio again took the command of the 
army, and marched towards the capital, . while 
the patriots mustered all their forces to oppose 
him. The Spanish force was composed of about 
five thousand regulars, and it gained several 
advantages, particularly one at Cancharayada, 
where they surprised the Chilean army in the 



night, and completeiy diiperaed k; and htA 
Oaorio continued hit march, be might fam» 
entered the capital without any^ opposition ; bat 
he remained at Talca, and allowed tbeptfriota 
to ccdlect their icattered forces. Thia tbey wtili 
not Blow io peifonntng, for on the fiftii of Apiit 
they presented themselTes on A» plain of Hay* 
pa about seven thounad atpong, including An 
militia; indeed very few of them could be 
called veterans, except in their fidelity to the 
cause of their country. 0'Higgin«haniif.be«|i 
severely wounded in tiia right arm fctCanchnr 
imyada, could not talte the ieM, but rMuteoi 
in his palace at Santiago. San Halrtin and 
Las Hens conmianded tbe patriots* and OMsfo 
the royalists on this memorable day, wluc^ 
sealed the fete of C^iile. The confiiot woa. ob- 
Miaate and nagninary during the gieater pwt 
of the day; in ike afbemoon fortune 9ppnn4 to 
ftvoor tbe Chileans, n^ten lieuteosafrcDlInd 
0*Briaii observed, that the regiment of B«i]pi» 
ware endeavouring io form tiienuelves uto m 
•olid square; heimaiediatdy rode up to Gvaeal 
San Martin; and begged him to charge at 



SOUTH AMERICA. 185 

<iharging at the head of the cavalry, ordered 
O'Brian to charge, which he did, and completely 
routed the Spaniards, and gave the victory to 
the patriots. Osorio on observing the fate of 
the regiment of Burgos fled with a few officers 
and part of his body-guard. When O'Briam 
returned to the commander in chief and re* 
ported to him the news of the victory, he was 
answered^ by a bottle of rum being offered to 
him by the hero of Maypu, accompanied with 
this familiar expression, tama I take bold ! 

Of the five thousand men commanded by 
Osorio two thousand fell on the field, and two 
thousand five hundred were made prisoners, 
with one hundred and ninety-three officers, who 
were immediately sent across the Cordillera to 
the Punta de San Luis and Las Bruscas ; Ge* 
neral Osorio, with about two hundred follow^ 
ers, escaped from the field of action and fled to 
Conception. 

This victory orer the Spaniards gave to the 
Chileans that complete independence for which 
they had been struggling ever since 1810; but 
the glory of the achievement was tarnished by 
what took place as well at Mendosa on the east 
side of the Cordillera as at Quillota on the 
west. On the return of Greneral Carrera from 

VOL. III. 2 B 
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the United States, bringing with .him sennl 
officers and some supplies of arms, for dw 
purpose of equipping an expedition for th» 
liberation of his country^ he found, on his arrival 
at- Buenos Ayres. that his two brotbera w^ra 
on their parole of honour in this city, and were 
not allowed to return home nor to join the army. 
This proceeding astounded Carrera, bat he had 
scarcely time to inquire into what had taken 
place, when he was himself arrested and pbuwd 
on board a gun brig belonging to Buenos AyxM ; 
at which time his two brothers, fearing the same 
&te, fled, Don Luis on the nineteenth of July, 
1817, and Don Jose Miguel on the eighth o(Am- 
gust : on the sev^iteen^ they were apprehoid- 
ed near Mendosa, and thrown into prison, 
when they were in hopes of haying been a^e to 
cross the Cordillera and again to serve their 
country. 

It appears that Don Jose Miguel Carters 
when at Bio Janeiro had obtained a copy of the 
negodation which had been carried co in 
France by Don Antonio Alvares Jont^ the 
agent of the supreme director of Buenos Ayrea, 
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the Dukedom of Parma» and Dona Maria Louisa 
of Bourbon, daughter to Charles IV. of Spain, 
afterwards called the king and queen of Etruria. 
The possession of these documents, and a know- 
ledge of all that had transpired, rendered Car- 
rera an unwelcome visitor at Buenos Ayres, and 
a suspicious character to Pueyrredon, who, to 
provide for his own safety, determined on the 
destruction of this individual, but he escaped 
from the brig and fled to Monte Videa 

Don Jose Miguel and Don Luis were equally 
dangerous opponents to the vices of San Martin, 
who on hearing of their being arrested sent over 
his arqh-secretary Don Bernardo Monteagudo to 
bring them to their trial ; and as it was neces- 
sary to forge some ostensible motive for their 
execution, as that of having disobeyed the or- 
ders of a government to which they had never 
promised fealty could not be accounted suf- 
ficient, Don Juan Jose was accused of hav- 
ing murdered the son of the postmaster of 
San Jose in the year 1814, of which act, how- 
ever, Monteagudo himself says, in his Extracto 
de la Causa scgtdda contra los Carreras, p. 7, 
<^ although from the nature of the circumstances 
the murder could not be proved by evidence, 
yet the whole of the procured evidence was 
such, that the probability of the aggression was 
in the last degree approaching to a certainty." 
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As this accusation did not foclade Doa Lnift 
another plan was laid that should inculpate tlM^ 
two brothers. Some of the soldiers then on duty 
at Mendoaa were directed to propose to tke 
prisoners the means of escaping, to which tfa^ 
acceded, and oa the asth of Febrtury, 1818, 
Pedro Antonio Olmos informed the gOTenwr of 
Meodosa that Don Juan Jose and Doft Luift 
Carrera had formed a plan to eBca|)e firam pri- 
son on the followiog night, and brought in Man- 
nuel Solis to support the information. Thippnt 
the machine in motion, and five other st^diera 
were adduced as eTidence against the unfpc- 
tunate brothers. On the 10th of March th^ 
examinations closed, on the 1 1th they were re* 
quested to appoint their counsel, and on the 4th 
of April the Fiscal solicited the sentence oS 
death ; on the 8th Uie solicitation was approved 
of, as being according to law, by Miguel Joae 
GaUgniana and Bernardo Monteagudo, to whi(A 
was subjoined the foUowiDg order: "let the sen- 
tence be executed— Don Juan Jose and Don Luis 
Carrera are to be shot this afternoon at fire 
o'clock." (Signed) ToribiodeLusuriaga. ThetwQ 
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embraced each other, sat themselves down on 
a bench, and ordering the soldiers to fire> 
they again embraced each other in deaths 
The conduct of General San Martin in this 
afiair may perhaps be defended by his friends 
and partisans; but the prevalent belief is^ 
that on finding a considerable party in Chile in 
&vour of the Carreras, he was determined on 
their destruction, and that the order for the exe-* 
cution of Don Juan Jose and Don Luis was 
sent by him to Lusuriaga the governor. Nothing 
however can be conceived more brutal than* 
what occurred at Santiago after the execution of 
the two brothers. San Martin sent to their un*^ 
happy father an account of the expenses incur- 
red on their trial and execution, with an order 
for immediate payment, or that the father should 
be committed to prison. The venerable old man 
defrayed the bloody charge, and two days afterw 
wards he expired, the victim of malice and of 
persecution. I was at Santiago at the period^ 
and followed the corpse to the grave. 

At the same time that this tragedy was per- 
formed on the eastern side of the Cordillera, 
another, which for its midnight atrocity exceeds 
even the fabulous legends of cold-blooded cruelty, 
was performed by the same manager on the 
western side: an act that would curdle tb8 



milk of sympadiy into a clotted mass of hatted^ 
Don Manuel Rodrig^ea obtained the rank of 
colonel in the service of his country ; he crrased 
the Cordillera after the defeat of the patriots at 
Rancag^a, remained with O'Higgins, and aa-- 
Bisted to discipline the army commanded by 
San Martin ; the battle of Ghacabnco added 
honour and glory to his name, and die field of 
Maypu crowned him with laurels. His conduct 
as a soldier and his manners as a gentleman, 
had endeared him to all who knew him ; bat 
the record of his virtues vras the instmnent (rf 
his destruction; the jealousy ot San Martin 
could not brook a rival in those glories whicb 
he considered excloslTely his own, and that the; 
popularity of Rodrignes m^t withdraw for cme 
moment the attention of a single individu^ 
from contediplating the greatness of the hero of 
Haypu. Kodrigues was apprehended, and sent 
to Quillota, where after he had remained a few 
days, San Martin sent a corporal and two sol- 
diers, with an order for Rodrigites to bddeli- 
vered up to them ; he was coDdncted along the 
road leading to the caf>ital, and not permitted 
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murdered at midnight by his ruffian guard, and 
buried at a short distance from the high road. 
Inquiries were afterwards made by the relatives 
of Rodrigues, but no satisfactory accounts could 
be obtained at head-quarters ; the soldiers who 
were the only persons capable of giving infor- 
mation were not to be found ; this was easily 
accounted for ; General San Martin had sent 
them to the Punta de San Luis, to be taken 
care of by his confidant Dupuy, who was at this 
time under training for another scene of blood* 
shed, more horrible, if possible, than the past. 

After the expulsion of the Spaniards, the 
supreme director, O'Higgins, knowing the im- 
portance of a naval force, which might protect 
the shores of Chile and its commercial interests 
against the Spanish vessels of war, applied 
himself seriously to the acquisition not only of 
vessels but of officers and crews. The two 
East-indiamen, the Cumberland and the Wind- 
ham, afterwards the San Martin and the Lau- 
tero, were purchased ; the Chacabuco and the 
Pueyerredon were equipped ; the Galvarino was 
purchased, and the Maria Isabel was taken. 
But after all this the possession of vessels 
would have been attended only virith expense, 
had not the good fortune of South America been 
supported by the devoted services of Lord 



Cochhtne, to whom the weHtern flhorai oflte 
new world owe their emancipation, aid Eng^ 
land the commerce of this quarter of ttae giobe^l 

O'Higgina beiog denroos of lightening: tlM 
bniden of the adminietration which hhd beM- 
confided to him, nominated five ittdrridl»bi:«i: 
CManiltiag aeiiators ; but he unwiirily gMnted 
to them tneh fiowen u made them tndepMidMt' 
of his own authority, and ooeaeqaentf^ '«MJ 
diered himself Bubservient to their detemriMH* 
tions. This caused innnmeral:^ delvfe at itt$ 
de^tdi of business, and prevented thate e cwif 
which is often indispensably necessary m the* 
affiun of state; indeed these two deAMM «f 
tardinoBs and pnUidty were often viitiUBilfl 
Chile, for by such delays the eneny ^MA te^ 
filmed of the designs of the government tni 
prepared t» tlnrat theirvitetfutioo. 

AfbBT theAqnddnm had adied frtm W^Afm^' 
rliiso on the fifteenth of Jannary, 18^9, «Ade* 
^» command of Lord Ceohrane, the w h e K 
attention of the OhilMUiB was eAgroM^ nW 
the evpectatiott of deeiriTe vietorifes whiobweM 
to bfe obtained over the Spaniftrde in Pert ; flMy 
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MttiBof horror presented itself, mffioient^not 
odiy to astonish the inhabitants of this part of 
theaew wodd, hat to caU down <m the head 
of its author universal execration. The fi^wing 
extract is from the ministerial gazette of Sai^ 
liigo of the fifth of March, 1819 :— 

^ On the eighth of February last, betwe^i 
eight and nine o'clock in the morning, my orderly 
informed me Ihat some of the Spanish odfeers 
toi^uEied here wished to see me« I ordered 
him to allow them to enter ; I was at this time 
conversing virith the surgeon Don Jose Maria 
Gomes and my secretary Don Jose Manuel 
Riveros. Colonel Morgado, Lieutenant*CoIonel 
Moria, and Captain Carretero entered ; Carre* 
tero sat himself down on my left hand, and 
after a few compliments, he drew from his 
Weast a poignacd, and struck at me with it, but 
I fortunately pairied the blow. Carretero ex- 
elatmed at the same time, >* these are your last 
momei^ you villmn, America is lost, but you 
shall not escape r I drew back to defend my- 
self against Colonel Morgado, who attempted a 
second blosw, at winch time General Ordones, 
Gfllonel Prime, and lieutenant Burguillo en- 
tered ; GomeSy the surgeon, immediately left 
the room, calling for assistance, and my secre- 
tary Riveros-endeavoned to do the same, but 
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was prsrented by fiu^uillo. For- • eouMw- 
ftUstimel had to defend myself agahutAeiJiK 
aasassiaa, .wlui. began to ' ddsiit on heaiiiig tHs '- 
riiQutB of the people that aurroanded tbeJioan^- 
and were using every effort to enter it; I B** ' 
quested they would allow me to. go. oat- apd 
quiet the, populace, to which they coniebted ; 
but. the moment 1 opened the-door leadfaig finot 
the.patto to the plasa, the people rushed in, aad 
put the whole of them to death, except Coloaol 
Morgado, whom I killed, and. thus the attHik 
' on my person was revenged. 

: ** I immediately discovered that a plotkad 
beeif formed by the whole of the officers con- 
fined here, to .liberate themselves, and topaaa 
over jto the Guerilla parties under the comnuni: 
of Carrara and Alve^r ; however,^ the popidacto 
and. the stridioT took the abnn, and*wc»alof 
the prisonets have |nid with theic Itves' tibe 
teioejity; of the p^ they had laid. I :ibimedi-t 
ately. ordered Pon, Bernardo Monteagudo'^ 
ibnv.a suinmaiy proces8,.whiohonthe£)drtb 
day after receiving the order he iufbnhed tne 
was finished, and I agreeing with ,lus opiatoa,- 
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.bme ceased to ^xist is, erne general, three colo- 
nels, two tieutenant-coloiiels, nine captains, fi^e 
jUeutenants, seven ensigns, one intendent of the 
i^rmy, one commissary, one sergeant and two 
privates/' This was signed by Vicente Dupiiy> 
lieutenant-governor of San Luis. 

Many other statements of the transactioii 
were circulated by the friends of each party. 
Lreceived the following from a person entirely 
independent of both, and who had no motive 
for furnishing me with an exaggerated account :' 

V On Uie night of the seventh of February, 
18 IB, when Uie Spanish field officers confined at 
San Luis were playing at cards with Ddn Vi- 
cente Dupuy, this • lieutenant-governor hap- 
pened to lose some money, and immediately 
seized vdiat was lying before Colonel Ribero ; 
Ribero expostulated, and notwithstanding the 
entreatieaof his friends, at length struck Dupuy 
on the face, whose firiends immediately seized 
some arms, which had been placed in th6 room, 
and the Spaniards also availed themselves of 
part of them.* The uproar that w^ formed 
fdarmed the guard, and the Spanish prisoners, 
fearful of the result, laid down th^r atins and 
begged Dupuy'a pardon ; it was: granted, and 
he pledged his word and hooiour, that If they 
would allow him to go out, he would pacify the 



tiSBttU Mid^ ^ the gufud ud p f f< J i r i> 4kb 
S|IBui»nU bcUerad htn; ke west Mtf bul ■»• 
•taad af qwfituig the duturbasM he mpimd. 1km 
al»nn, find called upoq the people to raveoge 
the iotulls he had-Teceived from the Q oi m 
(Goths, the name by which the Speuaida mn 
kaown);' Dup«y re-eiUered the hoaee.witk-eome 
eddiera and other armed mdinduabread Qeae- 
ml Ordones, Colonel Mo^ado, with nz oAer 
efficere were immediately butchered hf tkan ( 
Colonel Primo weu^ that he could not eaeipi^ 
took up a piBtol and ahot hnOMtf ; eretf 8p»- 
liard found in the atrceta was also maaannd 
9t the mme time* and many were mwdeBed ift 
their howea; ia an fi% Sfwniab affieera weci 
Biaaaacred, and enjy two eacaped of the .wImI* 
uimber, which at that time were at San Lii& 
For thia memwafale actioa Sapuy waa cnatat 
a oolcoel-major, and a member at the Lagiaa 
elMeritofCUle. 

" Diqray waa afterwaids tried, hy order of te 
forenmmit of BueooB Ayaea. iior aeveral acta «r 
aaaaaaination and cruelty which. 1m had ooai- 
mitted, and he defended himaelf by produoiBg 
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tkmndpMofMlef recHak Uen^pcfv^n&pamd 
mmte al otM Imdo ik Sa§^ Lmus. Prmftitud^y u^ 
lmei§, a$h €oimene para ei Hen A la Patria: wSl 
pMNi thoroagh Stn Lai8» he has my passport^ re^ 
ceive him politely, but allow him not to pass tha 
wood on the other sick of Saa Lai8.-*-Prompti* 
twie and siiencey this is necessary for the good 
of the country. However, Dupny was exiled ta 
La Riqja, whence he OMaped, and followed San 
Martin to Pern. He also proved, that the order 
fer the execotion of the Carreras was a verbal 
one given by San Martin before he left Mendosa.^ 
With respect to General San Martin, it may 
be observed, that as his character and actions 
have been so grossly mis-stated by other wri*' 
lers, it becomes necessary that some traits 
wluch have hitherto been withheld shoold be 
published, as wdl for die purpose of histcxicai 
tmth, as for that of dissipating the cloud which 
envelopes the conduct of several mdividudi 
who have lent their assistance to the cause of 
Aaieriean liberty. The presence of Mon^ 
teagndo at Meiuioza for the execution of the 
Cairaraa, and of his being emfdoyed on a similar 
missicm at San Luis, are rather strange coind* 
deuces ; with die additional circumstonce, that 
lie was anesled in the house of an English mer« 
chMtf residkig at Santiago, and in the supposed 



diaracterof a prisoner, was seM-by thsonbt 
ofSan MartimtoSanLub; where U waa-<C6W> 
Bidered a phROoer until called npoa to fonk 
&e pnocesB, and draw up the senteiice of i 
agakiBt the Spanish '(^cen, whidh i 
appaars to-hapc^ decreed his own kboKtim^ fiir 
he . inuoediately recrosaed' the GordiUexa, anA 
temained with faia. patron. ''la 

( . In ltiI9 the Spaniards irnder the conunud 
li^.GeneralrSantfaes evacuated Conception ani^ 
Tajcahnano, crossed the Biobio, and prooeisd«i 
throng the Araucaniah territory to Valdin«v 
$4nches plundered the city of Concept«Hi of 
eyery .valuable which be could take with hkni 
^^urch plate andomainenta, and even nui^ 
of the iron windows belonging to the houses; to 
also persuaded the nuns toleave their docstenr 
Wd .tor follow the fortunes of the army : tiwy cKdif 
a94 W€Ve aibandDned at Tiicqiel, and leftasianf 
theinidians- ' 

1 A- native of Chile named Benavid«i' waa | 
left by Sanchesat the to#n of Aradco; fiir the . 
pMrppse^of harassing the'patriota at GonoeptkNl, j| 
and several Spaniards of the most licentioai 



I 
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battle bf Maypu he was taken prisoner, and, 
among other, delinquents, • was ordered to tie 
shot,; in the dude of the evening. However; 
Benatides was not killed, althotigh his face was 
stained with the gunpowder, and having fallen, 
he made some motion, which the officer ob- 
serving, cut him across.the neck with his sword, 
and left him for dead ; but even after this he re- 
covered sufficient strength to crawl to a smaH 
house, where he was received and cured of his 
wounds* It is said that after his recovery he [ 
held a private conference with San Martin ; I 
have been perfectly satisfied on this head, and T 
am certain that no such interview ever took 

* 

place; indeed San Martin is not the man for ^ 
such actions, nor would it have been prudent 
for any chief to have risked his existence with 
a desperado Uke Benavides. This monster fled 
from Santiago, joined> General Sanches at 
Conception, and was left by him in the com- 
mand of the amall town of Arauco, where the 
most atrocious hostilities commen;ced that have 
ever disgraced even the war in America. -^ 

The attention of the government was em- 
ployed in fitting out a second naval expedi- 
tion to the coast of Peru, for the latest advices 
from Europe confirmed .thie former, which 
Utated, that a naval force preparing in Cadiz, 



and eompOMd of the tvo line of tattle dHp« 
^exander and Son Telmo, the frigate PracA% 
and some smaller Teaaela. vaa desdiwd to tfte 
Pacific. The Chilean aqaadron mm fay no 
means competent to cope widi sM^mlene; 
besides which, two frigates, the Ssmendda vA 
Vengansa* three brigs oS war, and soote smiH 
craft, as wcU as armed mercbantmen at OaBat^ 
being added to what was expected from Spam, 
the force would have been orerwfaelmii^f. It 
was therefore determined, that the aqoadniB 
■hould attempt the destruction of the vMsele n 
CaUao, by burning them. Mr. Ooldsack, who ' 
had come to Chile, was employed in mftkfa^ 
CoDgreve*e reckets, of which an experiment wtu 
made at Va^wraiso, and which answered tbo 
•zpectatioDS of Lord Cochrane. 

Smy oeceasary anni^emeat bo^ com* 
pletfld, the sqiUkdroB, oonaisting of theO'EB^ 
gins, San Martin, Lautero. Independendi^ 
(which arrived on the S3rdMay, 18(9, hanng 
been buflt m the United States for Ae go- 
vemmeirt of Chile) the Galvarino, Aamakno, 
the Victoria,, and Xevesana, two menehaat 
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tb^bftjrof CitUao:on the tWttaty-ieighith. I^Mrd 
jQocbfane aimounoed to the VicejEoy Peai^la his 
iateptian of destroy log. the fihipping in the bayf 
if pMiible ; but he proposed to him terins <fxi 
vfkkh be would desist; namely, that be 
would diminish the number of his vessels 
by sending part of them to leeward, and 
.figlht the Spanish force man to man, and. gun 
to gun, , if they would leave their anchc»rage, 
and this, said he, might be the means of pre* 
jserviog.tkte property of individuals then in the 
ImyA His '. excellency^ howevec, declined the 
phalle9ge# observing, that it was of .a natovo 
which had : never been before heard of. Th& 
preparations for throwing sockets among the 
ihipping immediately commcAced, and on the 
night of the first of Octobar several were 
jtturown, but without effect: the firing from 
jtbei. batteries and shipping began at the mo^ 
pient the first rocket was thrown, which iqpr 
peared as a signal to the enemy. From our 
i^pcborage we could distinguish the heated shet 
thftt jSew through the air like meteors in minia* 
ture; however, little injury was sustained on 
either. sid<^ ; our loss consisted in Lieutenant 
Bnyley of the Galvarino and one seaman. One 
9f the rafts under the direction of Lieutenant* 
(plQu^l Charles was protected by the Indepen^ 
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dencia; the second by two mortan under that 
oiFMajor Miller, now (1824) General Miller, wat 
protected by the Galvarino ; and tfae third under 
Captain Hinde was defended by the Pueycre- 
don. By accident Captain Hinde lost hia lig^- 
ed match rope, and sent on board the bzig tat 
another, which the soldier dropped on Btepping 
from tiieboat to the raft; it fell among the 
rockets, and an explosion took place, but no 
serious injury was experienced. 

In the nights of the second, third, an4 
fourth several more rockets were thrown, vidi- 
out particular success : some damage was 
done to the enemy's Tessels, but on the faoiOk 
they were comi^tely.uniig^d, which wa^mtr 
doubtedly a wise precaution. ' Several of .the 
rockets exploded almost immedistely after they 
were lighted, others at about half tfadr ruige, 
others txxk a contirary direction to that in i^ich 
they were prelected, and it became evident that 
some mismanagement had occurred in their 
construction. Oniezaminingthem, some were 
found to contain rags, sand, sawdust, manure, 
and similar materials, mixed with tfie com- 
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the govenimeDt of Chile, with a view of saving 
the vfages of hired persons, had employed the 
Spanish prisoners to fill the rockets, to which 
mistaken policy the whole squadron might have 
fallen a sacrifice; for had the vessels which 
were expected from Spain arrived, the Chilean 
forces would never have been able to cope, with 
the Spanish, especially when joined by what 
WZ3 in the bay of Callao. 

On the fifth a large vessel was observed 
to windward. It proved to be the Spanish 
frigate la Prueba, part of the expected squadr 
ron: advices which we received from shore 
informed us, that the Alejandro had returned to 
Spain, and tl^ general belief was, that the San 
Telmo had been lost off Cape Horn, which was 
afterwards proved to be the case. 

The fire-ship being ready was sent into the 
bay under the direction of Lieutenant Morgel ; 
an unceasing cannonade was kept up both from 
the batteries and the shipping ; the wind died 
away, and such was the state of the fire-ship, 
that Lieutenant' Morgel was obliged to abandon 
her, and she exploded before she came to a po- 
sition where she could injure the enemy. Owing 
to the news which we received the following 
day, the admiral determined not to send in the 
second fire-ship, but to proceed to the north** 
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nwdf ta procure fresh provisionB and wtter, Ai 
well SB to obtoiD news retpectiag the Spaniih 
frig;ate. The crew of the Son Martin haag vtfi- 
healthy. his lonlahip otdared her, the IndcpAr 
deocie and Araocano to Santa, and the L a a W rfP 
and Galrarino to Fiaco. to procure q)iriU and 
*iiie, the rOy*l atonk bein^ full it this placft. 
A military force being atBtioDed at Piacci pstt 
of the marines were sent from the 0*HiggiaB 
and Independencia, and the whole were placed 
«nder the orders of Coloael Chatlca. Oar iht 
-l4tfa of October we anchored iib Ab hifrboiir tf 
flanta, and ittinediately began to drive the: aai^ 
tie from the fanna bebfigiog to the Spaaiahls 
down to the hnHk i bdt whstaeAvtt was it- 
veivcd ataoytihlefroa thenatirasWaa ahr&yk 
panctually paid fbf ; thissoebraged.aSpanitrct 
Dob Benito del Red, that -he headed adlfie of 
hit own shTcaanddepeBdeniii ando^wfradi 
^Nepena to Santa, where he mrprised one o£oiir 
sailors, and took tum {tiisoner t he itfwtediktdf 
letlKned, and repcMrted by an exptMa to the 
Viceroy Pesuda, that he hftd aecurad Lctfd 
Cochrane's 
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0» the 15th the Lautaro and Galvarino ar^ 
rived from Pisco^ and as nothing can give a bet« 
ter account of what occurred jit this place than 
the official dispatch of the admiral to the Chi* 
lean government, the following translation is 
aubjoined : 

'' The absolute want of many indispensable 
articlea^in the squadron, as I have already in- 
formed you, left tne no other alternative than to 
abandon the object of the expedition, or to take 
the necessary provisions from the enemy. I 
adopted the latter, and sent the Lautaro and the 
Galvarino to Pisco for the purpose of procuring 
spirits, wine^ rice and some other articles. 

''The result of thist expedition has been 
glorious to the arms of Chile in the valour shewn 
by her officers and soldiers when fighting hand 
td hand with the enemy, and in the assault oiti 
the city of Pisco, and the fort to which the 
forces of the Viceroy retired. It is my painAil 
duty notwithstanding to inform you, that the 
unfortuilate Lieutenaiit^Colonel Charles closed 
in thifi action his career in the cause of liberty, 
to which his soul was devoted, at a momen]t 
when it promised to be the most brilliant which 
the hutean mind eould desire. The courage and 
judgment of Charies were not more visible than 
the talent and general knowledge which he 



poBseBSed; such as could only receire aa adcU- 
tioual lustre from his peculiarly agreeable nu^ 
Tity of refined maiiDers. and from that diffidence 
in his behaviour, as if he considered thathft * 
had not arrived at the portal of wisdonii whu 
all who surrounded him saw that he wai one' of 
the inmates of the temple. 

" Would to. God that that sword, the com*' 
panion of his travels over the greater part (tf 
the globe, in search of information, in the 6kj 
of danger, and in the hour of deatfi, bee^fc^ 
ployed by his brother, to whom in hia last'iho>- 
ments he bequeaUied it, with equal: zeal' in 'At 
just and glorious cause, in which my ever to 
be lamented friend Charles has premiturely 
fellen. 

" LaJnenting the loss which the cause of 
libeity and independence has snffieved in the 
death ol Charles, as well as all those 'whaknei^ 
this able and meritorious officer, I striMcribe 
myself yrith an anguished heart, your most 
obedient servant, (signed) Cochrane." 

" To the minister of marine of Chile, NoTcan- 
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field pieces, mounted and served in the city. 
The force under the unfortunate Charles con- 
sisted of two hundred and eighty marines. 
After taking the fort they advanced on the city, 
and took it. Colonel Charles fell about a hundred 
yards from the town, and was immediately con* 
▼eyed on board the Lautaro, where be died on 
the following day. His last expressions were, 
'* I hoped to have lived longer, and to have 
served Chile; however, fate decrees the con* 
trary ; but. Captain Guise, we made the iSpa- 
niards run T' Major Miller took the command 
of the troops, and having arrived at the plasa^ 
he was severely wounded by a musket shot 
passing through his body^ but he recovered, and 
has continued to serve the cause of liberty in 
the new world. A considerable quantity of 
spirits and wine vras embarked, but the sea- 
men, owing to tl^e facility of obtaining their 
favourite, beverage on shorcj^ became so unruly, 
that Captain Guise was obliged to bum thie 
stores, consisting at that time of about fourteen 
thousand eighteen gallon jars of spirits and 
wine. 

Health being in some degree established 
among the crew of the San Martin, she, vnth 
the Independencia, was ordered to Valparaiso, 
and his lordship with the 0*Higgins, Laut^iro» 
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and Galvariao. proceeded to the rirer of Got* 
yftquil, in the hope^ of falling in with the 
Prueba. On the tweaty-KTeoth we enttnd 
the mouth of the river, at eleven p. JCi, and it 
five the ibllowing morning, to the BatemiluiiaiU 
of the natives We were at the anchorage of the 
JPun^ where we found two large Spaniah mvo- 
fAwat abipa. La AguUa and La Begona. almcmt 
Jadeo with timber; after some resistanco the 
crews cut their cid)lea, and idlowed then 
to drop down the river, as the ^b tide bad 
}}^pin to run; however the boats. from tib* 
P'Hi^^;ioi). the only ve«sel that had amreA 
inanned them before they received any damage; 
VbeSpasiMiii took to thei^ boati^ and fled np 
the river. 

A alight dissention happeaed here betwttm 
Lofd Cochrane and Ctptain Guise, who asaerted* 
tiifit thti pri&es had been plundered, by tho 
gfficers of the flag ship; but on being .qoca* 
tioned by hit lordship re^»ecting tb•^a88et«^ 
tioo, he denied having ever made it A nport 
tras afterwards circulated by Captain Spry* that 
it was the intention of tiie Admiral not to a 
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C^taia Spry declared Xo the admiral, '' on bib 
honour," that tbe report was absolujfcely false 
Spry being now coaviivced that no objectioia 
would be n^ade to the vessels that were not pre- 
^nt i^t the capture, sharing in the prizes, next 
circulated a rumour, that Lord Cochrane had no 
right to share in the double capacity of admiral 
and captain; but he also declared, ''on his 
honour," that he had neither made nor even 
heard such a report. These trifling circum- 
stances would be unworthy of detail, were they 
not connected with future transactions in the 
squadron of serious importance, which it will 
be my painful duty to relate. 

The Spanish frigate la Prueba had arrived at 
the Puna on the fifteenth of October ; and hav- 
ing placed her artillery on rafts, she went up to 
the city, where, for want of pilots, it was imposr 
sible for us to follow. Having watered, and 
purchased a large stock of plantains and other 
vegetables, we left Guayaquil river on the 
twenty-first of December. The vessels of war 
and the prizes received orders to proceed to 
Valparaiso; the O'Higgins appeared to have 
the same destination ; but having made the 
island of Juan Femandes, the admiral gave 
orders to stand towards Valdivia instead of 
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■Valparaiso^ oaying, that be wished to e 
that port, because the Viceroy of Peru had 
assured the Pemvians, that oce of the line of 
battle ships had entered Valdim, and wag 
there refitting, for the purpose of t 
attack on Valparaiso. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Pmamge from GnagfaquU River to VmldiTia Loid Gicfarane raoonnoitrit 

the Harfaoar Captore of the Spanish Brig Potrillo Arrival at Talca* 

hoano Preparatioas fbr an Expedition to Vakfivia Troope fiir« 

jiisbed by General Freire 0*Higgins nma agroond Arrival off Val* 

divia Captore of Valdivia. Attempt on Chike frils Rctnm of 

Lord Coehme Leavee Valdivia lor Valparaiao Victory by Beaa- 

ebef^^. Arrival ef the Independencia and Araneano 0*Higgiw 

repured Betom to Valpanuao Conduct of Chilean Government* ••• 

Lord Cochrane raiigns the Command ef the Squadron. 

One peculiarity which accompanied our voyage 
was, that having the larboard tacks on board 
at our departure from the mouth of the Guaya- 
quil river, they were never started until our 
arrival off Valdivia, the difference of latitude 
being 36"^ 27'. The currents which run from 
the southward seem to decrease in about 92* 
west longitude, and at 98'' in 33'' of south latitude 
they are scarcely perceptible. Here also the 
wind gradually draws round to the eastward, 
and in twenty-seven Spanish journals which I 
have examined of voyages made at all seasons 
of the year, this has been universally observed. 
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Od the seventeenth of January, 1820, we 
made Punta Galera, the south headland of the 
bayofValdivia, having the Spanish flag hoisted. 
Early on the morning of the eighteenth the ad' 
qiiral entered the port in his gig, and retained 
on board at day-break, having examined the 
anchorage, and qonvieced himielf that the Spa- 
nish ship of war was not there, the only vessel 
in the harbour being & Htercbantman. - '' 

For an excursion of this nature the spirit of 
eoterprize of a Cocbrane was necessary. Vhen 
the strength of this Gibraltar of South ^AsaericB 
is <M}nsidered, the aomber of battenem, fbrtnfaig 
an almost uninterrupted chain of defence, 
crowned with cannon, the shot of which eroes 
tiie passage in various directions ; inder su^ 
<ircuibstaQces, the reitolution to brave nil iliinn ■ 
for thci advttoeemeQt of the ChileiH eenice' rft* 
fleets the highest poMible bmouron the adininl; 
b^^B, to Uiis brief and perilomeani^ Smth. 
America ow^e the expolsion of her enemies^rDn 
lAis strong hold. 

At half-past six o'dbck a boat witti an 
officer, three soldiers, and a pilot, came along 
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hove in sigbt, which we chased and cap 
tured ; she proved to be the Spanish brig of 
war the Potrillo ; she had been sent from Gallao 
with money for the governments of Ghiloe and 
Valdivia, and was at this time on her passage frooi 
the former to the latter place. After the capture 
I was most agreeably surprised to find, that two 
of the daughters of my kind friend Don NiodM 
del Rto, of Arauco, were on board ; and tibatt 
at the expiration of seventeen years, it was m 
my power to return part of the kindnesses which 
I had received from their family, when a forlon 
and destitute captive in Araucania. 

On the 20th we anchored in the bay of Tilt 
cahuano, ^pd in the course of two hours Gene? 
ral Freire, the governor of the province and suite 
fame on board to welcome the arrival of Laid 
C<>cbFane. I availed myself of this opportunity^ 
and solicited permissiini for the two Miss Kioi 
to return to their home, to which the general itm 
Biftdiately acceded ; although, said he, with the 
exception of their brother Luis, all the family 
have been determined enemies to the cause of 
their country* Late at night an officer came o» 
board and informed me, that two soldiers were 
undfor sentence of death at Conception, that 
they w^re to be executed on the fc^owing, 
morning, for the crime of desertion, and th«t 



he had been deputed by sofne of his hn^M 
OfBcen to solicit the intervention of tiw admirat 
in their behalf. I reported this to his lordship, 
uid a letter was senj in the morning, to which 
the following answer was received : 

" My Lord — Chile and Chileans ar» erery^ 
day more and more indebted to you ; the &voiir 
which you beve this day done me, in relieving me 
irom the necessity of enforcing the execation of 
another sentence of death, is eqaal, in Ae sealft 
of my feelings, to the pardon. I shall send tlie 
two deserters to thank your lordship, for I hav# 
impressed on their minds what they owe to your 
lordship's goodness. I have to beg that tbey be 
incorporated in the marines, where, fighAig^ 
under your imniediate orders, they may evinetf 
thar lore of the patria, and erase the stam witt 
which they hare soiled a cause which hae the 
honour of coantmg Lord Cochrane vuougitM^ 
most worthy defenders &e. — ^Ramon Vttan^ 

On the day after our arrival. Lord Cochrane 
h^d a private coaference with General Freire, 
and proposed to him an attempt <ni VidiiUni,' 
which his lordship offered to undertake with four 
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not to communicate the plan even to the supreme 
government, until the result should be known. 
It is impossible not to admire this generous con* 
duct of Freire. He lent part of his army, wb€Mi 
he was on the eve of attacking Benavides, and 
exposed himself, by thus weakening his division, 
to the displeasure of his superiors, should Lord 
Cochrane not succeed. But his love for his 
country, and the high opinion which he enter- 
tained of the admiral, overcame every objection. 
The generosity of Freire is equally praiseworthy 
in another point of view : he gave part of hi* 
force to another chief, for the purpose of obtain** 
ing a victory, in the glory of which he could not 
be a participator, except as an American inter* 
ested in the glorious cause of the liberty of his 
country. 

Orders were immediately given to prepare 
for a secret expedition ; but as this proceeds 
ing was so novel, a secret was put in circular 
tion, that the destination was to Tucapel, in 
order to harass the enemy's force at Arauoo; 
and the distance being so very short, neither 
officers nor privates encumbered themselves 
with luggage. All was ready on the afternoon 
of the 28th, and two hundred and fifty men» 
with their respective officers^ under the com* 
Biand of Major Beauchef, were embariced on 



boaii the O'Higgins. the brig of warXotrepid» 
aod the schooner Mootezuma. which went, at 
Talcahuauo on our arrivaL We got under weigli 
in the morning, becftuie the wind continoed 
calm during the whole of the nighL 

About four oWock in tlw monung his IjBpd* 
•hip retired to his cabin to rest, leavinjg 9tien 
with Lieutenant Lawscn to report if the Nri&d 
diould change, or any alteration should lak« 
place. As soon as his lordship had left the quAR- 
ter deck» Lawson gave the same orden to Mf* 
George, a midshipman, and also retirad to bit 
cabin. The morning was so remariubly buy* 
that it was impossible to see twenty jardk. a^eftd 
<]i the ship, and a iii$^ breeaie spriagiBg .Uf)» 
the frigate ran aground on a sand-bftnk off tlw 
island Quinquina, and so near to it, .tibafc Jbe 
jib-bcoin waaent^fcgled among^ bnocJMs of 
the trees on shore. This aocidantbrnigbt tJM 
adwiral on deck, half-dressed, when ta hit 
■stcmiahmant he saw lange pieces, of iJbsathing 
and fragmenta of the false keri floating about 
-the ship. A kedge anchor was kunediately 
carried out astern, and in a few minutes we w«n 
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very outeet : in half an hour the carpenter r^ 
ported, no abatement in the depth of water : 
yfeW, said his lordship, but does, it increase ? no, 
said the carpenter, and orders were immediately 
given to stand out to sea. 

On the second of February, to the south- 
ward of Punta Galera, the whole of the troops, 
including the marines of the O'Higgins, were 
placed on board the brig and the schooner ; his 
lordship embarked in the latter, and proceeded 
to the bay of Yaldivia ; having anchored at 
sunset near to a small bay, called Aguada del 
Yngles, > English watering place. Major Beau- 
chef took the command of the troops, embark- 
ed at Talcahuano, and Major Miller, having 
recovered of the severe wounds which he re- 
ceived at Pisco, took the command of his brave 
marines, and assisted in adding new lustre to 
the arms of Chile. 

An advanced party of six soldiers and a 
sergeant was despatched under the command of 
the Ensign Vidal, a 3roung Peruvian, having as 
a gaide one of the Spanish soldiers, who came 
off to the O'Hig^ns in the boat on our first ap« 
pearance off Yaldivia : they drove the Span- 
iards from the two guns stationed at the avan- 
sada, and following their footsteps, arrived at 
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the battery of San Carlos, but not befinre -die 
gate was closed. 

This battery is fonbed on the land nde by 
placiAg pieces of the trunks of trees out opon 
another to the height of ten feet; and Vidal 
■finding it impossible to scale the voodea waU 
exerted himself in dragging out two <^ dw 
logs, and then crept through the hole. Allowed 
by hw piquet. Having entered, he fonoed bit 
veteran gang and began to fire on the Spanish 
soldiers, who not being able to distil 
either the number or situation of their t 
fled in diaorder, some clambering over the 
palisade, while others opened the gats and 
fled in leas Uppaireiitt disorder. Two oficors 
came to Vidal, and said to him, why do yon fira 
onus, we are. your countrymen, we. do not.be> 
tt>ng to the insu^nta ? I beg your pardon, an- 
swered Vidal, you now belong to the insargentiif 
being my prisoneta of war. The two astonished 
officers immediately surrendered their swordst 
At this moment Captain Erescano, a'Bnenot 
Ayrean, arrived with forty matines, and with- 
out any hesitation butchered the t^o officer^ 
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at&ljr 1^ Brescanoy and with his bfave soldien 
followed the enemy. The batteries of Amargos 
and the two Chorocamayos fell in the same man** 
per that San Garios had fallen, and Yidal had 
passed the bridge of the Castle del Corral when 
Captain Brescano arrived with forty marines: 
thus in five hours all the batteries on the south 
aide of the harbour were in our possession. 

At nine o clock in the morning of the thirds 
the O'Higgins laid to at the mouth of the har- 
bour, under Spani^ colours. The Spaniards at 
Niebla were a second time deceived ; for be* 
lieving her to be a vessel from Spain, they made 
the private signal, which not being answered by 
the frigate, the soldiers immediately abandoned 
tte battery, and fled in the greatest disorder. 
After the O'Higgins was brought to an anchor, 
detachments of troops were sent to Niebla and 
the battery of Mansera on the small island 
bearing the same name. The vessel at anchor, 
in this port was the Dolores, formerly under 
the Chilean flag ; but in November, 1819, part 
of the crew took possession of her at Talcahu- 
ano^ and having slipt her cables, suled her to 
Arauco, where Benavides landed those of the 
crew who were accused of being insurgents, ' 
and immediately ordered them to be shot on the 
beach : a boy who witnessed this horrid specta- 
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de'li^ui to ay, vhich being obMtvad by 
Benandes, he immediately beat outhii-tetiH 
with his baaton. - This marderer not kamringf 
what to do with the ah^, sent her to Iteldivnt 
where she became our prize ; the riftgj— dw^ 
a native of Paita, was also secured, sent to 
Valparaiso* tried and executed. . • <. 

Hie important strong hold of Valdim wiia 
thus annexed to the republic of Chile by ose of 
those inexhaustible resources in war wUch 
hare marked the career of the hero under !ii6eas 
immediate directions and unparallded intoa^ 
dity the plan was formed and executed. Loid 
Cochrane having perstmally attended to tba land- 
ing of the troops, and given his final' ordoMM 
Miller and Beauchef, took his gig, and, notwid^ 
standing the shot from the battery of StnCarios^ 
rowed -along the ^ore, watching the opentioiiB 
of the troops, and serring as the beacoa taglory^ 

In fifteen hoars from oar landing we were is 
possession of the advuiced posts of Agoadadal 
Tngiei^ el Piojo, de la Boca, andde Pkya 
Blanco ; of the batteries of San Carioa, Amar- 

, Chorocamayo alto and bajo, Maosera, and 
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hi tiw^magarines there were eight himdnA 
mtd forty barrels of gunpowder^ each weighing 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds, one hun* 
dred and seventy thousand musket cartridges^ 
about ten thousand shot, many of copper, b^ 
ttdes an immense quantity of all kinds of war- 
like stores. Our loss consisted of seven men 
kiUed, and nineteen wounded ; that of the ene* 
my of three officers and ten soldiers killed, and 
twenty-one wounded ; besides six officers pri^ 
soners, among whom was the Colonel of Can^ 
tabria, Don Fausto del Hoyo, and seventyniigc 
Spanish sergeants, corporals, and privates. 

Every thing being secured in the port, his 
lordship went with part of the troops to the 
city, which had been sacked by the Spaniards^ 
who had fled towards Ghiloe. A provisicmd 
government was immediately elected by the 
natives who w^re present, at which, by his 
lordship's orders, I presided, and received the 
elective votes ; the person chosen being afltm- 
wards confirmed in his situation as governor M 
imterm by the admiral. On examining the 
correspondence in the archives, I found that 
many serious complaints had been made by 
Quintanilla, the governor of Chiloe, to Montoya 
the ex-governor of Valdivia, stating his fear of 
a revoluticm at San Carlos, the principal town* 



a» .'TBAVBUm.. 

TlHS-uduMdhii lordship to appear off GUoe, 
and even to land put of the force that CDidd, ba 
i^ared at Valdivia. He gave orderfe to prepare 
for embarkation on the 12tb, bat unfortunately 
the brig Intrepid was driven from her anchorage 
by a stirong northerly wind, and wrecked m a 
sand-bank that atretcfaes into the bay fropa the 
island of Hansera. - This very serious lo^a waa 
r^arded by the ajimiral like- our former ac- 
oident at Talcahuano, and orders were imme- 
diatdy issued lor the soldiers to embark jm tha 
Montezuma and Dolores. The short' respite 
from active duty allovred his lordship to inform 
the supreme government of Chile of his succeaa 
at Valdivia; which he effected by sendiiig;^ 
small piragua* with orders to touch at T^ofr* 
krano, and to report to General Freirft t)i«jn»- 
anlt of the expedition. 

The receipt of Ae unexpected newt at 
Vtiparaiso was a niomeat of ctnltatioil to tb«[ 
friends of Lord Codirane, alid - a very aevcna 
check on the tongues of his d^tfacton ; aoin? of 
these had been busily employed in foiling 
matter wherewith to tarnish the rocket ex- 
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adduced as a proof of his disobedience to thft 
orders of the government Now, however, all 
was hushed, and every one exclaimed, ** wtf 
knew that our admiral would not return to Chiles 
without adding new laurels to his brows.** This 
was re-echoed in Valparaiso; and long 4ive 
Cochrane ! was the general cry ; long live the 
hero of Valdivia ! resounded in every street. ' 
On the 13th, Lord Cochrane went on board 
the schooner Montezuma, and sailed with the 
Dolores for Chiloe, where the troops were 
landed, and two small batteries taken, afi4 
afterwards demolished. The young Ensign 
Vidal was again appointed to command an ad> 
vanced party of twenty-four soldiers, and when^ 
ascending the hill on which the Castle de ta 
Corona is built, he lost eleven of his meif 
by a volley of grape from the battery, he im^ 
mediately ordered the drummer to beat a retreat i 
that is impossible, said the boy, knocking th€ 
sticks together, for my drum is gone. In fact 
it had been shattered to pieces by a shot; how* 
even Vidal retired, carrying three wounded men 
with him, and Miller being wounded at the same 
time by a grape shot which had passed the fleshy 
part of his thigh, the retreat to the boats was im* 
mediately ordered. The resistance made at tfhis 
place by the natives, headed by several friars; 



wu a conyindng proof that they were deter- 
miaed supporters of the cause of Sp«iii« and 
as the patriot force was not sufficient to attempt 
a oooquest of the town, the soldiers were re- 
embarked. 

During the absence of the admiral with Ae 
mariaes, part of the troops embalmed at Cod- 
ceptbn were left on duty at the Castle dd Cor> 
ralf under the command of Ensign Lata^ua; who 
in ctJd'Maad, and without the slightest provo- 
cation, ordered two of the prisoners, a ctwporal 
and a private, to be shot. I immediatdy or-' 
dered four officers who were on shore tobesent 
on board the O'Higgins, fearful that they might 
be treated in the same mauier. On the ntnni 
(tf his lordship on the twentieth, Latapia waa 
placed under arrest on board, and the necessafy 
dctdaratknu were taken, according to the Spa- 
nish forms, for his trial by a court-martial. He 
was conveyed to Valparaiso as a prisoner; his 
conduct, together with that of Erescano, was 
reported to the government, and when wa ex- 
pected to hear of their being sentenced to eome 
kind of punishment, we were surprized to find 
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His lordship having .given orders for thi» 
O'Higgins to be overhauled and repaired, con- 
sidering it unsafe to venture again to sea in hert 
he embarked on the twenty-eighth in the Mon-- 
tezuma for Valparaiso, taking with him five 
Spanish officers^ and forty privates, prisoners, 
leaving directions with me to superintend y^hat 
was going on here, until I should receive orders 
from the supreme government. 

Major Bj^auchef having collected all the 
force he was able, which, including the troops 
embarked at Conception^ and some volunteers 
of Valdivia» amounting only to two hundred and 
eighty individuals, n^arched to the Llanos^ 
having received information that the Spaniards 
who fled from Valdivia had sworn at Chiloe that 
they would return and either conquer or die ia 
the attempt. The two armies met near the 
river Toro, on the sixth of March, and after an 
engagement of less than, an hour, the Spanish 
officers mounted their horses and fled, leaving 
the soldiers to their fate. On the t^nth Beau- 
chef arrived at Valdivia, bringing with him two 
hundred and seventy prisoners, with all the 
arms and baggage belonging to the Spaniards. 

The Independencia and Araucano arrived on 
the twelfth, with the necessary workmen and. 
tools for the repairs of the 0*Higgins ; after sh^, 
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if/ae hove down, it was diBcovered that be^des 
a great quantity of sheathing, she had lost nine- 
teen feet of her false keel, and about seven of 
her main keel. On the eleventh of April the 
repairs were finished, and we embarked for 
Valparaiso, where we arrived on the eighteenth. 

The Spanish force stationed at Valdivia con- 
sisted of part of the regiment of Cantabria, part 
of the Casadores dragoons, artillery, pioneers, 
marines, infantry of Conception, artillery of 
ditto, battalion of Valdivia, dragoons of the 
frontier, and lancers of the Laxa ; these were 
the remains of the Spanish army which left 
Conception, under the command of General 
Sanches, in 1819, besides the regular garrison 
of the port, amounting in all to about one thou- 
sand six hundred, while the expedition under 
Lord Cochrane amounted only to three hundred 
and eighteen. 

The government of Chile ordered a medal 
to be struck in commemoration of this important 
victory, and it was distributed to the officers. 
His lordship expected some remuneration for 
his men as prize-money, but the government 
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tkat the value of these might be decreed to the 
captors, but the answer to this request was an 
order for the stores to be disembarked in the 
arsenal at Valparaiso, and the following para* 
graph from the pen of the hireling Monteagudo 
made its appearance in the Censor de la Revo^ 
lucion, which was conducted by this patriotic 
scribbler : — 

*^ We are informed that Admiral Lord Cochr 
rane is determined not to allow the debarkaticm 
of the warlike stores brought from Valdi via in 
the ship Dolores, on the plea of their being a 
prize to the squadron which has restored that 
province from the hands of the enemy to Chile. 
We cannot persuade ourselves that his lordship 
does not acknowledge, that all the stores exist** 
ing at ValdiVia at the time of its restoration be* 
long to the state of Chile in the same manner 
as those in the provinces actually forming the 
state, without any other difference than that 
these were restored to the free exercise of their 
liberty before that was. Even if Valdivia did 
not belong to Chile, we do not make war on 
every section of America, but on the Spaniards 
who hold a domination over it: these are the 
principles which have always regulated the con- 
dact of our armies; and nothing save the 
ezolntive property of the Spaniards has been 



■libjected to the rights of war. It would lUo 
be a pernicious precedent to future- tyera t ioni if 
whatever was found in a conquered tarritory 
should belong exchiairely to the ncton; Wa 
are persuaded that some misundentuiding kM 
taken place respecting these wari^ atMes 
brought by the Dolores : Adoiiral Gochrane.ii 
well acquainted with public rights,: aad tfw 
high opinion which we entertain of his hmour- 
able character obliges us to doubt that which we 
are not inclined to believe." - " - - ••> 

. Lord Cochrane afterwards asked Hfmte^ 
gudo if he believed what he had publislwd;waa 
just or according to law ; do, said he, cerbunlj 
not, but I was ordered to write and to puUiah 
yrbat appeared in the Censor. His locdaU^ 
being convinced that the - govemmeilt waa de^ 
termined not to reward the services ; of : the 
aquadron, assured them, that this woirid eeCf 
taioly be the last service Of the kind whi(^<tlMy 
would receive from it : he also warned 4bem 
against expectiug that men would rnk ^their 
lives, after undergomg the greatest privalianaf 
without any remuneration : he told them, more- 
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tbem were in his own bands. The government 
wishing to conciliate the Admiral, made him a 
presenter a large estate in the province of Goih 
ception ; but bis lordship immediately returned 
the document, stating, that it was the services 
of the men which ought to be rewarded, that 
his own were amply repaid by the glory of the 
achievement. All his pleadings, however, were 
in vain, and no reward was ever given to them 
by the government for the capture of this . ihost 
important fortress ; nay more, it was questioned 
whether Lord Cochrane ought not to be tried 
by a court-martial for having fought and cqd« 
quered an enemy without the. sanction of the 
government ! a fair proof of what would bavd 
been the consequence had not the result beeo 
favourable to his lordship. . j 

A series of plots now began to take • place 
one after another, which seemed to threaten 
even the > stability of the government: thiL 
regiment number one, stationed at Mendon, 
revolted,. Benavides, entered Conception, and 
committed teveral most daring, outrages ; and a 
conspiracy was said to have been formed in the 
capital against the government by the Carrera 
party, and the isupreme director vras so thwarted 
by the senate, that he could not act with that 
promptitude and decision which circumstances 



required': the greatest posiible evils, pi^botif 
and procrasUoatioD, where secreay and d«»> 
patch were neceBaary, counteracted in the moat 
esseatial points the wishes of the mpmnacy^ 
The pNsons who were accused of beiay euoi* 
•pirators were apprehended, amoo^ whomweM 
included the last remains of the Carrerafiunily* 
Mid other individuals who were otnoiioas to 
O'Hi^ins : these were all embarked on hoaid 
the brig of war, Pueyrredon, and sent down to 
the coast of Choco, where it was expected that 
they would shortly die, and where in faat Aa 
uncle of the Garrens did die ; but, cootfuy to 
the expectation and even the request «f th^ 
Chileaagoveranient, that of Colembia re eei f w l 
them as friends, and some of the ezilea faung 
<rfGcers, Bolivar incorporated them in lua anmy; 
witli a {VDmotiDn; for which aet oCjoatioe 
he never had ai^ reaaon to complaab. ~ Tfaa 
floctuationa in the deaigns of the goTOininent 
we well portrayed in the following lattar firom 
LordCooluane to theanpremedinotort -j 

" Most Ext Sir — Being at praaent iFvlry"**^ 
with a palpitation of my hearts which at times 
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goyernihent, I feel myself obliged to solicit an 
excuse ; persuaded as I am, that the following 
exposition, which contains all that is necessary 
to remind you to reflect on what is past, and to 
anticipate what is to come, will be sufficient. I 
Also hope that my exposition will be ascribed to 
the sincere desire that I have of serving your eK-^ 
cellency, to whose interests I am most sincerely 
attached, as being the august representative of 
the sacred cause of your country's welfare. 

'' Touching on what is past, you will do me 
the honour to recollect, that I recommended to 
you the indispensable necessity of removing 
among the seamen all kinds of distrust with 
respect to their pay and prize-money : the fiiist 
of which they have not yet received, and of the 
second they have been totally defrauded ; youir 
excellency promised me that they should be 
regularly paid, and that whatever prizes were* 
taken should be entirely appropriated to these 
two objects ; the mdety belonging to the teptors 
should be immediately distributed, anci ih6 
other, appertaining to government, should be 
applied to the payment of arrears, and equip* 
ment of the vessels of war. I am well aware oi 
the lovraess of your funds } but having, accord*^ 
ing to your promise made to me, informed th6 
crews of Uie different vessels what would be 



the course pursued, the men expect a fol 
of the promise made, and will cmuider me to 
be the author of the deception if.they diacorer 
that-what has been promised to them ia applied 
to other purposes. Your excellency wiUallaap 
me to assure you, that if I had not auppwted 
the promiae made to the seamen, .the real aqoa-^ 
dron would not have now existed, andtbat^if 
the promises are not fulfilled, the squadron will. 
now ceaae to exist. 

" Nothing is more difficult than to maaagtt a 
mass of auch heterogeneous materiala, asdmtof 
which the ■ squadron is compoaed-i-men of di^. 
fe»nt nations, nunners, and religion a -rinan 
whose anspiciaoa an eavly alarmed, and whu ae 
interesta cannot be contradicted widi impaiity^ 
they may be reconciled if duly attended to, and 
mewpeiated with tlmseof the state: butif diia 
is . not done, ' they will^ become opposed to it* 
wdiare. 

** The experience which I acquired dorii^ 
the Atot cruize, convinced me most cmapletely, 
that in addition to the punctual payawnt of 
the crews, it was necessary for their health 
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for procuring these articles themselves, the po- • 
verty of some, and the relaxed habits of others, 
are obstacles, besides which the temptations 
met with at Valparaiso, generally deprive them 
of the power before they leave the port. For 
the acquirement of this desirable object, I made 
several applications to the different departments 
of the government, requesting that such arti- 
cles might be purchased and distributed to the 
crews, according to the practice observed in all 
naval countries. The treasury not being ^ble 
to pay the value of the articles, this was done 
with part of the prize-money taken during the 
cruize ; at the same time that the money so em- 
ployed ought to have been applied to the pay- 
ment of the captors of the Montezuma ; and 
although frequent applications have been made, 
thi^, like the debts of the crews of the squadron^ 
has never yet been attended to; but, on the 
contrary, such sums as were destined, according 
to the promise of your excellency, to the sole 
purpose of liquidating such debts, have been 
applied to other purposes, while part of the 
seamen who have fulfilled their contract, are 
wandering about the streets in a state of despair ; 
others, naked and clamorous, remain on board ; 
the invalids are begging alms, and all are curs- 
ing the authors of their misfortunes. The result 
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of this cMiduct on tibe part of the g 
in, even at preBent, that not only the seEunen 
and Bi^dien, but even some of the officers, avail 
themselveB of erery opportunity to dispose of 
prize g;ood8, aa well as of the naval stores be- 
loDgiag to the TesBels of the squadron; aod 
when they -an discovered, the infliction of 
, pnmdiment IB prevented by their alleg;iDg that 
they oeither Teceirti pay nor prize-money, and 
that they despair of ever receiving either. 

" On my return from the first cruize, your 
excellency will also be pleased to recoHMt, liiM 
I reported the neceasity of marking each bar- 
rel, or package of provisions, with the weight 
or quality which it contained ; making the pur^ 
veyor responsible both for the quantity and 
quality of the contents, in order to prevent al! 
kinds of fraud ; because, from the purser's re- 
ports, I should then have been able to know for 
what period the squadron was victualled. I was 
compelled to make this request, because I found 
that the purveyor had reported at the commis- 
sariate that he had delivered twenty-one quintals 
of beef to the Independencia, when in fact only 
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duct might have frustrated the object of our 
expedition, or even have involved part of the 
squadron in inevitable ruin. For the purpose 
of counteracting such iniquitous proceedings, 
no order has, as yet, been issued, nor am I 
authorised to correct such as punishable crimes. 
** On my return to Valparaiso, after the 
first cruize, I hoped to find the manufacture of 
rockets completed, according to the promise of 
the government, made to me before I sailed; 
but I found that even the manufactory was not 
finished ; that iK>twithstanding the various soli* 
citations made by the late lieutenant-colonel 
Charles, for the necessary materials, that these 
were . retained, or denied through jealousy, or 
some other criminal motive; this might have 
involved the whole of the squadron in complete 
ruin, had the forces arrived at Callao, which 
were expected from Spain. As it was, the 
operations of that expedition became a reproach 
to the officers and crews employed in it, and 
allowed the enemy to call it imbecility in them, 
and ignorance of their undertaking ; but, in rea- 
lity, the neglect or treachery lay in those ap« 
pointed by your government to construct those 
missiles, on whose speculations the persons em- 
ployed in the expedition were induced to rely. 
The unexpected result of this expedition oblig- 
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ed me to raise the blockade, to the apparel <] 
disgrace and positive injury of tlie interest of 1 
the squadron ; although it had been destined 
for the purpose of contending with the enemy 
before a re-union could be eiFected between the 
vessels in Callao, and the expected reinforce- 
ment from Spain. 

" My orders were limited to impracticable 
operations, by the concurrence of unexpected 
accidents, which deprived me of destroying at 
once the force of the enemy in the Pacific. Our 
provisions were exhausted ; the ships of war had 
neither rice, cocoa, sugar, wine, spirits, nor any 
substitute for those articles ; with the addition 
of a considerable number of sick on board. In 
this dilemma, it was once my intention to return 
to Valparaiso; but not wishing to provoke the 
indignation of your excellency, and bring down 
condign punishment on those persons who had 
been the cause of this state of the squadron, I 
determined on taking from the enemy at Pisco 
spirits, wine, and other necessaries, although 
my orders expressly forbade such a procedure, 
I being Umited by them to take only water, and 
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of wine, or grog, when they were on an enemy's 
coast, where those articles might be procured 
in abundance. 

'' On being informed that the Spanish fri- 
gate la Prueba had sailed for the Pund, and 
that she was the only vessel of the expedition 
which had doubled the Cape, I again found 
myself either obliged to abandon the attempt to 
capture her, or to take upon myself the respon- 
sibility of violating my instructions, by taking 
provisions from the enemy on the coast of Peru. 
I determined on the latter, and although a large 
quantity of cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar, and 
other valuable articles, belonging to Spaniards, 
were collected at Santa, they were all abandon- 
ed for the purpose of following the enemy with 
all possible despatch; although I was fully con- 
vinced, and still remain so, that nothing is 
obtained by excluding the enemies of liberty 
from contributing to support the defenders of 
so just a cause ;-for the purpose of exacting 
from them the whole of the sacrifice. 

*' Your excellency must be completely sa- 
tisfied, that our efforts in the river of Guayaquil 
to take, the Prueba were rendered nugatory by 
the want of soldiers; there I requested that 
they might co-operate with the squadron, when 
the efforts of the squadron alone were of little 
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anil; my request was opposed ; but 
o[^>osition was made, or on what principles it 
was founded, I am totally Ignorant, and more so 
of the reasons that exist fiar commuQicating such 
strange determinations of the supremacy to 
any one except myself; because, if any difficul- 
ties presented themselves in what 1 had the 
honour to propose to your excellency, why 
was I not requested to explain them, and to do 
away with what were accounted obstacles; but 
the conduct obsenred imi^es a want of confi-' 
dence in my knowledge, as to the proper 1^11^1+ 
cation of such a force, or a connction on tho 
part of my opponents in your council^ that ^ef 
could not atqipozt their oppesttioo, becniM their 
arguments are founded on nnsound rpnndpleib 
Perhaps what took place at Paita may have been 
quoted by some of your senators, who did not 
recollect the assurance given by the flags of 
truce which I sent in, that nothing, except the 
property of the king of Spain, would be touch- 
ed. The enemy fired on the flag, and now, al. 
low me to ask, if I had any other alternative, 
than, like a coward, to submit to such an insult 
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lency last, at Santiago, a plan was established^ 
and as I then believed, a secret one, the only 
persons present being your excellency. General 
San Martin, and the minister of marine ; this to 
my utter astonishment, soon became as public 
as if it had been given to the gazette, or the 
town crier ; the detail was in the possession of 
every speculator, who calculated solely on his 
private gain. I was ordered to equip the trans- 
ports Aguila, Begona, Dolores, and Xeresana, 
and my orders for the accomplishment of this 
object were scarcely issued, when I was officir 
ally informed, that these being prize vessels, 
were to be sold immediately ; and the orders 
given by the government to me were unexpect*- 
edly abolished, for the purpose of placing the 
fate of the expedition in the hands of mercantile 
speculators, who to the present moment have 
only finished the equipment of one vessel, whick 
has been allowed to sail from this port, when 
declared under an embargo ; and this for the 
purpose of conveying merchandize belonging to 
(Hie g( the contractors to Coquimbo. This hap-* 
pened at the very moment when I was assured 
that the expedition was about to be verified. 
This conduct of the government most positively 
evinces that a mercantile speculator enjoys more 
of the confidence of the supreme authority than 
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I have the honour to deserve. I had subsequent 
orders for the San Martin to sail, and to cruize 
off Talcahuano, she being the only efficiect ves- 
sel of war in Valparaiso ; that the Montezuma 
Bhould sail for Callao for the purpose of obtaia- 
ing a. correct account of the state of the enemy ; 
next that the San Martin should cruize in the 
mouth of this port. I was shortly afterwards 
informed, that instead of an expedition of two 
thousand men that should be ready to sail within 
fifteen days, that one of four thousand would be 
ready within the same time ; this led me to in- 
spect the naval preparations made by the con- 
tractors, which I found to consist of one new 
rigged ship. I next visited the provision store, 
and found there no preparations whatever; 
there was not even a sufficient quantity for 
the consumption of the crews of the vessels of 
war for one month. 

" These circumstances, and many other 
similar ones, oblige me to adopt a line of con- 
duct which my duty to your excellency, to the 
States, and to myself, most imperiously pre- 
scribes ; this is, to solicit your acceptance of 
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^' I liave detailed some of the motives which 
oblige me to abandon the service of a state, in 
which I have been so highly honoured, parti- 
cularly by your excellency ; but my firm con- 
viction is, that if I agree to the tardy and pro- 
crastinated measures of the government, I 
shall make myself tacitly instrumental in for- 
warding that ruin which cannot but be the 
result of the plans of the advisers of your 
excellency. 

" Allow me to offer to your excellency, &c. 
—Valparaiso, May 14th, 1820." 

The official answer to this note consisted 
of a mere list of excuses from the minister 
of marine, indicating any thing but the real 
cause of the inconsistency of the government ; 
indeed, the real cause was enveloped in mys- 
tery for a considerable time afterwards. How- 
ever, the determination of Lord Cochrane, 
not to continue in the command of the squad- 
ron unless that part of the management of 
it which was not under his control was 
placed on a better footing, seemed to rouze 
the government from the state of apathy 
which they now began to perceive would 
soon lead to a state of imbecility. 

0*Higgins and San Martin addressed pri- 
vate letters to his lordship, begging his con- 
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tinuance ia tbe command pf the naval forces 
of Chile, and assuriDg Mm, that the moat 
active measures would be immediately adopt- 
ed for tbe realization of the grand expedition; 
the success of which, they were well awaii% 
depended in many very material points on the 
cturacter and efforts of Lord Ck)chrane. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Lord Codinuie and Chilean Gorenniieiit PraparitionB lor the EiqieditiaB to 

Ptoni Captain Spiy Charges presented by the Admiral against 

Captain Gmse Lord Cochrane throws up his Commissioo Letters 

from the Captains and Officers Commission retained by the Goremmsnt 

Otkr made by San Martin to the Foreign Seamen. Embarkatioa 

of Troops ibr Pern Annooncement of......Sailing of the Expedition. 

Force of the Squadroo. 

liORD Cochrane, whose whole soul was en- 
gaged in the total emancipation of the Spanish 
colonies, desirous of contributing to the acqui- 
aitibn of this interesting object, re-assumed 
the command of the squadron, relying on the 
fulfilment of the promises made by the govern- 
ment of Chile, supported by the guarantee of 
General San Martin ; who, however extraordi- 
nary it may appear, pledged himself not only 
to sanction but also to fulfil the promises made 
by a government in whose employ he was himself 
engaged. 

The supreme director, in the name of the 
republic, again made to Lord Cochrane a dona- 
tion of an estate in the province of Conception, 
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as a token of gratitude for those important ser- 
vices which the country had received from him ; 
this was again rejected, and his Lordship, wish- 
ing to give an unequivocal proof of his attach- 
ment to the country, and of" his intention to 
establish his reeidence in it, purchased an 
estate called Quintero, about eight leagues to 
the northward of Valparaiso. On visiting 
Quintero, Lord Cochrane examined the bay 
called de la Uerradura, and made a report to 
the government, accompanied with a plan, 
stating that this harbour had many advantages 
which that of Valparaiso did not possess ; he 
solicited that it might become an establishment 
for the vessels of war belonging to the state, 
pointed out many important results that would 
accompany the adoption of such a plan, with res- 
pect to the discipline, order and regulation of the 
squadron ; and concluded with an offer to the 
state, of all the land that might be necessary 
for an arsenal and general marine dep6t; 
when, to his utter astonishment, the answer to 
this signal generosity and sacrifice of private 
property, for the good of the service, was a 
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oardered not to omtinue any improvements oa 
the said estate, as they will not be paid f(« 
by the state, to whom Quintero and Herra- 
dura are declared to appertain, on c(mdition 
that Lord Cochrane shall be paid by the state 
the purchase money, and improvements n^ade.? 
This blow affected Lord Cochrane more than 
any other which the government could have 
given him ; at a moment when he had be^i en* 
treated to continue in the command of the squarr 
dron, and an estate in the country had been 
presented to him, when he became the proprie* 
tor of another, by purchase, wishing to convince 
all parties that he adopted Chile as his homcw 

* 

he tacitly received an order to abandon such 
ideas. His lordship immediately addressed t0 
the supreme directcMr an answer to this unex- 
pected notification, which produced an apology, 
ajud an assurance that the proceedings wei^ 
founded on ihe old Spanish laws, which as yefc 
had not been repealed ; and that the notificatiQi 
rested only on the vUtaJiscal, the solicitude of 
die attorney general. It was very appaient, at 
this time^ that something was brewing in the 
Chilean government; but it was impossibly 
eiliier to comprehend the matter, or to foresee 
the effect ; all parties seemed to endeavour to 
concilia^ the good will of the Admiral, ye^ 
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that his lordship had solicited the appointment 
of Captain Crosbie ; and to add to this irregular 
proceeding, the minister of marine informed 
his lordship, that although Don Tomas Crosbie 
had held the command of the Araucano, and 
had been treated as a captain, and addressed as 
such by the government, that as yet he had not 
received a commission appointing him to that 
rank, nor was he as such placed on the navy 
list. His lordship was also informed, that the 
appointment of Captain Spry mi^t be acceded 
to. This order received from the Admiral a po- 
sitive denial, and he wrote in answer, that 
Captain Spry should never tread the quarter- 
deck of the flag*ship as captain of her, so long 
as he held the command of the squadron ; not 
because his lordship had any personal objecticm 
to Captain Spry, but because he would not 
consent to any encroachment on the privileges 
he enjoyed as admiral and commander in 
chief. 

This afiair was stated by Cochrane to San 
Martin, who merely answered, it shall be as 
you choose, sera camo V. quiera, and on the. fol- 
lowing morning Crosbie was appointed flag 
captain, and Spry ordered to continue in the 
command of the Galvarino. Scarcely had this 
matter been thus adjusted, when Lord Cochrane 
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was obliged to place Captain Guise of the Lau- 
taro under au arrest, and to forward to the go- 
vernmeut charges zigaiust him, requesting that be 
might be tried by a court-martial. The charges 
were for repeated acts of neglect of duty and in- 
subordination ; they were arranged under thir- 
teen heads, hnishing with " endeavouring in 
the various acts of disobedience herein men- 
tioned to set at defiance, and bring into con- 
tempt the authority of his superior officer, the 
commander in chief, in the execution of his 
duty, to the subversion of discipline, and in 
violation of the articles of war on the foregoing 
heads, made and provided." This act of the 
admiral astonished the government; the princi- 
pal part of which was now at Valparaiso, for 
the purpose of forwarding as much as possible 
the equipment of the expedition, It met with 
their most determined opposition, and after 
some very warm correspondence, the following 
note was addressed by his lordship to the mi- 
nister of marine : — 

" Sir, — The apparent determination of the 
supremacy to support a junior officer in the 
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not only encourages his dereliction from duty', 
-and is a precedent of the most pernicious cha- 
racter for the imitation of others, but brings toy 
authority into contempt, and renders my exer- 
tions in the service of the republic nugatory. I 
have nothing to add at present to what I have 
already stated to you, except that you will 
place in the hands of his excellency the supreme 
director my resignation of the command of the 
^squadron of Chile, and express to him my sin- 
cere wish, that, whoever may be appointed to 
supersede me, his endeavours to feerve the 
cause of liberty in the new world may be 
crowned with greater success than mine have 
been ; and that he may be better qualified to 
preserve that discipline in the squadron which is 
not only essentially necessary, but indispens- 
ably requisite, for the honour of himself, the 
success of his operations, and the welfare of the 
cause he serves. I have to request you will 
inform me at the earliest period of the accept- 
ance of my resignation, that I may order my 
flag to be struck, as also> whether it would be 
agreeable to the present views of the supreme 
government that I should continue to reside as 
a citizen of Chile, among those persons who, 
after having exerted themselves in the support 

t)f her sacred cause, have retired to enjoy the 
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fruits of tbeir labours; if not, I request permis- 
sion to leave the country ; and my passport con- 
stituting my ultimate request, I remain, &c." 

" Cochrane." 
" Valparaiso, July 16th, 1820." 

The first tender of his commissioD which 
Lord Cochrane made was unexpectedly kept 
a profound secret by the government ; indeed 
at that time the greatest danger would have at- 
tended a disclosure of the matter ; the greater 
part of the foreign seamen v/ere unpaid, and the 
natives, both seamen and marines, were more 
clamorous on this head than the foreigners, and 
oil seemed determined on some desperate pro- 
ceediUf,', if their claims were not directly satis- 
fied. The present act of the commander in 
chief became known immediately; and the fol- 
lowing invitation was on the 17th laid on the 
capstern-head of the flag-ship : 

" It is reported that Lord Cochrane, wea- 
ried out by the illiberal treatment of the gov- 
ernment, has at last been forced to resign the 
command of the squadron, because their jealous 
policy no longer enables him to hold it with 
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INTEREST, not Only of the navy^ but of the 
state of Chile, depend on his continuing in the 
command, will to-day meet on board the Inde** 
pendencia, at one o'clock, for the purpose of 
taking into consideration what steps it may be 
most proper to adopt." 

On the 18th, Lord Cochrane received the 
following letter from the captains of the fleets 
which received the subjoined answer : 

" My Lord, — It being very currently re- 
ported, and generally believed, that your lord- 
ship has resigned the command of the squadron 
of Chile, and as our views are so closely con* 
oected with those of your lordship, we beg 
leave most respectfully to solicit your informa- 
tion on this subject. (Signed.) Robert Forster, 
W. Wilkinson, Cladius Charles, T. Sackville 
Crosby, James Ramsey." 

" Gentlemen, — I have been favoured with 
your letter of this date, and assure you, that 
whether I remain in the command of the squa- 
ilron or not, is a matter of perfect indiiSerence 
so far as I am personally concerned. 

*^ My object in proceeding from England to 
this quarter of the globe was to promote the 
furtherance of liberty and independence, more 
than any private object, or to promote the views 
Mothers inconsistent therewith* 



. 'f I have only to add, that my desire is to IM 
permitted to surrender the command of a squft^ 
dron which I can no longer bold with benefit to 
theetate nor credit to myself, since the cvdwi 
which appeared necessary to be given, and tlM 
limited powers vested in me, are disobeyed with 
impunity, and not only disobeyed, but made 
the 1 objects of persevering scorn and ridicule, 
by persons who ought to be under my authority, 
but who for their personal views wish by insi- 
nuations, falsifications, and detraction, to over- 
throw all that stood in the way of their vain 
ambition. Under this impression, 1 tendered 
my commission to the froverament three days 
ago, but am ignorant of the result, which I ex- 
pect, however, to learn to-morrow. Believe me, 
gentlemen, with fecliugs of gratitude for your 
anxious inquiries on the subject, yours, &c." 
" Cochrane." 
" My I^rd, — Your lordship's reply to our 
letter has created feelings of the deepest regret 
■in our breasts, and it behoves us to act in a 
manner wliich will stamp our characters, not 
only as true patriots, but as men looking up to 
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lution of resigning the commissions we respec* 
tively hold in the service of Chile ; we have 
therefore to request that your lordship will be 
pleased to acquaint us with the result as soon as 
you are aware that the government of Chile 
have accepted your resignation of the command 
of the squadron. 

" We avail ourselves of this opportunity of 
expressing our confidence in your lordship's 
talents, and our determination to act hand in 
hand with your lordship ; in doing which, we 
are persuaded that we are most effectively and 
faithfully serving the Republic of Chile, and 
acting honestly and sincerely towards you, our 
commander in chief.*' Signed by the same fiVQ 
captains. The only two who did not sign it were 
Ouise and Spry. On the same day, the eigh- 
teenth of July, the following was addressed to 
his lordship, by the officers of the squadron : > 

*' My Lord, — The general discontent and 
anxiety which your lordship's resignation has / 

occasioned among the officers and others of the 
squadron afford a strong proof how much the 
ungrateful conduct of the government is felt 
among those serving under your command. 

'' The officers, whose names are subscribed 
to the inclosed resolutions, disdaining longer to 
serve under a government which can so sooft 
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have forgotten the important services rendered 
to the state, or treat with indignity a character 
the most implacable of the eaemies of his own 
country have been forced to respect, beg leave 
to put into your bands their commissions, and 
to request you will be so kind as to forward 
them to the minister of marine for the state. 
At the same time that we nre thus forced to 
withdraw ourselves from the service, our 
warmest wishes continue to be offered up, not 
only for the prosperity and liberty of the coun- 
try, but that of the whole world. 

" We pray your Lordship all health and 
happiness, and have the honour to remain, &c." 
(Signed by twenty-three commissioned officers.) 

" Resolutions entered into at a meeting of 
the lieutenants, and other officers of the same 
class, belonging to the squadron of Chile, held 
on board the Independencia, the eighteenth of 
July, IS20, for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideration the resignation of the commander in 
chief: 

" Resolved, that the honouu, safetv and 
rNTEiiEST of the navy of Chile entirely rest on 
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commander in chief cannot be transferred to 
another, they have induced us to come to the 
resolution of resigning our commissions, and of 
transmitting the same to government, through 
the hands of the Admiral. 

'' That our commissions shall be accompanied 
by a letter, expressive of our sentiments, signed 
by all those whose commissions are inclosed.'' 
(Signed by the same twenty-three officers as 
the foregoing letter.) 

Although his lordship was convinced of the 
inability which the whole expedition would la- 
bour under should his resignation be accepted, 
he still left. the government at liberty to act 
according to their own discretion. In the pub^ 
lie duties on board the vessels of war no re- 
laxation took place; the preparations wefe 
carried on with the same alacrity, and the unre- 
mitting attention of the commander in chief to 
their speedy equipment suffered no diminution ; 
the determination of the captains and officers of 
the squadron was not forwarded to the govern- 
ment, lest the threatening danger might force 
them to adopt a measure contrary to their 
wishes ; however, as some of the captains and 
officers had not joined the others in their 
resolutions, and were aware of their proceed- 
ings, the government soon became acquainted 
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with the whole transaction, and General Sm 
Martini on the night of the 19th, when iti coo- 
versation with Lord Cochrane, expressed his 
astonishment and disapprobation of the pro^ 
ceediogs of the government, and pretended to 
be totally ignorant of what had taken {>htce4 
This assertion was entirely void of truth, fls-wtt 
proved on the following night, when he said^ 
that " he only wanted to be convinced how ftr 
the supreme director would allow a party s|»rit 
to oppose the welfare of the ezpediticn." It 
was moreover corroborated by the aubaeqtieirt 
conduct of this chief. San Martin concluded 
on the 19tb, by saying, " well, my lord,)I ub 
general of the army, and you shall be atoird 
of the squadron; bien, mi lord, yo tojf gimertU 
del exercito, y V. sera abmrante de la eiquadra.' 
After this expression. Lord Cochrane shewed 
to him the letters he bad received from the 
captaJDS and officers, at which San MartiD wito 
very much astonished, for be was not aware 
of the positive determination of those indl- 
viduals not to continue their important and 
indispensable services, except under the com^ 
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Mked Lot d Coehirane if he would consent to the 
suspensioD of the atretat of GftptaiD Guise, and 
delay bis trial to a future and more convenient 
time^ iiioold such be the request of the govern- 
nent; to which bis lordship assented, on con*- 
dition tka$i the sufnremacy should confess that 
the aceusations fnrnisbed and charges exhibited 
werejudt, and that the conduct of Captain Guise 
was highly reprehensible, as being not only pre-» 
judicial to the necessary discipline of the squa- 
dron, bat in every other point of view myn* 
rioos to the general cause of America. Is 
consequence of this agreement, the admiral 
received on the twentieth, the following official 
note from the government : 

''My Lord, — At a tidomemt when the services 
of the naval forces of the state are of the high-< 
est importance, and the personal services o£ 
your lordship- indispensable,the supremacy with, 
tte most profound sentiments of regret ha» 
received your resignation, which, should it be 
admitted^ would involve the future operations 
of tl^ ai^ms/ of liberty in the new world in cer-^ 
tain ruin, asd ultimately replace in Chile, your 
adopted h6me, that tyramiy which your loM- 
ship abhord> and to the annihilation of which 
yinit heroism has so greatly edntiribnted. 

Hia Excellency the Supreme Director com*^ 
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mands me to inform your lordship, which 1 have 
the honour of doing, that should you persist Id 
resigning the command of the squadron, which 
has been honoured by bearing your flag, the 
cause of terror and dismay to our enemies, and 
of glory to all true Americans j or should the 
government unwisely admit it, this would be 
indeed a day of universal mourning in the new 
world ; the government, therefore, in the name 
of the nation, returns you your commission, 
soliciting your re-acceptaace of it, for the fur- 
therance of that sacred cause to which your 
whole soul is devoted. 

"The supremacy is convinced of the neces- 
sity which obliges your lordship to adopt the 
measures which placed Captain Guise of the 
Lautaro under an arrest, and of the justness of 
the charges exhibited against this officer of the 
state ; but being desirous of preventing any 
delay in the important services on which the 
ships and vessels of war are about to proceed, 
it is the pleasure of his excellency the supreme 
director, that the arrest of Captain Guise be 
suspended, as well as his trial by a court-mar- 
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flron, so important as at the present epoch.<~ 
(Signed) Jose Yguacio Zenteno, minister of 
marine. Valparaiso, July 20th, 1820.'' 

Lord Cochrane immediately discharged 
Captain Guise from his arrest by the following 
note: 

" Whereas certain charges had been exhi- 
bited by the commander in chief, touching the 
conduct of Martin George Guise, of the C. S. S. 
Lautaro ; and whereas his excellency the Su- 
preme Director has been pleased to order, that 
the investigation of the same by court-martia} 
shall be suspended, in order to prevent delay in 
the important services on which the ships and 
vessels of war are about to proceed : it is the 
pleasure of his excellency, signified to me under 
his sign-manual, that the said Captain Martin 
Greorge Guise shall be replaced in the command 
of the Lautaro, and (as in justice due) shall be 
deemed innocent of the said charges during the 
suspension of his trial. 
*• July 24th, 1820. (Signed) Cochrane."* 
On the same day his lordship returned the 
commissions to the different officers, with let- 
ters addressed to them, thanking them for their 
personal marks of esteem and support in the 
performance of an unpleasant public duty, and 
assuring them, that he was convinced that theic 
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coDduct had been governed by their zeal fgr th« 
true interests of the public service. 

I consider any comment on these exiraordir 
nary proceedings unnecessary at present, as the 
spirit which dictated them will become too 
visible to be mistaken in the course of theae 
pages. Had Geaeral Sao Martin observed a 
difierent line of conduct to that which marked 
his operations in Peru, when he could not shield 
himself by any specious pretext, importing that 
they were regulated by & superior smthMkfy^ 
that they emanated from a source over vliieh<lfe 
had no direct control, the government of Chiltt 
might have been considered the authors; where-* 
as, they were only the agents of the machinations 
of the general in chief of the expedition, who 
foresaw, that in Lord Cochrane he should have 
a rival, to whose merits South America could 
not be blind : he also knew, that the opinions 
of his lordship in council would not be over- 
awed by those of a superior, be biassed by 
hope or fear, nor be led away by subservien- 
cy : however, his excellency expected to be as 
plicitly obeyed as a Dey of Algiers, and 
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The foUowing announcemeiit appeared in 
the last number of the Censor on the tenth of 
July: 

'^ To-day the staff officers of the liberating 
army leave Santiago for Valparaiso. We 
have authentic advices, that the expedition 
will leave that port for its destination on the 
twenty^sixth of the present month. The pre- 
sence of die supreme director and of the gene* 
ral in chief has given in Valparaiso a moat 
extraordinary impulse to the last preparations. 
At all events, the sun of August will behold 
the expedition on its marbh* Valparaiso is at 
this moment the most interesting point in Ame>- 
fica : it contains as in outline her destiny ; the 
time will arrive in which its name will be the 
register of the most renowned epoch of our 
history. The army anxiously awaits the mo* 
meat to embark on the Pacific, and to present 
a spectacle entirely new, a spectacle which has 
never been seen since the Continent was laved by 
ita waters. Happy are those who shall partake 
of this enterpnze I their lot shall be the envy 
of all those whom the love of glory inspires 
with a passion £ar great designs. Follow me 
in the path of my &nie. Equal my deeds in 
the war.** 



A new difficulty unexpectedly presented 
itself, and which the government at first thought 
heneath their consideration — the want of foreign 
seamen in the vessels of war. The delay on the 
part of the presidency in the fulfilment of their 
contract had weaned this class of individuals 
from the service of the state ; that great stimu- 
lus to exertion, prize-money, had heen and 
was witheld, and despair instead of confidence 
had been so ripened in their breasts, that al- 
though many were unemployed and wandering 
about the streets of Valparaiso, few would 
enter themselves at the rendezvous opened for 
this purpose. The evil began to be most se- 
rious, and the supremacy consulted the admiral 
if coercion ought not to be used ; but this in- 
sinuation met with just opposition from his 
lordship; he expressed to the government his 
total abhorrence of impressment, and stated to 
them, that such a proceeding would also meet 
with the lawful opposition of the senior British 
officer then in the port. Captain Sherriff would 
be compelled by his duty to interfere in the 
protection of British seamen, however interest- 
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Ihe sentiments of Captain Shenifi; he regarded 
as of the first magnitude. 

The day destined for the embarkation of the 
troops approached, still the vessels of war were 
deficient in their complement of seamen, and 
^ose who could not remain ashore preferred ta 
serve in the transports, in which service greater 
pay was offered than in the squadron. General 
San Martin being convinced that the most 
energetic pleasures were necessary to man the 
vessels of war^, subjoined his name to a pro* 
^amation dictated by Lord Cochrane, stating^ 
among other things — ^' on my entry into Limag 
I will punctually pay to all such foreign seamea 
who shall voluntarily enter the service of Chile, 
leaving the port of Valparaiso in the vessels of 
war belonging to the state, the whole arrears of 
their pay, to which I will also add to each indi* 
vidual according to his rank one year's pay over 
and above his arrears, as a premium or reward 
for bis services, if he continue to fulfil his duty 
to the day of the surrender of that city, and its 
occupation by the liberating forces." 

This proclamation, with the subjoined sig- 
nature of Lord Cochrane, as a guarantee for the 
fulfilment of the promise, had the desired ef* 
fBCt, and the crews of the ships were immedi-* 
fttely completed. 
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On the tweutieth of August the ezpeditiaft 
left the port of Valparaiso. The fdlowing' 
account of it was published by order of the 
government : 

" The fortunate day to Chile has at tength 
arrived ; a day on which, by an extraordinary 
effort which almost elevates her above herself, 
she presents to both worlds an example of un-. 
heard of constancy and pure patriotisni. Never 
did any people exert themselves with greater 
energy, nor obtain such rapid progress in the 
brief space which Chile measures of real ani 
gtable emancipation. The liberating expeditiott 
which to-day leaves our port to re-estaWish 
independence, and dttfase civil liberty anxrag 
the oppressed children of the ancient empire o# 
thelncas, will be an imperishable leBtrmony of 
this truth, and a monament as lasting as time 
itself, ID the history of the age of achieve' 
roents. 

" A brief view of the successes which have 
paved the way to this memorable event will 
demonstrate to the most disinterested observer, 
the great and heroic sacrifices that it has cost. 
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fwoeiow war in her own territory, carried 
pn io the dc^n^e of ievolying the whole of the 
eomtry in its calamities. She succumbed 
ior a moment; for iier last resources which 
Atiisome future p^iod might give re-^ction 
tocher social body seemed to fail ; the bowels 
of the country were torn to pieces by the im* 
placable fury of her eoeiaies ; but in the midst 
of^^bese disasters, oppressed with the most 
dkeful.tyramiy, and threatened with universal 
mki, Chilean valour and constancy opeaied the 
piaith to that honour and glory, which in 1B17 
orowtted the army of the Aodes^ the restorer 
a«d preserver of - Chile. The immortal action 
of Cfaacabuco marked the epoch of the aggran* 
disement and prosperity of the republic. 

^' From that time the state and the govern* 
mant conceived the sublime object of advancing 
tofthe very throne of Spanish tyranny, the enor<- 
mous weight of which oppressed Peru. They 
wwe aware that for the subversion of this col- 
kmal power, where, although it trembled, th% 
piinciples of motion still existed, whieh vomited 
hostilities anumg us — it must be sougiit for and 
destroyed in its origin. But ^exhausted of all 
the means that oould animate so arduous an 
enterprise, it was necessaiy that time, andaa 
unexampled decision should overcome these 
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great obstaclei. Soldiers of all classes were 
formed, to constitute a national army. Arms 
and ammunition of all kinds were purchased id 
almost indefinite quantities. Every resource was 
drained, and every eiFort employed to form a 
military depdt, that should excite the attention 
eren of Burope. 

" In tbe mean time our territory was inun- 
dated with the disasters of war, as with a tot^ 
rent. Her adverse fortuae seemed to threaten 
with total ruin our very exiatenoe, titt «« "Vb- 
tained the renowned victory of Mayptf ; 'i^lm 
victory cost us nearly as much blood as the un- 
fortunate result at Cancha-rayada, when we 
lost a treasure in money and implements of 
war, now recovered. That triumph was really 
and truly crowned with all the circumstances of 
a decisive action : but our republic did not reap 
the benefit of our advantageous state. Our re- 
sources were annihilated; the greater part of 
private fortunes was ruined ; the capital was 
oppressed with an immense number of emi- 
grants, who had arrived even from the other 
side of the Biobio, searching for security within 
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the south against the last, but desperate relics 
of our enemies, who were yet invincible under 
the protection of the fortifications of Talcahuano. 
These were the afflicting circumstances that 
pervaded Chile, and which would have made 
many others despair of saving the Patria, espe- 
cially if they were not her children. Notwith- 
standing, to this impromising epoch belongs 
the first intimation of the great enterprize of 
sending an expedition to Peru. We now saw 
the squadron appear, as if it had sprung from 
the waves, rather than as the results of human 
efforts, attending to the absolute nullity of 
means by which we might procure its formation. 
.We were Mrithout the necessary materials, des- 
titute of any relations with foreign states ; we 
had only one port, where by extraordinary efforts 
something might have been effected, and this 
was blockaded ; and lastly, we were in absolute 
want of every thing but boldness and resolution. 
One vessel (the Lautaro) little better than a 
hulk, and manned in a moment by determined 
patriots rather than seamen, hoisted triumph- 
antly the national flag, and obliged our block- 
ading enemies, the national marine of Spain, to 
betake themselves to a shameful flight. A pro- 
digious rapidity of circumstances favourable to 
our navy were the immediate results ; the ene- 
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my wsfl driven from Tsdcahtono ; the i 
fti^te Maria Isabel^ and sereral tnuapoitB 
fronCcdtZt seat to assist in dera^Kboar'aAi 
tKtcrauiiatiDn, were capUred; ia- fine^ ottf 
navy obtained the domimon uf &t kekdnm 
Gaaja^ to Ctiilo^ and dcpriTod ^^niar of 
Valdivia, her noat inipartaat babraEfc'inlfat 
Pacific obetn.1 ' ■'^■' 

"Ohik now contemplatedj not witbMl etrit- 
pdse, the p^ogreasofheir operations; botitwaa 
necessary to advance them witb grcattr eftdMfci- 
vours. for such were recpiired at; dMriMlr itf 
liberty. It was yet necessary to ret^iAt tnHfk^ 
la re-equip the sqwtdroti, and tiipnyeimsll^t 
cpnntitgr of Batcmte^ for the purpneenlfaim- 
in; an «Kpedtf io« that should camywlAttiUli 
necessary resources fot a campaign; <f in dOWN 
rtila^ duintioD. It wtu-alad neceisaEyi M i>Mfl« 
Aha ndebkiBtsens of mine aoarchiBta^ -lirlM^tMWb 
iniquitous than die Gracchi or the OatafiMft, 
opposed obstilclaa ^moel insumwuhtliUv to tM 
goveroment, in the transaction of the public 
business. 

" At last all difficuUies were overcome, the 
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acquisitkm of this, our sacrifices have been of a 
most extraordinary class ; there scarcely exists 
a town, a river^ or a valley in our tenritorj^ 
which has not vibrated with the report of cannon^ 
or been the witness of some obstinate encoutt* 
ters ; but according to the opposition and defor- 
mity of the confiictSy the civic vsurtues of out 
citizens have shone with greaMt brightness. 
The most eom promised personalTservices, dona- 
tions, and erogations from all classes have been 
so repeated, and so heroic, that it is impossible 
to transfer to paper the expression of their jait 
taloe ; time will do that justice to us which is 
due to such marked and indelible actions of the 
most ardent patriotism. Our government would 
not have acted gratefully to its fellow-citizens^ 
had it not proclaimed and published them to all 
freemen ; because to such efforts the realization 
of the liberating expedition, whose descriptioQ 
we have proposed to give, is due. 

" After twelve or fifteen days had been em* 
ployed in embarking the necessary depdt of 
articles for the immediate service of the expedi* 
tion, it was announced in the general orders of 
the thirteenth inst., that the different corps of 
the army, including the troops of the Andes and 
those of C\^, should begin to move from their 
encimipmeilt at Quillota, and embark on the 
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eighteenth, as followB : — At . eight, t^, . and 
twelve, a. m. ; and two and four, p. m., ^6 
regiments No. 7, 11, 5, and 4 of infantry, aiwt 
the mounted casadores : oo the nioeteeDtfi ,M 
eight, ten, twelve, a. tn. the artillery, roguBeat 
No. 6, of infantry, and the mounted grentdmi»'; 
the companies No. 6, of io^try, sqnadrpD 
No. 2, of dragoons, the companies of sapper^ 
the workmen and implements ; the . part ., ot 
the beach between the castle San Jose and this 
arsenal was chosen for this purposoi-as beia^ 
the most convenient -- < 

"The spectacle preseDted by the different 
bodies in the progressive order of their march 
was as interesting and imposing as was the en- 
thusiasm and joy of all concerned : the specta- 
cle was sublime, and every individual from tbe 
general in chief to the lowest of the soldiers 
seemed to rejoice. They had scarcely left the 
land of their birth, and which had been a grate- 
ful witness to their victories, when the sponta- 
neous and simultaneous shout was beard, "Viva 
la Patria ! " " Viva la Libertad ! " was re-echoed 
by the spectators, and produced a most interest- 
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flag of the republic was displayed: it was 
saluted by every battery and every vessel of 
war with twenty-one guns. At this time the 
Captain-general Don Jose de San Martin visited 
the vessels of war and transports, enlivening 
the jubilee of his brave soldiers. 

"To-day, the twentieth, the expedition 
weighed,and left the port in the following orden 
the flag ship, O'Higgins, with the hero of Val- 
divia on board, the commander in chief of the 
squadron, the Right Honourable Lord Coch* 
rane (whose illustjious talents promise the most 
flattering results, as well with respect to the 
expedition, as the future glory of our navy) 
led the vanguard, with two other vessels of 
war. Then followed, in column, the trans- 
ports, flanked by three other vessels of war : 
the rear was closed by eleven gun-boats, fol- 
lowing the Independencia and San Martin, 
bearing the general in chief and his staff. 

'' These are the happy effects which order, 
constancy, and valour have achieved ; their pro- 
gress in a great measure is owing to the exist-^ 
ence of the squadron : its establishment, in- 
crease, and superiority over that of Lima is 
the result of firmness and boldness : Chile has 
the glory of owing this to herself, and may call 
it the child of her sacrifices, her resolution, and 
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her valour. The time will come wben America 
■will offer to Cbile demonstrations of her ac- 
knowledgmeDt, and pay to her tlie homage 
which is due : this they will do in return for 
her laudable and meritorious services, because 
they, more directly than any others, have been 
serviceable to the common welfare of the Con- 
tinent. And should the fates be adverse, even 
in despite of every probability, should the pre- 
cious expectations of tliis formidable expedition 
be disappointed, neither calumny, nor -envy, nor 
tXl the vicissitudes of time will bewiJiftieai'to 
wrench from us the glory of having realized the 
most liberal project which the history of infant 
states can present. (Signed) Zenteno, Minister 
of war and marine. " 

The supreme director of Chile, O'Higgins, 
addressed the following proclamation to the 
liberating army, at the moment of sailing from 
Valparaiso : 

" Soldiers, — 1 have repeatedly witnessed 
your courage, and know full well what may be 
expected from you in the most important cam- 
paign of the revolution. The general who 
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" SoUkri of the Andes! you gftve liberty t^ 
Chile ; go DOW to Per*, and etxtol youvnutae^ 
wfCh die blood of its oppressors ! 

•^ Gtiilesms ! your intrepidity, with tllat of 
the' shiifiliary troops, saved the Republic a se-^ 
doiid titxiie/ in tUe action of thefiidh of April; 
^onitiytnt career of glolry, and dbserve the' 
gratitudie of the inhabitants of Perti, as you 
hwt even'that of your patriae 

" Expedilionai*y Atiiiy ! march to victory ; 
go and close the calamitfe!^ of warfkre^ and seftf 
the fate of rising generati6ni9 — ^fhese are the 
wishes and the hopes of your frieiid arid com- 
rade; (Signed) OTIiggins.** 

The number of troops destined to the liber- 
ation of Pferii wis four thousand sev^n hundred ; 
fifteen thousand stand of arms were embarked 
for the purpose of raising troops in Peru, and 
the whole Equipment wa^ highly honourable to 
Chile, and truly the fruit of the most patriotic 
sacrifioes. Chile, ten years before ihi^^ njemo- 
rable epoch, was considered as little mord thair 
a province dependent on Peru, jBtnd supported 
by the sale of her productions in the markets of 
this country ; her inhabitants were looked upon 
as ignorant boors, and the term huaco, the 
epithet given in Chile to the farmers and peo- 
ple who resided in the country, was synonymous 
VOL. irr. 2 n 
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ia Peru, with loon, or booby ; but the nneere 
patriotism, the steady and unremitting effi»tR> 
and the undaunted valour of theae people, tvL- 
umphed after having resisted the teffitfta of 
the Spanish expeditions, sent bothr^MmtjBnx 
and the mother country. Having .-ajtooggled 
under, and thrown ^fftl^yoVe ol opfx^noa 
at home, they prepared a new oflfenng at ii» 
altar of liberty, and united their penwns «m1 
fortunes to make Peru a partaker of that g^ 
nous state of freedom and independeac^whieh 
at the point of the bayonet they .had won tot 
tiiemselves and their descendants. 

The naval force under the commaQCl (itttalA 
Cochrane, consisted of — 

The frigate O'Hig'jriiu, flag ship, of ia gutiB. 

Ssn Martin C4 

Lautaro n 

^ ^ Indepeodendt se 

brig Galvarioo is 

Araucano 16 

Pueyrredon It 

These had on board 1600 individuals, 624 
of whom were foreign officers and seamen, 
chiefly Enghsb. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

flhioftfli of CHiggins, 8ui Martin, Lord Cochrane, Las Heras, and Mootoa^ 

gudo Sailing of the Expedition, and arrival at Pisoo Deberkatioa 

Occ ur i en cea at Rsoo Cotood Areoalea, with a division of the Am^, 

■Mvcbat to Axica...M^TnMp8 embark and proceed to Ancon News of th« 

Revolution of Goayaquil Ci^nre of the Spanish Frigate Esmeralda. 

Amy goes down to Huarho Head Quarters at Huanra. 

f^£w things are more irksome, or perhaps 
none more' difficult, than to pourtray living 
characters, especially those of great men. 
Misapprehension, flattery, or odium, generally 
constitute the chiara obscura of the painting ; 
however, as this task has at this period of my 
narrative become indispensable, I shall endea- 
vour to fulfil it Mrith impartiality, hoping that 
at its conclusion my readers will confess that 
the colours have not been carelessly selected; 
nor in any way misapplied. 

Don Bernardo O'Higgins, the supreme direc- 
tor of Chile, possesses a considerable share of 
real courage ; is resolute in executing a deter- 
mination, but tardy in forming it; diffident of 
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his own abilities, he is willing to take advice 
from any one, but always incliaed to consider 
the lat't as the best. Thus, without forming his 
plans on the judicious analysis of the counsels 
offered, by eschewing the good, and rejecting 
the evil, he has often been led into difficulties 
in his political administration. These waverings 
were highly injurious to the furtherance of 
<%iIeaD prosperity, 'vv'lneh wtts, no dmA^ #M 
iflol of his soul; an4 UMs a&m& want pf -4eter- 
miofttion often produced ev^s <^ce tew f^asMt 
in the military department^ f{^ jfne^^' Us 
country was doubtless sincere, and perhaps his 
earnest desire to be always right sometimes led 
him into errors; but in this case it is more just 
to jydge of the motive, or the cause, than of 
the action, or the effect. The establishment of 
the senada considta was in itself a virtuous mea- 
sure ; but the expectation of finding five indivir 
duals who should see the good of the country, 
and the advancement of its true interests, ' 
through the same medium as himself, was one 
of the virtuous mistakes of O'Higgins, which 
placed him under the control of his own crea- 
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4nlly;aixiiable. He wits kind and condescendii^ ^ 
apparenUy more at home at his evening tertuiia« 
than when under the canopy of the Supreme 
Directorship. In the whole of bis conduct it 
might be truly said, that 

*' E'n his vices lean'd to Tiitae's side.*' 

r 

Being the son of an Irishman, Pon Ambrose 
Uiggins, who died in the high sitpation of Vice- 
roy of Peru, he was passionately fond of th^ 
countrymen of his father, and I believe an Irish- 
man was never deceived in his expectations of 
support and protection in O'Higgins. In shorty 
the character which a Chilean gave to me coor 
veys a very accurate summary of his genera^ 
outline. '' There is too much wax, and too little 
steel in his composition ; however, there aie 
few better, and many worse men than Djoi| 
Bernardo." 

The character of General San Martin w}!) 
be best drawn from the conduct which he Im^ 
observed. He was first known while in a mili- 
tary capacity in Spain, where he served as 
Edecan de Policia to General Jordan, with tl^ 
rank of Captain. At this time a majority be- 
came vacant, which he solicited of General 
Castanos, but meeting with a refusal, he abaa*- 
doned Spaip and her cause^ came over to Eng- 
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land, where he took shipping and proceeded to 
Buenos Ayres in 1811. He there received the 
command of a division of the patriot troops, 
and defeated a party of 500 of the enemy at San 
Loreozo. He was afterwards appointed com- 
mander in chief of the army of Buenos Ayres, 
in Upper Peru, where nothing transpired to 
render an account of his command of any im- 
portance. When superseded, he went to Men- 
doza, and there met O'Higgins and the Chilean 
refugees ; a plan for the restoration of Chiie 
was formed, San Martin took the command of 
the army. The success of the patriots at 
Chacabuco and Maypu has already been re- 
lated, from which time nothing of importance 
occurred till 1820, when he was appointed by 
the Chilean government general in chief of the 
forces sent to Peru, called the " liberating ex- 
pedition." I shall abstain from making any 
comments on the character of General San Mar- 
tin, leaving my readers to form their own 
opinions concerning him, founded on the facts 
which 1 shall present, authenticated by the 
circumstances as they arose. 
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being the only captain in the British navy, who 
enjoyed^ this distinguished badge of national 
glory. In the new world, when his services 
were not needed in the old, his, career of glory 
has been as brilliant as his most important ser- 
vices were necessary ; and I do not hesitate in 
asserting, that but for Ins assiduity and unre- 
mitting attention, his military knowledge, and 
determined valour, the western shores of Ame- 
rica would have still been in the possession of 
Spain; her fleet would have now commanded 
the Pacific, and ^'British Commerce" would 
have been e;scluded from the extensive market 
which it enjoys. Chile, Peru, and Colum* 
bia have repeatedly expressed their gratitude, 
thQiJbigh sense they entertain, and the just ap- 
preciation which they hold of the merits of this 
hero ; this supporter of their rights ; this de- 
fender of their liberty — and if the name of Coch- 
rane can ever be forgotten in the old world, or 
his services not duly requited, it will be found 
enrolled in the imperishable archives of the new, 
enshrined in the gratitude of the present and 
future generations. '' Lord Cochrane is such a 
miracle of nautical skill and courage ; his cause 
of banishment from his country is so lamentable 
— his adventures have been so romantic — and 
his achievements so splendid, that no English- 
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man can read them without pride, that such 
things have been done by his countryman ; and 
without solemn concern that such talents and 
genius sbould be lost to the land that gave them 
bjrtli.'** 

Don Juan Gregorio de las Heras, Major- 
general, and second in comraand ofthearmy, 
had established his character as a soldier and a 
commander, by his boldness and intrepidity at 
Talcahuano, in 18l7. This general merited the 
applause of every one, and his conduct in Pern 
endeared him to every soldier, and every lover 
of the cause in which he fought; — there can 
be no doubt that had he been the commander in 
chief, those torrents of blood which have been 
shed in Peru since J 820, would most certainly 
have been spared. In his actions Las Heras waa 
mild, affable, and unassuming, and in his man- 
ners he was a perfect gentleman. In his gene- 
ral character he was sincere and candid ; uniting 
always such qualities as made him beloved by 
his friends, and feared by his enemies ; in fine 
he is an ornament to society, and an honour to 
his birth-place, Buenos Ayres, where his patri- 
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Don Bernardo Monteagudo was one of tho(M 
individuals who too often appear on the stage 
in revolutionary times, who *' without feeling' 
mock at all who feel.'* He is a native of Upper 
Peru, of the lowest rank in society, of spurious 
offspring, and African genealogy; he applied 
himself to the study of the law, and his mind id 
composed of the yery worst materials which 
characterize the sullen zambo ; his imagination 
is active and aspiring, like that of the mulatto, 
a composition \<rhich is formed to fulfil the Spa«^ 
nish adage, "tirar td piedrCy y esconder la manoi 
throw the stone, and hide the hand/' He had 
been repeatedly employed by his master Sav 
Martin to gild over, under the forms of law, 
such proceedings as even he, with a blushless 
cheek was ashamed to avow. The murder of the 
two Carreras at Mendosa, and that of the Spa- 
nish officers confined at San Luis, are examples 
<^ what one monster can execute, and another 
defend. His subsequent conduct in Peru wiH 
better serve to define his true character than 
what I dare even venture to attempt — ^for fear 
it should be supposed that prejudice has acted 
as a stimulus. 

The talents and literature of Monteagudo have 
been held up as possessing considerable perfect 
tion ; but it was justly said by Un Limeno* iqi 

• Dr. DooJoMCiOMiojSdMMry Peninn Charge d'ASain in Chilt. 
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hu Akance al Postilion^ prioted at Ssotiig^ ' 
Septeml>er 5th, 1822, " ttiat hi* pmcLuctitiM 
were impeitiinnt comparisons, foraMct^.bcr 
numbtd and niMiotODOUS nfSwapApetipu%gm$k&m 
The expedition having left Valp«fawo»tx«M 
O'Hig^Ds entered the bay of Coqtiaib(», i 
the AtmacBnoand a trancport had beea * 
entbark abne troops ; thesa joined the nsti wA 
we proceeded to ottr reodeavous, Pisooi mid 
^tered the bay on the seye&th of Septeinfap** 
Ob the eighth the troops begAt to di«omh»A> 
but such was the prudence of General ^Mo^^Mm^ 
tin, that they were not tllowed to piKle«tti4»- 
wards the town of PisCo, until ^o«i<t tIttW 
thotlsaad were ttnded.; these adruic«4 «bDW 
BiBfh, ibrmed in thtee scdid square*^ i»der tho 
commaad of Major-general las Heras, while 
San Martin ran down the coast of the bay, in 
the schooner MoQtezuma, to observe the opera- 
tiona of the enemy, which was composed of 
forty regulars, and two hundred militia, com- 
manded by the Count of Monte-mar. This 
extraordinary prudence gave the inhabitants of 
Pisco time to retire, which they did, and look 
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tmnts, and the loss of provisions, to his cfmi 
tardy movements, but to the inimical feelings 
of the Peruvians, was very much chagrined, 
and stated it as his belief, that he had been de- 
ceived with respect to the accounts he had 
received from different parts of P^u ; and, in 
hctf he began to doubt of the success of the 
expedition. What a contrast was this to 
the landing of the gallant Lieutenant-colonel 
Charles, about a year before; who, with less 
than one-tenth of San Martin's troops, disem- 
barked, and in three hours possessed himself 
of the battery and town of Pisco. But this wras 
considered an imprudent act, and a want of 
generalship : and so it was, if the greatest skill 
consists in avoiding danger, and in sparing both 
friends and enemies for a more convenient ocoa- 
«on, to which may be added, that Charles lost 
his life. 

On the day on which the expedition arrived 
at PiscO) the constitution^ government bad 
been restored in Lima, and the Viceroy was at 
the theatre when he received the first news : 
he immediately retired, after having heard the 
old Spanish adage frequently repeated, ** a cada 
cochino gardo^ k lUga su San Martin — for every 
iiit hog, San Martin, will arrive ; " alluding to the 
fehrs held in Spain on the day of Saint Martih 
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the country. Such being the respective baste 
<m which the conciliating deputies were ordered 
to insist, the conference ended on the fourth ojf 
October, and on the fifth hostilities again coni<- 
menced* 

On the arrival of the expedition at Pisco^ 
several proclamations were issued : that of the 
supreme director of Chile contained the follow- 
ing paragraph: 

'' Peruvians,^— behold the pact and condi^ 
tions on which Chile, in the face of the Supreow 
Being, and calling on all the nations of the 
earth as witnesses and revengers of a violation, 
fiEices fatigues and death to save you. You 
shall be free and independent ; you shall con* 
stitnte your own laws by the unbiassed and 
spontaneous will of your representatives ; bo 
military nor civil influence, either direct or in- 
direct, shall be exercised by your brethren in 
your social dispositions ; you shall discharge the 
armed force sent to protect you at the moment 
you choose, without any attention to your 
danger or security, should you think fit; no mili- 
tary force shall ever occupy a free town, unless it 
be called in by a legitimate magistracy ; neither 
by us nor through our assistance shall any penin- 
milar or party feelings, that may have preceded 
your liberty, be punished : ready to destroy the 



ATcned £)roe whiofareeisU your righted -VttpM^ 
you to &]^t> on the day of yoof ; j^ni^ alt 
past iprieTBQoes, and ta raaervet tJheiiiiaoA 
aevere justice for futurs obstioate msnlti.? : >Jr.o 
Oq the thirteeuth of October, San.' JillliB 
iwued the biWovria^ paragmph frooblharfimyr 

{trpBS,: ■ :u, ■ , ....-; ./ .:-■..■- .j..-.-.-vq i«»Wcw- 

V,: ■rl'eo^lftQf :r«r«.:nT4 M«e4mi4itii«lnli(tf» 
which, as a public man, I owe to iti^et Pfwwinf trf 
Others: I .have ehenm v^b»t is, my «b|^6M and 
my. mission towards yon ; -i it iCftntoita/fidii JJtf 
«tpectatious of al) tttwewho ^h liPtM|Bt>A 
the country that gave them birth, and who der 
aire to be governed by their own laws. On 
that day when Peru shall freely pronounce as 
to the form of her institutions, be they whatever 
they may, my functions shall cease, and I shall 
have the glory of announcing to the government 
of Chile, of which I am a subject, that their 
heroic efforts have at last received the consola- 
tion of having given liberty to Peru, and sor 
curity to the neighbouring states." 

The sequel will shew how these solemn 
promises were forgotten ; and how the dreadful 
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On the fifth of October, hostilities having iw 
eommenoedr Colonel Arenales, with a divisioit 
of t^eWe hundred men and two pieces of artii^ 
lery, Jeft Pisco for lea, where he arrited on the 
stzdl, and was received by the corporation and 
mhabitants of the city with the strongest markij 
of the most sincere enthusiasm in the cause of 
liberty. Colonel Quimper and the Count de 
Monte^mar, with a force of eight hundred men, 
fled from lea, but two cotnpanies of infantry, 
with theb officers, returned and joined Areiraleiv; 
Part of the division under Arenales wn,s sent toi 
La Nasca on the twelfth^ where they entered, 
and completely routed the enemy. Quimpee 
and Monte^mar made their escape, owing to 
tiie fleetness of their horses^; but all the ba^^ 
gi^ consisting of arms, amtnuMtion, and equi-' 
page, was taken, together with six officers an& 
eighty privates^ 

On the fifteentl^ about a hundred mulei^ 
laden with stores belonging to the enemy weie 
Also captured ; and Arenales having established 
an independent government. at lea, proceeded 
on his rcmsbt towards Guamangal 

The troops of the. expeditidn were distri* 
butefd oil the different estates in th^ neighbour- 
hood of Pisco, Cbioeha, and Cimeter which 
either belonged to Spaniards, or Americans who 
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had proved themselves iDimical to the object of 
the hberating forces, particularly on those be- 
longing to the Count of Monte-mar. All slaves 
capable of bearing arms, and willing to serve in 
the army of San Martin, were declared free; 
however, the number that presented themselves 
did not accord with the sanguine expectations 
of the chief, and his uneasiness at what he 
considered lukewarmness in general in the sa- 
cred cause began to produce impatience bor- 
dering on despair. He informed Lord CochraDe 
that be should remove bis head quarters to 
TruxiUo ; but his . Lorddiip fortHoately adiiowt 
him to desist from a plan which woalAmidoi^itr- 
cdljatonce ^»t« nined «U Us kapatw o ^Tiiisr 
iUo being at the distance of a hundred l^^pimi 
to the northward of Lima, it would have been 
almost impossible for his troops to have march- 
ed across a country such as I have already 
described without experiencing the greatest 
privations ; and for want of the necessary stores 
they could not possibly have returned by sea; 
besides, the division under the command of 
Arenales would have been abandoned to its fate. 
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the sea-port ofHuanchaco ; howetrer it was de« 
termiaed to remove the head quarters to the 
north of Lima, and on the twenty-second the 
troops began to embark. 

On the twenty-sixth, the whole of the liber- 
ating expedition left the bay of Pisco, and on 
the twenty^ninth it arrived off Callao, where the 
vessels anchored under the island of San Lo- 
renzo, presenting at once to Lima a view of 
the forces sent to free the metropolis of South 
America from the chains of colonial thraldom. 
On the thirtieth, the transports, under convoy 
of the San Martin, dropped down to the bay 
of Ancon ; the O'Higgins, Lautaro, Independen- 
^a, and brig Araucano, still remaining in the 
bay of Callao. 

On the third of November, his Lordship as- 
tonished the inhabitants of Callao, by sailing 
through the narrow passage that lies between 
the island of San Lorenzo and the main, called 
the Boqueron. Never had the Spaniards known 
a vessel of more than fifty tons attempt what 
they now saw done with a fifty gun frigate. 
Expecting every moment to see us founder, the 
enemy had manned their gunboats, and formed 
themselves in a line rei(dy to attack us the in « 
stant they should observe us strike ; to witness 
which, the batteries were crowned with specta- 

VOL. III. 2 p 
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tow; but to their utter aRtomshment we ] 
the straight, leaving them to rununate on the 
nautical tactics of the Admiral of the CbileMfc 
squadron. 

Having pEtased the Boqueron, a riiip and a 
schooner hove in sight; the ship piDved to b«. 
English, the schooner to be the Akance. Cram 
Guayaquil, brin^ug the news of the levolntioa 
and declaration of independence of that city and 
province, and having on board the ex-governor 
and other Spanish authorities. Guayaquil fbl- 
loved the example of the other South American 
cities in the manner in which she threw off ths 
colonial yoke ; the Spanish mandataries wen 
deposed, and a new government eatabliahed on 
the ninth of October, without any bloodshed, or. 
even insults offered to the individuab deposed. 

The adventurous spirit of Lord Cochrane 
immediately formed the prefect of performing 
the most gallant achievement that has honoored 
the exertions of the patriot arms in the new 
world. The two Spanish frigates I^efaa and 
Vengansa had left the coast of Peru, and tb». 
only vessel of respectable force left at Callao 
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the forts and batteries on shore, and a floating 
boom surrounding all the vessels, open only on 
the north side, lying close to the shore of Boca- 
negra. His lordship determined on cutting out 
the frigate, the brigs and schooners, and as 
many of the boats and merchantmen as might 
be possible. This daring enterprize was to be 
executed by volunteers alone; but when the 
act was proposed on the third of November to 
the crews of the different vessels, the whole of 
them wished to share in the glory of the under- 
taking. On this account it became necessary to 
issue the following proclamation, which was 
received with that enthusiasm which the voice 
of a hero causes, when he speaks to those who 
know his character : 

'' Soldiers and sailors, — To-night we will 
give a mortal blow to the enemy; to-morrow 
you will present yourselves before Callao, and 
all your companions will look on you with envy. 
One hour of courage and resolution is all that is 
necessary to triumph ; remember that you are 
the victors of Valdivia, and fear not those who 
have always fled before you. 

'^ The value of all the vessels taken out of 
Callao shall be yours ; and, moreover, the same 
sum of money offered by the government of 
Lima to the captors of any vessel of the Chilean 
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squadron, sball be distributed among yo«. 
The nuHneot of glory is at baud. I hope, Chi- 
leans, you wlU behave as you have hitherto 
done ; and Uiat the Englishmen will act aa thay 
are accustomed to do both at home andafanMu)* 
Noy. 4lh, 1820. Cochrane." 

On the fourth of MoTember. fourteen boats 
belonging to the Chilean vessels of war vera 
manned, and left the ships, filled with Tohmteers, 
at half past ten o'clock at night ; but this was 
only intended by his lordship to exercise the 
men. On the fifth, being the day determined 
on by the admiral for the gallant enterprize, the 
signalman of the flag-ship was sent to the a^nal 
staff erected on the ishind of San Lorenzo, when 
he hoisted two or three flags, and was answered 
by the O'Higgins ; the Lautaro, Independencia* 
and Araucano immediately we^^ed anchtv, and 
stood out of the bay, leaving oo board :tfae 
O'Higgins the boats and volanteen- This nice 
de guertv completely succeeded, and the Spa- 
niards were persuaded that they had nothing 
to fear that night, for they supposed that aoBoe 
strange sail had appeared in the o&igr andthat * 
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boom the United States frigate Macedonia, 
and the English frigate Hyperion, we're at an- 
chor ; and, as we passed the former, after being 
hailed by the sentry at the gangway, who was 
immediately hushed by the oflScer on deck, 
many of her oflScers hung over the bulwarks, 
cheered us in whispers, wishing us success, 
and wishing also that they themselves could 
join us. Not so the Hyperion ; although not so 
near to her, the sentries continued to hail the 
boats till we had passed. 

The boats containing two hundred and foMy 
volunteers proceeded in two divisions; the 
first under the command of Captain Crosbie, of 
the flag ship, the second, of Captain Guise of the 
Lautaro, both under the immediate direction of 
his lordship. At midnight we passed the boom ; 
Lord Cochrane being in the first boat, was hailed 
from a gun boat, but, without answering, he 
rowed alongside her, and standitvg up, said to 
the officer, '' silence ! or death ; another word aad 
111 put you every one to the sword !"* Without 
waiting a reply, a few strokes of the oara 
brought the boats alongside the Eetneralda, 
when his Lordship sprang up the gangway and 
shot the sentry ; the one at the opposite gang'- 
way levelled his miisket and fired ; his lordship 
returned the* fire, and killed him, when turning 



round to the boats he exclaimed^ " up my ladit 
she's ours 1" The soldiers and sailors now 
boarded her in every direction, and possession 
of the quarter deck was immediately taken. 
The Spaniards flew to the forecastle* where they 
deftHided themselves, and kept up a continued 
fire of musquetry for seventeen minutes, whea 
they were driven below, and obliged to aurxen- 
der. We had scarcely obtained possession of 
the quarter deck, when a gunboat close astern 
of the frigate fired a shot into her ; the shot 
tore up the deck under the feet of Captain 
Coig, the commander of the Esmeralda, and 
wounded him severely ; it also killed two En|^ 
lish sailors, and one native; but the officer and 
crew of the boat immediately abandoned her. 

The frigate was in an excellent state of de- 
fence, and her crew under good discipline ;, the 
men were all sleeping 9t their guns, and the 
guard of marines oa the quarter deck ; and so 
prompt were the latter, when his Iwdyhip 
jumped up the gangway, that they appmred as 
if they had been ordered out to receive him; 
indeed had not the boats under the command of 
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ship at this time received a shot throiigh the 
thigh, but, until the ship was ours, he paid no 
attention to the wound, except binding a hand* 
kerchief round it ; after which he stood on one 
of the guns of the quarter deck, and laid his leg 
on the hammock netting, where he remained 
till three o'clock in the morning, and then went 
on board the O'Higgins to have it dressed by 
the surgeon. 

The following order was issued by the ad- 
miral to the captains on the first of November, 
1830 : 

'^ The boats will proceed, towing the launch- 
es in two lines parallel to each other, which 
lines are to be at the distance of three boats' 
length asunder. 

'' The second line will be under the charge 
of Captain Guise, the first under that of Cap- 
tain Crosbie. Each boat will be under the 
charge of a commissioned officer so far as cir--. 
cumstances permit, and the whole under the 
immediate command of the admiral. 

'' The officers and men are all to be dressed 
in white jackets, frocks, or shirts, and are to be 
armed with pistols, sabres, knives, tomahawks^ 
or pikes. 

** Two boat-keepers are to be appointed ta 
each boat, who, on no pretence whatever, shall 
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the headmost bulks ; but these are not to be cut 
adrift so as to fall down upon the rest. 

" The watchword, or parole, and counter- 
sign, should the white dress not be sufficient in 
the dark, are * Gloria,' to be answered by * Vio 
4oriaf (Signed) Cochrane." 

» It was the intention of Lord Cochrane to 
dear the bay, according to the instructions 
given ; but being wounded, and the resistance 
made by the Spaniards on board proving much 
greater than was expected. Captain Guise or- 
4ered the cable to be cut ; which being done, 
the frigate began to drift from her anchorage. 
The batteries were pretty active during the en- 
gagement, and when the Hyperion and Mace- 
donia sheeted home their topsails and began to 
move out of the way of the shot, the firing in- 
creased. These ships shewed two lights, one 

• 

at the mizen peak, the other at the jib boom, as 
distinguishing signals, which being observed by 
Lord Cochrane, he immediately ordered the 
same to be shewn on board the Esmeralda: 
thus she was brought out of the anchorage with 
less damage than either of the other two sus- 
tained. Indeed, excepting the shot from the gun 
boat, the Esmeralda sustained none whatever. 
^ From the lists that were found on board the 
prize it appeared, that she had 'three hundred 
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and twenty persons on board, besides some vi- 
sitors, who, from what bad been observed, ima- 
gined that nothing uncommon wouJd take place 
that day. On the following, when the prisoners 
were mustered, their numbers only amounted 
to one hundred and seven ty- three ; thus their 
k)ss was one hundred and fifty-seven, besides 
several wounded, who at nine o'clock on the 
sixth were sent ashore withaflag of truce. Our 
loss amounted to eleven killed, and twenty-eight 
wounded. His lordship immediately proposed 
to the Viceroy an exchange of prisoners ; which 
being acceded to, ours were immediately sent 
ashore, and those from the dung^ns of Casas* 
matas were ordered to join the army under 
San Martin. The loss of the Esmeralda was a 
death blow to the Spanish naval force in the 
Pacific, and created a most extraordinary effect 
in Lima; the natives looked congratulations to 
«ach other, but dared not to speak, while the 
Spaniards indulged themselves with every kind 
of useless vocileration. To such a degree of 
frenzy were they wrought up in Cailao, that 
on the sixth, when the market boat belonging 
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Of this achievement of Lord Cochrane, Cap- 
tain Hall says, ^* the skill and gallantry dis^ 
played by Lord Cochrane, both in planning and 
conducting this astonishing enterprise, are so 
peculiarly his own, and so much in character 
with the great deeds of his early life, &c." 

Captain Downes, of the Macedonia, in a 
letter to General San Martin^ says, *' I do most 
sincerely congratulate Lord Cochrane upon tb^ 
capture of the Esmeralda ; the eiqifloit was exe* 
cuted in a gallant stile never surpassed.'* 

The bulletin of tjie army presented, in the 
report of the capture of the Spanish frigate, a 
specimen of the jealous feelings of the general 
in chie£ The first statement is, '< before the 
general in chief left the vice-admiral of the 
squadron, they agreed on the execution of a 
memorable project, sufficient to astound intre- 
pidity itself, and of itself to make the history of 
the liberating expedition of Peru eternal.'* — 
Again : ** those valiant soldiers who for a 
length of time have suffered with the most 
heroic constancy the hardest oppression, and 
the most inhuman treatment in the dungeons o^ 
Casas-matas, have just arrived at our head 
quarters. Flattering promises of liberty and 
the threats of death were not sufficient to des- 
troy their loyalty to their country ; they > ive 
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waited with firmness the day on which their 
companions in arms should rescue Ihem from 
their misery, and revenge the insults which hu- 
manity has received in their persons. This 
glory was reserved to the liberating army, 
whose efforts have snatched from the hands of 
tyranny these respectable victims. Let this be 
published for the satisfaction of these indivi- 
duals and that of the army, to whose arms they 
owe their liberty. (Signed) San Martin." 

Were the character of Lord Cochrane not 
known in the world, it might be believed that 
the plan and execution of this action were the 
offspring of the wisdom of San Martin; but 
how the liberty of the prisoners of war confined 
in Callao could be owing to the efforts of the army 
is quite paradoxical. Indeed the first assertion 
is as void of truth as the second, and it would 
be as easy proved to be so, vere it necessary. 

The only way to praise the hero of this en- 
terprize is to leave here a blank : all those who 
contemplate this achievement must pay the tri- 
bute due to the friend of rational liberty, the ad- 
vocate of South American emancipation, the 
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where the troops immediately began to disem-^ 
barky and head quarters were established at 
Huaura on the twelfth. 

At Ancon General San Martin distributed 
several proclamations. In one addressed to the 
Spaniards residing in Peru, he says ** Spaniards, 
your destiny is in your own hands ; I come not 
to declare war against the fortunes and persons 
of individuals ; the enemy of the liberty and in-i 
dependence of America alone is the object of the 
vengeance of the arms of the p atria. — I promise 
you in the most positive manner, that your pro- 
perty and persons- shall be inviolable ; and that 
you shall be treated as respectable citizens, if 
you co-operate in the great cause." To the 
Spanish soldier who wishes to abandon his 
arms, he promises a '' safe and commodious pas- 
sage to Europe should he request it," or wishing 
to remain as a soldier, or as a private citizen, 
''the same enjoyments and securities as the de- 
fenders of the country.** 

Similar promises were repeated at Huacho 
by a decree. " I. The goods and property of all 
Spaniards, excepting those who have publicly 
endeavoured to prolong the evils of the war by 
their seditious writings, shall be under the pro- 
tection of the liberating army of Peru, in the 
same manner as the property of Americans. 



IL Those Spaniards who after we have taken, 
possession of Lima (if the fortuae of war favour 
us) s\:3.l\ solicit letters of citizenship, shall re- 
ceive them, and shall be declared citizens of the 
state .)f Peru." 

Had not General San Martin compromised 
himself in this solemn manner, his subsequent 
conduct in Lima could only have been called 
arbitrary ; but when acting in direct violation of 
such public assurances, it is not harsh to call it 
dishonourable and unjust. 



SOUTH AMERICA. 303 



CHAPTER X. 



SattafioB of Nnntnda joins the Liberitiiifi^ Amy......... Victory at PiMO by 

Araaafes— ••.RoatA of Aranales from loa. Courts Martial held in tha 

Squadron on Officers Conduct of General San Martin Viearay 

Pesoek deposed Expedition to Pisco ToArioa. Action at 

MlrabO) nnder Lieutenant-Colonel Miller Description of Arica •• 

Of Tacna Of IIo Amustice celebrated by Generals San Martfti 

and La Soma. Prorogation of. Lord Cochnne leases MoUendoi and 

arrives at CaUaob 



On^ the third of December the battalion of 
Numancia^ being six hundred and fifty strong, 
left the service of the Viceroy of Lima, and 
passed over to that of the Patria, joining a 
detachment of the liberating army, sent to meet 
them at ~ Retes in the valley of Ghancay. This 
corps, which was entirely composed of Colom- 
bians, had retained the name of a regiment sent 
from Spain under Greneral Morillo, and was con- 
sidered the stay of the viceregal authority in 
Peru, A private correspondence had been held 
between San Martin and the officers of this bat- 
talion, and promises made to them by San Mar- 
tin, which, like many if not all similar ones 
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made by this great man, were never fulfilled. 
The loss of so important a part of the Spanish 
army was a severe blow to Pesuela and the 
Spaniards in Lima, and a great addition to the 
physical strength of the liberating army. The 
arrival of officers and private individuals from 
Lima increased daily ; on the eighth, thirty-six 
officers, and a greater number of persons of 
respectability in Lima, arrived at Chancay, and 
joined the patriot forces. 

On the eleventh, the news of the victory at 
Pasco, obtained by Colonel Arenales OTer Ge- 
neral O'Reilly and a division of the royal army of 
twelve hundred men, arrived at Huaura. After 
the action at lea on the sixth of October, Asen- 
ales marched with his division into the intexiu't 
and on the thirty-first he entered the city of 
Huamanga; but the Spanish authorities had 
fled, carrying with them the public fanda. The 
inhabitants of Huamanga welcomed the arrival 
of the patriot forces, and voluntarily deelared 
their independence of Spain and her maDdata- 
ries. On the sixth the division left the city, 
and continued their march towards the district 
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eight killed and twenty*one prisoners, induding 
four officers* On the twenty-second a division 
advanced on the city of Tarma, and entered it 
on the twenty-third. Tanna immediately pro- 
claimed itself independent of Spain. On the 
sixth of December the action was fought at 
Pasco; the loss of the enemy consisted in 
fifty-eig^t killed in the field of battle, nineteen 
wounded^ three hundred and forty-three prison- 
ers» including twenty-eight officers, two pieces 
of artillery, three hundred and sixty muskets, 
flags, ammunition, baggage, and utensils of 
war; but General O'Reilly made his escape 
to Lima. On the arrival of the news of the 
victory obtained at Pasco over the royalists, 
the city and province of Huanuco declared 
their independence, and the cities of Cuenca 
and Loxa, ill the jurisdiction of Quito, advised 
General San Martin of their having also abjured 
all foreign domination, and enrolled their names 
in the list of free and independent states. On 
the fourth of January, the news arrived of the 
revolution of Truxillo, under the direction of 
its Spanish governor the Marquis of Torre 
Tagle. 

Such a concatenation of successfiil events 
was certainly more than the general of the 
liberating army could have anticipated. From 
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between Lima and Ancon, at a place called. 
Asna Pugio, is very swampy, and the number, 
of men who became affected with intermittent* 
fevers increased daily ; the hospitals in Lima 
were filled with them, and their decrease by 
death, as well as by desertion, was alarming to 
the Viceroy. The desertions would have in- 
creased if the distance of the head quarters of 
San Martin had not been so great, for several 
deserters were apprehended, and shot by the 
royalists. 

On the second of February the officers of 
the ex-£smeralda, named by General San Mar- 
tin the Valdivia, in commemoration of the im- 
portant victory gained by .Lord Cochrane over 
this place, addressed the following letter to 
Captain Guise : 

" Sir, — ^We have heard with regret and dis- 
appointment, that his excellency General San 
Martin has been pleased to order that the name 
of this ship shall be changed, and that she 
shall henceforward be known under the appella- 
tion of the Valdivia. We regret that in the 
squadron of Chile the immortal memories of 
Lautaro and Galvarino, who have, ages past, 
been sacrificed on the ashes of the aspiring 
liberty of their country, and the names of their 
surviving countrymen^ O'Higgins and San Mar- 
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tin, (the avengers of their wroaga, and the 
restorers of their rights) should be associated 
with 'Valdivia,' a Spaniard who has shed such 
Uirrentb of American blood, the conqueror and 
enslaver of Chile, and founder of the city which 
bears his name ; and we are disappointed to 
find nothing in the new name commemorative 
of the capture of the Esmeralda, but that it has 
been made lubservient to the celebration of 
another victory over the enemy, which, although 
we had the misfortune not to participate in it, 
yet claims our admiration and gratitude, but 
which bears no more relation to the capture of 
this ship, than the battle of Chacabuco does to 
that of Maypo; and, what would the victors of 
Maypo have thought bad that memorable event 
borne the name of Chacabuco ! It is further 
to be remembered, that very few of the captors 
of the Esmeralda took part in the affair at Val- 
divia. — We are fully aware, that there are 
instances in the squadron of shipg being named 
after particular victories, (viz. Chacabuco) but 
these were bought into the service by the 
of the 
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of those by whom the sarvice wHt 
achieved^ than that which has been selected. 
We have not had an opportunity of communica* 
ting with oar brother officers of the squadron, 
and these remarks are to be understood as 
individoally our own ; we trust however that 
they will not appear to yourself or to the com- 
mander in chief irrelevant with the interest 
which we must always take in every thing in 
which the glory and prosperity of the navy 6f 
Chile are concerned. — May we beg, therefore, 
that you will take the earliest opportunity of 
bringing the subject before the admiral and his 
excellency general San Martin, for their con*- 
sideration. (Signed.) Robert Bell, Lieutenant, 
H. C. Freeman, lieutenant, J. M. Michad, 
Surgeon, James L. Frew, Purser, Hugh Jerome 
Kernan, Assistant Surgeon^*' 

This lettef, and the subsequent bebavioar 
of the officers, obliged the admiral to order them 
under an arrest, and to exhibit charges against 
them for their trial by a court martial, which 
was held on the second of March. The charges 
were *' For having, by their letter bearing date 
the second oi February, 1821, addressed to 
Martin Greorge Guise, Esq., combined falsely 
to represent to the said Martin George 
Guise^ £sq^ captain in the naval service of 
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'^ James M. Michael, Surgeon, and James Frew, 
Purser, be dismissed the naval service of the 
state ; and Robert Bell, Lieut., Henry G. Free* 
man, Lieut., and Hugh J. Keman, Assistant 
Surgeop, be dismissed their ship, to be severely 
reprimanded and admonished by the court, 
but to be recommended by the court to the 
commander in chief for other appointments* 
(Signed) Robert Forster, President, W. Wilkin- 
son, T. Sackville Crosbie, William Prunier, 
Henry Ck)bbett;' 

During the arrest of the officers of the Val- 
divia. Lord Cochrane wished to make an attack 
on the vessels of war, blockships, gunboats^ 
and fortifications of Callao, and communicated 
the order for the same on the twentieth of Fe* 
bruary, which order to Captain Guise was 
answered by a private note to his lordship, sta- 
ting, that he could not think of entering on this 
service with any officers except those under 
arrest, and that in case they were not permitted 
to rejoin their ship for this attack, he must 
resign the command of her, and begged Lord 
Cochrane to appoint another person to the com- 
mand. The admiral answered Gapitain Guise» 
that he could not appoint another person to the 
command of the Valdivia, nor admit the resign 
nation of Captain Guise on a private solicitude, 
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nor even on ao official one,w)thout eome reascHis 
being alleged. Captain Guise now wrote offi- 
cially, stating tbe refusal of Lord Cochrane 
to be a sufficient motive for bis resignation, 
and expressing a request to be permitted 
to accompany his officers to head quarters, 
and tender his commission to Genera) Saa 
Martin. His letter was also accompanied with 
one from the petty officers of the Valdivia, who 
refused to serve under any other commander 
than himself. After some further correspon' 
dence Captain Guise informed Lord Cochrane 
that he had given the command of the Valdivia 
to Lieutenant Shepherd, and considered himself 
superseded. The admiral, for the fourth time, 
sent Captain Guise an order to act as comman- 
der of tbe Valdivia, requiring a categorical 
answer to " whether he would or would not 
obey his orders, and signal to weigh, made four 
hours previous to this communication," again 
requesting some grounded reason for his resig- 
nation. The order to weigh was on service of 
importance, and Captain Guise refused to obey 
it, repeating, that his officers having been 
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Cochrane ordered Captain Spry to proceed in 
the brig Galvarino to the rendezvous off Cho* 
rilloS) which order was answered by Captain 
Spry, who requested leave to resign the comf 
niand of the Galvarino, as '' his fViend Captain 
Guise had been obliged to resign that of his 
ship/' and alleging that he held no appointmenit 
from the Chilean government. Lord Cochrane 
demanded his motive for this letter, and why» 
without the appointment alluded to, he bad 
exercised the authority of commander of the 
brig. The answer was, that " I (Captain Spry) 
entered the Chilean navy conditionally, to 
serve only during the period of the services of 
Captain Guise, under whose patronage add prOr 
tectidn I left England ;" that his appointment 
was a verbal one from the governor of Valpa^ 
raiso, when he received his commission of 
Captain. He added a desire to be permitted 
to go to head-quarters at Huacho, and explain 
his conduct to General San Martin, concluding 
*^ if Captain Guise is compelled to resign the 
command of the Valdivia, [ am determined no 
longer to hold that of the Galvarino." Captain 
Spry was placed under an arrest on the twenty- 
second of February, on charges to be exhibited, 
and such was the state of mutiny on board the 
Galvarino, that Captain Crosbie, of the flag- 
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ship, was ordered to anchor her id a safe situ- 
ation, which induced Captain Spry to write to the 
Admiral, stating, that as he had been superseded 
by Captain Crosbie, he considered himself on 
half-pay, and free from the jurisdiction of the 
martial law. His letter was answered by an 
assurance, that he was not superseded; but 
that having disobeyed the orders given, and 
declared his determination not to hold the com- 
mand of the Galvarino, Captain Crosbie had 
been ordered to anchor her on the starboard 
beam of the O'Higgins, this appearing neces- 
sary from the state of the crew of the brig, and 
that he was not superseded in consequence of 
his said determination, nor had he gone through 
the usual forms of delivering up the brig. Cap- 
tain Spry again insisted on his exemption from 
martial law ; but finding the Admiral determined 
to bring the affair to the decision of a court- 
martial, of which he was aware that if the sen- 
tence were consonant with the crime, aud ac- 
cording to the ordinances of the navy, he would 
never leave the deck of the brig, he now ex- 
pressed no objection to being tried by his brother 
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ceed on service in the Chilean state brig Galva- 
rino, pursuant to an order of the commander in 
chiefs both verbally, and in writing, given on or 
about the twenty-second of February, 1821, in 
in breach of the 14th article of war, made and 
fMTovided. — For having contrary to his duty as 
an officer written or caused to be written, a 
certain letter to his commander in chief, signed 
John Tooker Spry, further declining, or refusing 
to proceed on the duty so ordered, or longer to 
serve than during the period .of the services of 
Captain Guise, under whose patronage and 
protection he had left England, and for setting 
forth in the said letter, that if Captain Guise 
was compelled to resign the command of the 
Valdivia, he the said John Tooker Spry would 
no longer hold the command of the Galvarino ; 
thereby delaying and discouraging the service, 
m breach of the 14 th article of war. — That the 
said John Topker Spry did by his conduct afore- 
said, hold forth an evil example to his ship's 
company (who immediately thereafter did in 
writing and otherwise, refuse to weigh anchor 
until certain grievances, which they did not set 
forth in the said writing, should be redressed)^ 
the same being subversive of all discipline and 
subordination, and in violation of the 14th arti^ 
jcle of W9X, made and provided." 
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The sentence of the court-martial was, that 
" John Tooker Spry be dismissed the command 
of the brig Galvarino, be placed at ihe bottom 
of the list of captains, and be severely repri- 
manded by the court." 

On the fourth of March Captain Guise com- 
municated to Lord Cochrane, that Captain Spry 
having been dismissed the service by sentence 
of a court-martial, he requested permission to 
accompany him in his own boat to Huacho, 
which Lord Cochrane informed him he coutd 
not allow at that critical moment On the sixth 
the two captains and the officers went down by 
the O'Higgins to head -quarters, where Ld.Coch- 
rane on the twelth again offered to Captain 
Guise the command of the O'Higgins, which he 
refused, as also ever to serve under Lord Coch- 
rane again. 

The whole of this affair was the result of 
what had passed at Valparaiso, before the ex- 
pedition quitted that port ; and from severd 
circumstances connected with the conduct of 
these officers, and their publicly asserting, that 
General San Martin would not swerve from his 
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had pMwed at Valparaiso in July and August; 
1820^ both on the part of the Chilean govern* 
ment, and on that of the different officers who 
then and there misconducted themselves. 
He well knew that he could not tamper 
with Lord Ck)chFane, whose honourable feel- 
ings would not allow him to deviate from 
that line of conduct which bad marked ths 
whole tenour of his public life : and had not the 
officers of the squadron stood forth in support of 
their commander in chief, his tender of his com- 
mission would have been accepted by tiie 
government. 

On the arrival at head-quarters of CaptaiM 
Guise and Spry, the latter, in defiance of de* 
coram and example, was appointed by General 
San Martin his naval adjutant, Edecan Naval, 
as if to gall the feelings of Lord Cochrane^ 
and bring into supreme contempt the ten- 
tence of a court-martial, by protecting in tbti 
most public manner the individual who iiad 
merited the chastisement of the law. So elated 
was Captain Spry with his new appointment^ 
that in the house of Colonel, now General Md- 
ler, he conducted himself towards Lord Codi«* 
rane in the most ungentlemanly manner, so much 
so, that the honourable feelings of Miller were 
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wounded, and he apologized to the Admiral for 
the conduct of Spry. 

On the fourth of March, General San Martin 
sent Captain Guise and bis officers with a 
request to the Admiral to reinstate them in 
their former appointment : bis lordship again 
offered Captain Guise the command of any 
vessel in the squadron with such officers as 
might at the time belong to the vessel, and 
to those officers who had not been dismissed 
the service, appointments to the vacancies in 
the squadron, according to the recommendation 
of the court-martial ; but Captain Guise again 
refused to act with any other officers than those 
who accompanied him, and the officers returned 
their appointments, with the assurance that 
they would only serve under the orders ofCap- 
tain Guise; they therefore all returned to the 
head-quarters of the army, where they remained 
until the surrender of Callao. 

At the same time that the Chilean squadron 
was a scene of insubordination and irregula- 
rities among those officers whose duty it was to 
obey the orders of their commander in chief, not 
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Vhieh constitute the very essence of military 
discipline^ Lima was the theatre of anarchy and 
confusion. On the twenty-niMh of January a 
revolution took place in the Spanish army at 
Asnapugio^. founded on the plea of inability in 
the Viceroy Pesuela to conduct the afiairs of 
the viceroyalty> during such critical circum- 
stances as the present. The result was, that an 
official communication was made to Pesuela^ 
stating the absolute necessity of his abdication^ 
and that it must take place within four hours. 
Pesuela answered, that the time specified was in- 
sufficient for him to deliver up the authority, but 
Cantarac, Caratald, Valdes, Ricafort, and the 
other officers at the head of the insurrection 
replied, that the answer of his Excellency did 
not correspond with their expectations, and that 
'' the troops were under arms, with all their 
officers, without a single exception, and that 
they would not lay them down until they had 
obtained an order to acknowledge General La 
Sema Viceroy of Peru, and were assured that a 
similar order had been given to the different tri- 
bunals and authorities. In consequence of this 
intimation, Pesuela issued the order, and 
La Sema was proclaimed Viceroy and Captain 
General of Peru. This change only proves 
the right of power, which admits of no inter^ 
pretatiooa -nor leaves, any subterfaire to. obedi^ 
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eDce. The similarity of tbe fate of the first and 
last of the Spanish Viceroys as governors ge- 
neral is rather remarkable. The first, Doa 
Francisco Pizarro, was murdered io his own 
palace at Lima, by his subaltern officera ; tbe 
last, Don Joaquin de la Fe&uela, was forced to 
abdicate his authority in the viceregal palace 
at Lima, by his subalterns, and to nominate an 
usurper as his successor. On the seventh Feb- 
ruary La Serna addressed the following proclar- 
mation to the royal troops : — 

" Soldiers! — Your will and support has 
placed me at the head of the government of the 
viceroyalty t" — A declaration more rebeliioua 
than any one presented by the insurgent chiefs 
of America, until the conduct of the Spaniarda 
forced them to declare their independence of 
Spanish domination. 

On the thirteenth February Capt. Carter, in 
the brig of war Araucano, arrived at Chancay, 
with the Spanish schooner of war Aransasu, 
which he had taken on the niuth. The Aransasa 
was from Panama, bound to Callao, hav- 
ing on board three officers belonging to the re- 
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of Lieut. -colonel Miller, destined to cause a 
diversion in the Spanish troops, by landing at 
Pisco. This object was effected on the twenty- 
first ; but owing to the written instructions given 
by General San Martin, and from which Lord 
Cochrane was determined not to swerve, the 
result was what might have been anticipated : 
nothing of importance to the cause of America. 
After the abdication of the Viceroy Pesuela, 
he retired to a country residence at the small 
village of La'Magdalena, and wishing to send 
his lady and family to Europe, he solicited the 
necessary passport of General San Martin, 
well knowing that^ they could not escape the 
Chilean vessels of war employed in the block- 
ade of Callao ; but the permission was refused; 
Lady Cochrane and family having arrived at 
Callao in the British frigate Andromache, for 
the purpose of seeing his lordship before she 
left South America for England, Dona Angela, 
the Vicequeen, supplicated, her ladyship to in- 
terpose her influence with the general; as the 
only means by which she could expect to obtain 
leave to embark for Europe. Lady Cochrane, 
actuated by that sincere philanthropy which 
so eminently distinguishes and adorns her, went 
immediately to Huaura, and obtained of General 
San Martin the favour she solicited, on condi* 
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tion that her ladyship would remain on shore in 
Peru one month, which was agreed to ; but 
being the " better half" of a sailor, her lady- 
ship declined remaining at head quarters among 
soldiers, and S|ient the whole of the time at 
Huaito, a plantation belonging to Dona Josefa 
MoDteblanco, highly gratified with the kind and 
hospitable treatment of her host. The Viceroy's 
lady took her passageon board the Andromache, 
and Lord Cochrane was honoured by an intro- 
ductioo to her by Captain Shernff. After fottw 
converaatioD, Dona Angela declaredrthftt ' ki* 
lordship was a polite rationat being, aod nottlitt 
f&odotu bnde she bad beeil taught to oott^dev 
lum-HaoMnplibieDt iriiich his lordship'' noeiiWd 
with alt due respect to ber VicequeeABfai^. • '' 

On the return of Lord Gocbunie to )M»d 
quarters, it was determined by General San 
Martin, that a second division under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Miller should embark, and 
act according to the discretionary instructions 
of the admiral. The admiral left the bay of 
Huacho, and proceeded to Pisco, where some 
minor skirmishes took place with the enemy. 
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^ith the assistance of uncommonly favourable 
winds we arrived on the fifth of May. 

The landing in the bay of Arica is attended 
with almost insurmountable difficulties ; indeed 
sometimes it is not practicable, except on the 
balsas made by the natives. These are com- 
posed of seal-skins inflated : two are generally 
sewed together end to end, and the balsa is 
formed by lashing two of these side by side, 
laying some canes on the top. The man who 
manages the balsa sits astride on the aftermost 
part, and impels the balsa with a double paddle, 
broad at each end, which he holds by the 
middle, and so dexterous are the natives, that 
there is not the least danger of being upset, or 
even of being wetted with the surf. On these 
original and apparently precarious rafts, all the 
merchandize is landed at Arica, and all the spe- 
cie brought to the vessels, except the sea be 
very calm and the surf run low. 

Immediately on our arrival at Arica, a flag 
of truce was sent on shore with a summons to 
surrender, accompanied by an assurance that 
all persons and personal property would be re- 
spected, except those and such as belonged to 
those who by their present conduct should 
prove themselves enemies to the cause of South 
American liberty. This was answered by an 
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assarance that the persons and property at 
Arica were all under the protection of the arms 
of his Most Catholic Majesty, whose rights 
would be defended by his faithful vassals 
agaiDst his rebel subjects and foreign pirates. 
Nothing was now left but to enforce obedience, 
and the situation in which the San Martin bad 
anchored not being a commanding one, «he 
was hauled nearer in ^ore on the sixth, and a 
few shells thrown over the town ; but as tiiia 
had not the desired effect of intimidatiiig tiw 
enemy, a landing of the troops was detenaiiwd 
OD, and in the night a convenient .place, waa 
sought for to the southward, but tbe , aeardi 
proving . fruitless, part of the trw^. wan 
embarked on board the schooner Arbmuoj 
under the command of Major Soler, and wder' 
ed to proceed to the northward to Sama, to 
land and march upon the town. On the eighth 
Lieutenant-colonel Miller followed with the re- 
mainder of the troops, to join Major Soler. A 
few shots and shells were occasionally thrown 
into the town, to keep the Spanish troops on 
the alert as to the movements of the ship. 
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kinson with the marines landed with consider- 
able difficulty, and hoisted the Patriot flag on 
the staff at the small battery. Major Soler 
captured from the enemy fifty-eight thousand 
dollars and six bars of silver, under the pro- 
tection of a guard of soldiers on their way to 
Arequipa. 

On the fourteenth the whole of the troops 
and the marines belonging to the San Martin, 
amounting to two hundred and seventy men, 
under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Mil- 
ler, left Arica, and marched towards Tacna, 
twelve leagues from Arica, where they arrived 
on the fifteenth, and without any opposition 
took possession of the town ; they were here 
joined by two companies of infantry, who de- 
serted the cause of the king. Lord Cochrane 
ordered that these should form the base of a new 
regiment, to be called the first independents 
of Tacna, and as the particular flag for the 
troops of Peru was not determined on at head 
quarters, his lordship presented them with one 
having a sun in the centre on a blue field. 

From original papers found in the custom- 
house at Tacna, it appesured, that the quantity 
of European goods in the stores at Arica be- 
longed to Spanish merchants residing at 
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consequently an order was issued for theirMnp 
embarked in the San Martin. ' . >: 

immediately on the landing of Lord Godii 
rane, he called upon the inhabitants to fent-H 
civil government, for the protection of t h etf 
property against many individinli who begaal 
to come into the town from the country for thife 
purpose of founder, assuring them at the same 
time, that, although they had not attended t6 
his invitation to remain in their houses, it was 
not his intention to deliver up the town tO' be 
sacked, nor had he done it, but attiwaame 
time he could not be answerable for thefts com^ 
mitted, unless the inhabitants would tai&gt m 
the protection oi their houses and pnpeitji 
and in apprehending all suspicious and disofder- 
ly persons ; he also promised them tlut aH pri^ 
▼ate property bekm^g to Americaas, the 
friends of th* cause of their country, aheiild bd 
returned if claimed, and, eooseqnest-to this 
promise, the schooner Dos Aminos, aad other 
property seized, were delivered tO' dtdr 
owners. 

Colonel Miller advanced with his division 
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priBoner. On the morning after the engage- 
n^nt, which took place in the night, another 
detachment of troops arriyed to join the one 
stationed at Mirabe ; but on hearing the fate of 
their comrades they thought it better to retreat 
than to enter into any dispute with the victo- 
rious troops, and their valiant leader. On the 
arrival of this news, and that the troops were 
at Moquegua, Lord Cochrane dropped down to 
Ilo, with the San Martin, for the purpose of 
being nearer to Colonel Miller's head quarters* 

The town of Arica is the capital of the pro^' 
vince of the same name ; it is situated in a small 
valley, and stands close to the sea. It was 
anciently a place of considerable importance 
and size*; but since the year 1606, when it was 
destroyed by an earthquake, it has gradually 
decreased, the more respectable inhabitants 
having retired to Tacna ; their departure was 
also hastened by its being sacked in 1680 hj^ 
^ pirate John Warren. Arica has at present 
a parish church, and three poor convents, San 
Francisco, La Merced and San Juan de Dios» 
The population is composed of whites, Indians 
and a few slaves. Owing to some low swampy 
ground, produced by the annual overflowings 
of the river and the want of proper drainage, 
intermittent fevers are very common here, of 



which many terranoa, people from the interior, 
die, when they come down on business. 
All our people who slept on shore at Arica, in- 
cluding the admiral, suffered by them, and 
some died. The climate is simitar to that of 
Lima, it seldom rains, but the fogs are very 
heavy. 

The valley of Arica is small, but at the dis> 
tance of a mile from the town it is pretty, owing: 
to the relief which the eye feels when restiiig 
on vegetable productions, after being fctigwmi 
with the barren sandy scenery winch MnrMMs 
the town. The principal produce of the vaUay 
is 071, capsicum, and olives, which are Tcmakk- 
ablylu^, .and findy flavoured:; phntainji, :ba-' 
nanas, camotea, yucas, and other v^etiMea, 
are cultivated in the gardens, and aotna tropical 
fruits. ■. . ■ ; -■ i--;'; , I 

The town of Arica will doubtless become of 
considerable importance with the changes that 
have taken place in South America. Indeed it 
always would have been so, had not the colonial 
laws declared it a close port, no abilitado. It is 
the key to the provinces of Upper Peru, Are- 
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scarce at the other porta.. Arica is aitaate ia 
18" 2& 4(r aoQth latitude, and 70' 1^' 30' w^at 
longitude. 

The town of Tacna stands in a very pleasant 
and fruitful valley, it is considerably larger than 
Arica, and has a much better appearance ) 
some of the houses are large, commodious, and 
well fumialied ; thus, among other xurticles, I 
saw several piano-jfbrtes. The jprincipal wealth 
of the inhabitants consists in their large drovea 
of mules, for the purpose of conveying the mm- 
chandize from Arica into the interior, and ftpm 
some parts of Upper Peru to Lima. Tacna is 
to Arica what Piura is to Paita. 

On the twenty-seventh of May we came to. 
an anchor in the bay of Ho, and immedipitely 
supplied Colonel ^Miller with every thing that 
he wanted ; he had removed his head-quarter^ 
from the town of Moquegua to a farm called 
Rinconada, judging that the climate of thi^ 
place was better for his troops^ as it was cooler 
here than in the town. 

Ho is an indilSereiit anchorage, aad a bad 
landing place ; the viUage is composed of mise- 
rable huts, and a few houses which indicate the 
Residence of penury ; a scarcity of water pre- 
vails, and consequently of fruit and vegetables. 
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Sach was the state of Lima at this perioci/ 
tiiat the cabildo addressed the following official 
note to the Viceroy La Sema : 

^ Most Excellent Sir, — No title is more glor 
riottSy Bor more amiable, than that of a Pacifi- 
cator. Augustus, when stifling the volcano of 
<ayiL war among the Romans, and giving peaoe 
to the universe, was^ the greatest of mortals, and 
almost a God upon earth. It is the duty of 
every prince to imitate this example, if he be 
desirous of, and interested in the health and 
prosperity of the people committed to his gua^ 
dianship. Whoever knows the great advantages 
and feels what it is to reign over grateful hearts, 
will find more charms than in the most fortonate 
and prosp^mis warfare. 

'*' Your Excellency, placed at the head of the 
junta of Pacification, of Peru, has gained the 
love, the veneration, and the confidence of this 
dty. The hope of this • great felicity has caused 
us to sufifer with resignation, losses and privan* 
tions of every class. The end of the armistice 
is fast approaching, and we do not yet percdve 
one ray of this celestial gift. Why is it so long 
retarded, while Lima suffers sudi a; train of e?ils 
that fill her with consternation ? 

'' To the distance of twenty-five leagues 
round the city, the most frightful devastation 
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every where reigns. Our cattle, our grain, 
and our fruits are the victims of military fury. 
Tiie richest and most opulent of our provinces 
■have succumbed to the prepotent iorce of the 
enemy, and the rest are threatened with the 
same tate ; while this suffering capital experi- 
ences the horrible effects of a rigorous block- 
ade, hunger, robberies, and death. Our own 
soldiers pay no respect to the last remains of 
our property, even our oxen, indispensably 
necessary for the cultivation of the land, are 
slain. If this plague continue, what will be 
our lot — our miserable condition ! 

"The soldier must be supported as well as 
the citizen, but not to the injury of the latter : 
they must both be guided by the same laws, and 
must both be equal. Both compose the state, 
and the support of both is necessary ; founded 
on the same right of nature and of society. 
But let us abandon these melancholy relations, 
and confine ourselves entirely to those of peace. 

" Peace is the general wish of the people ; 
they have laboured since the year 1815 under 
the grievancss of war, and have not force to 
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Martin; hundredB of men leave our "wills, tha^ 
they may not die of hunger. A swarm of robr 
bere infest our roads and intercept our provi- 
sions, insult us, and plunder our houses. The 
public speak loudly against our apathy and sh 
lence, and evils worse than those usually pror 
duQed by war must soon be the result The 
happiness of the capital and of the kingdom der 
pends on peace, and this depends on the *' yes ^ 
of your excellency. The corporation of Lima 
hopes to see it established, and promises to your 
excellency the constant and everlasting gratis 
tude of the people. God preserve youi: exctlr 
lency many years. Hall of the corpojration c£ 
lima, June 7th, 1821. (Signed) The Count of 
San Isidro, and all the members of the body 
corporate." . 

To this note the Viceroy gave the following 
answer: 

^' Most Excellent Sir,- Unquestionably war is 
the exercise of the right of force, and the most 
terrible of all the plagues that destroy the 
human species: it does not pardon even the 
victorious, and the most fortunate partake oi its 
effects. 

''As a philanthropist I love and desire 
peace ; but as a soldier and a public man^ I 
•annot accede to a peaice which i$ indecofioiM ; 
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thus, if the general in chief of the invading 
army will a':^ree to an armistice honourable and 
jair to ihe a* ms ot the Spanish nation, you and 
every one of you may remain assured that my 
vote shall be for peace ; but if he will not, no ! 
for I never will assent to any thing derogatory 
to the honour of the Spanish nation, in whick 
case it would be better to die than to live. I be- 
lieve that these are also the sentiments of the in- 
dividuals who compose the body corporate ; and 
of this city, which is called heroic, whose inhabi- 
tants are well aware, that to deserve this epithet 
valour, patience and the other virtues, not 
common, are necessary. 

" In fine, although I am at the head of the 
junta of pacification, in it I have only one 
vote, so that the corporation is deceived in sup- 
posing, that peace depends on my " yes;" but I 
repeat, that if it did, I would prefer war to an 
indecorous peace ; and even supposing that 
preponderance which your excellency actually 
gives to the forces of CJeneral San Martin, you 
must be aware, that war is a game where more 
or less is risked according to the passions of the 
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loses will hot desist, in hopes of regaining what 
he has lost; at last fortune varies, and the 
winner not only loses what he had won, but 
also what he had when he began. 

** This is what I have to say in answer to 
your note of yesterday. God preserve your 
exoellency many years. (Signed) Jose de la 
Soma.'' 

From the number of deserters who daily ar- 
rived at Huaura, the head quarters of general 
San Martin, the state of Lima was well known. 
The officers of the army were divided in their 
opinions; the cabildo in open war with the vice- 
roy ; the opinion of the people in favour of 
liberty ; the troops disserting or dying in the 
hospitals; hunger parading the streets, and 
every one, high and low, general and soldier, 
master and slave, convinced that the idea of 
resisting the patriot forces was the chimera 
of a madman. Hence it followed that when La 
Sema proposed to San Martin an armistice of 
sixteen months, under the pretence that both 
parties should refer the decision to the court of 
Madrid, the latter declined acceding to it. 

Notwithstanding the favourable appearance 
of things, the army of San Martin was tired of 
their inglorious inaction, knowing full well that. 
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to take the capital at' Peru only required them' 
to eater it, and this opinion was supported 
by every new arrival from Lima. The con- 
summate prudence of San Martin, however, did 
not allow him to risk, the firing of a shot, lest 
the ball might slay " a brother;" at the same 
time that his Guerilla parties were actively en- 
gaged in committing all the cruelties incident 
to predatory warfare. But the presence of the 
general was not necessary in such skirmishes, 
nor his humanity compromised; the truth is, 
his person was in no jeopardy. Complaints 
began to be every day more loud in the army, 
and dissention more visible, so much so, that it 
became a daily task at the tables of the officers, 
to drink to " those who fight for the liberty of 
Peru, not those who write, a lot que pdeajt por 
la libertad del Peru, no los que escriveii." San 
Martin, aware of the state of his army, embarked 
in the schooner Montezuma, in order to re-es- 
tablish his heaith, and a prorogation of the 
armistice for twelve days more was ratified. 

During this cessation of hostilities, his lord- 
ship dropped down to Mollendo. where g 
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expressing his astonishment that neutrals should 
be allowed to embark provisions during an ar- 
mistice, for the purpose of supplying one of the 
belligerents, to the injury of the other, and con- 
trary to the Spanish colonial laws ; to which the 
governor answered, that the whole of the wheat 
at Mollendo belonged to Spanish merchants re- 
siding at Lima, or Arequipa, and that no part 
of it whatever belonged to neutrals, and that if 
any had been embarked since the celebration of 
the armistice, it was in violation of the orders 
of the government, to correct which he had 
again issued the most positive orders against 
such an infraction of the stipulations of Pun- 
chauca. With this answer his lordship retired 
from Mollendo, but sent in a boat with a lieu- 
tenant belonging to the San Martin, to watch 
the actions of the enemy at Mollendo ; on being 
assured that the embarkation of the wheat was 
persevered in, the San Martin returned to Mol- 
lendo on the nineteenth of June, and shipped 
the remainder of the wheat found on shore. 

When every thing was ready for Colonel 
Miller to proceed into the interior, the news 
arrived, on the fifth of July, of the prorogation 
of the armistice. This with the news received 
from the army, through private letters, induced 
his lordship to equip and victual some of the 
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piizea taken at Arica, aad leav« tkem for fjm 
receptioB of the troops xmder Col. .MUleTp iM 
cane of any eiiiergeDcy» and repair to GattaiaM 
for the purpose (tflearniag the true itatsQ{«MuuM 
at head-quarters. We arrived at C^lao^i^lMr 
eighth of July, 1821. 
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CHAPTEB XI. 

eracnated by La Senia...~.Oocapatioa of by the Libentiiig Army.*.*.. 

Laaa of the San Martin Arrival of Lord Cochrane at Lima. Coaduct 

of the Spaaiarda after toaviag Lima...... ln dBp ea de n oa ofPeni awpnu..*^ 

San Bfartin conatitiites himaelf Protector of Peru Interview betweea 

Lord Codmtoe and San MaHu Annottnoenient of the tiews of the 

Spaniah Aiaqr......8tate of the SqiwdraQ. San Martin takea the iddi^ 

Arrhral and D^artura of Cantarac.-.ProckniatMMi of San Martm...... 

Treamre taken at Anooo by Lord Cochrane fiorrender of CaOao 

Tiibaaal of PnnficatMB«etabUshed at Lina^...LienteMal Wynterarraitad 

at Callao Paroiasien and Spry Tisit the Sfjnadron at Midni||;bt...*.. 

S<|oadron leaveo CaOao, arrives atGnayaqoiL 

Ok the anrivsd of Lord Cochrane in the bay of 
Callao, on the eighth of July, General San 
Martin eame on board the flagship, from the 
schooner Sacramento, bringing with him *the 
welcome news of the fall of Lima, or rather of 
its evacaatioQ by the Spanish troops. 

On the sixth of July, 1821, the Viceroy La 
Serna informed the Marquis of Monte-mira that 
it being convenient, he should retire with the 
troops under his command from the capital of 
Peru, leaving only a few companies of the regi- 
mei^ of La Concordia, militias, to preserve 
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the Chilean squadron, should be landed at the 
Chorrillos free of duty ; and for this purpose'^ 
the San Martin was ordered to the said port^ 
which she entered on the sixteenth : «he was, 
however, unfortunately run aground by Captain 
Wilkinson, and, although every endeavour was 
made to save her, she was completely lost^ 
owing to the uncommon swell of the sea at the 
time. 

On the fourteenth a note was addressed by 
General San Martin to the cabildo of Lima, re- 
questing the convocation of a general meetings 
that the opinion of the inhabitants might be 
made public, with regard to their determination 
on the independence of the country. This re* 
quest was immediately complied with ; and on 
the fiTteenth the' members of the corporation, 
his excellency the archbishop, the prelates of 
the conventual orders, the titles of Castile, and 
many other individuals, met at the city hall, and 
the following act was signed by the whole of 
them: 

** The general will is decided on the inde- 
pendence of Peru with respect to the Spanish 
or any other foreign domination ; and to this 
effect let the form of the necessary oath be 
drawn up and administered/' 
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On the seventeenth Lord Cochrane entered 
Lima amid the loudest acclamations of the inha- 
bitants. The Marquis of Monte-mira had seat his 
carriage for Lord Cochrane to Chorrillos ; but a 
deputation from the cabildo and others from 
different corporations having 'met his lordship 
on the road, be alighted from the carriage, and 
mounted a horse, brought for the occasion. 

The inhabitants of Lima being desi^us of 
seeing the^aval hero of the expedition, a levee 
was held on the eame evening at the palace, 
where the Admiral received the compliments of 
the principal personages of the city ; but Gene- 
ral San Martin judging it more decorous to be 
absent when a " subaltern "' received the thanks 
of the cabildo of Lima, and the compliments of 
its inhabjiants, remained at ij Legua, half-way 
between Lima and Callao, where he had es- 
tablished his head quarters. C^n the et^teentb 
in the morning the archbishop visited his lord- 
ship, which visit was immediately returned ; 
when Lord Cochrane left the city t» wait upon 
the general in chief at his head quartersy 

On the seventeenth an order was published 
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placed ; and this prodamfttioD was accompanied 
by another, as follows: 

" Haying been iafonned, with great bomnr 
to my delicate sentiinents^ and in rioiatioa of 
my humane principles, that some paaaioBate 
individuals vex and insult the Spaniards with 
tfuneats and taunts, I order and comnaad, that 
all persons who shall commit such kind of ex* 
cesses, in opposition to American gentleness of 
manners, to decorum, aad to good and rational 
edueatioo, be denounced to the pditieal and 
military governor of the city, that, the fiMt 
being proved, he may be punished fer such re^ 
proachful conduct." 

On the eighteenth a civic guard was ordered 
to be formed, to supersede the Spanish regiment 
de la Concordia, and the gran mariseal M arquni 
of Torre Tagle was appointed colonel o( it 

On the twenty-second of July a proefamiation 
was issued, ordering that the public act of the 
declaration of the independence of Peru should 
take place on the twenty-eighth of the same 
month, with all the sdemnity due to so memo^ 
Table a transaction. 

After the Spanish troops left Lmte an the 
sixth, thdr march into the interior was itialrked 
with the most hwrid outrages : from Lurin to! 
Bujama, a distance of nine leagues, thirty-four 
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dead bodieB were left on the road ; some lisd 
died of disease, others had been ,ihot; and, 
according to the uniform Btatementa of the 
deserters from the Spaniards, Colonel Rodfl 
was the execationer of the greater part of tbeM 
victims. On the thirteenth, thirty-nine ncfc 
and five dead men were fbuod. near to Biij«D% 
and carried to a temporary hospiiaL From th» 
villf^^ of Huaycan advices were received on 
the twenty-first that La Sema had issued an 
order imposing coital punishment on every in- 
dividual belonging to> or under the protection 
of the Spanish army, who should leave the nmte 
asugned a distance of twenty yards ; ntttwiti^ 
standing which, upwards of three hundred de- 
serted at Huaycau, and at Lunaguand upward! 
of six hundred. Id a skirmish near the Utter 
place the Spaniards lost twenty killed, and 
mor^ thaq fifty prisoners, and Xa Semawaa com- 
pletely surrounded in.the ravine of PiUw. ; The 
efibrta of the Gueiilla parties in in»T»^wing tkie 
Spanish troops were constant and snccen^; 
and had a division of the liberating army been 
sent to co-operate with the Guerillas, it is moat 
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or at Bellavista, where they' were stationed to 
watch the operations of about eight hundred 
men, under General La Mar, in the batteries of 
Callab. A sinall division under General Are* 
Dales stationed in the province of Yanyos was 
ordered to Lima, and the whole of the interior 
w^S abandoned to the protection 6f the Guerilla 
parties, who had to act against the organized 
Spanish army, so that the towns which had de^- 
elared their adherence to the cause of indepen- 
dence, tvhen they believed themselves under the 
protection of the liberating forces, were aban- 
doned, to experience all the rigours of their con- 
stituted enemies, the Spaniards, and thus pave 
the way to the state of afiairs which subse- 
quently took place in Peru. 

Lord Cochrane having retired from Lima, on 
board the 0*Higgins, in the bay of Callao, re- 
ceived on the twentieth the following invitation 
from the cabildo of Lima : 

** Lima, the capital of Peru, is about to so- 
lemnize the most august act which has been 
performed for three centuries, or since her foun- 
dation ; thiii is, the proclamation of her indepen- 
dence, and her absolute exdusioh from the Spa- 
nish government, as well as that of any other 
foreign potentate ; and this cabildo, wishing the 
ceremony to \fe conducted with all possible de^ 
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act were distributed ; but even these evmce4 
the ambition of the general^ who, from the very 
outset of the expedition, had endeavoured to 
moaofolize every species of credit: for this 
purpose, the inscription chosen for the medals 
was, ** Lima secured its independence on the 
twenty-eighth of July, 1821, under the protec- 
tion of the liberating army, commanded by San 
Martin." 

On the following Sunday a solemn Te Deum 
was chanted at the cathedral, and high mass 
was celebrated by the archbishop ; after which 
the individuals who on the twenty-eighth had 
formed the procession advanced separately to 
the high altar, and took the oath, on the sacred 
gospels, to ** defend with their opinions, pro- 
perty and persons, the mdependence of Peru, 
against the Spanish government, and any other 
foreign power/' 

On the twenty ^nth Colonel Miller, having 
been obliged to abandon the province of Arica 
en the twenty-second, landed at Pisco, having 
increased, his division to nine hundred and sixty 
men. 

On the thirtieth Lord Cochrane reported to 
General San Martin, that on the twenty-fifth he 
had ordered Captain -Crosbie to enter the an- 
ehorageat Callaot aod to cutout as many of 
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tfee enemy 3 vessels as he could convenienily 
bring to anchor outside the range of the batte- 
ries, which he did in the most gallant manner, 
bringing out the San Fernando and Milagro, 
the two largest merchantmen, and the Resolu- 
ciou, armed as a sloop of war ; besides several 
launches and boats, burning at the same time 
two hulks within mueket shot of the enemy's 
batteries. 

After the ceremony on the Sunday at the ca- 
thedral was concludedi a deputation from the 
cabildo waited on General San Martin, with the 
request, that he would take upon himself the 
poHlical and military superintendence of Peru, 
which in the name and on the behalf of the ca- 
pital they had the honor to offer to him. To 
this communication, with such a smile as few 
but San Martin can express, he informed tbem, 
that the offer was quite unnecessary, for that 
as he had taken the command he should keep it 
so long as he thought proper, and that he should 
moreover allow no juntas, nor assemblies for 
the discussion of pubHc matters during his plea- 
sure. This was an answer not very congenial 
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tbte atrocities eommitted by the Spaniards >oii 
their march into the interior were published at 
LdDia; one piece of intelligence was, that at 
the town of Tauripampa a hospital had been 
fprmed of ihe church, and that at the time that 
La Sema left the town the doors of the church 
were closed, and the whole s^t fire to, when the 
miserable soldiers who could not accompany tho 
Spanish army were burnt to death, as well as 
great numbers of the inhabitants of the town in 
their houses, Rodil at the same time declaring, 
that it was more honorable for them to die than 
to serve in the ranks of the rebels. 

On the third of August the following pro* 
elamation was issued at lima : 

** Don Jose San Martin, &c. — ^When I took 
charge of the important enterprize of the liberty 
of Peru, I had no other motive than a desire of 
forwarding the sacred cause of liberty in Ame^ 
rica, and of promoting the felicity of the peo* 
pie of Peru. A considerable part of this is 
already realized ; but this work would remain 
incomplete, and my feelings little satisfied, if I 
did not establish for ever the future security and 
prosperity of the inhabitants of this region. 

''After my arrival at Pisco lannounced, 
that owing to the imperiousness of the cir* 
cumstaaces^ I W9m invested with the supreme 
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for such a government as they may thmk fit to 
elect The frankness with which I speak ought 
to serve as a guarantee for the sincerity of my 
intention. I might have ordained that electors 
named by the citizens of the free departments 
should nominate the person who was to govern 
imtil the reunion of the representatives of the 
Peruvian nation. The simultaneous invitation 
of a great number of persons of elevated cha- 
racter and decided influence in this capital who 
have requested that I should preside at the 
administration of the state, ensures to me the 
popular appointment ; besides, as I had obtained 
the assent of the people under the protection 
of the liberating army, I have judged it more 
decorous and convenient to follow this loyal 
and frank conduct, which must tranquillize all 
those who are jealous of their liberties. 

** When I have the satisfaction to deliver up 
the commMid, and to give an account of my 
operations to the representatives of the people, I 
am confident that they will not find in the epoch- 
of my administration any of those strokes of 
venality, despotism, or corruption, which have 
characterized the agents of the Spanish govern- 
ment in America. To administer strict justice 
|o bIU fewarding virtue and patriotism, and 
punishingf vice and seditidi wherever it may be 
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ttid tbeii the payment should be considered as i 
pHit of the pQrchade mtmej.'* To this Lotd 
Gothrane replied, that by such a transaction the 
gquadt^od of Chile would be transferred t6 Pet^i 
by merely paying what was due to the blficei^ 
And c^ews for services done t6 Peru. S&ti 
Martin knit his' brows, and turning to hii 
tw^o ministers, Garcia and Monteagudo, Whd 
were iii the room, ordered thetn to retire ; ttt 
which his lordship objected, stating that as he 
was not master of the Spanish language, he v^ih^ 
ed them to remain as his interprefers, fearful that 
solne expression, not rightly understood, might 
be considered offensive. San Martin nowtu^ed 
round to the Admiral, and said, " ttre yoU 
aware,' my lord, that I am Protector of Peru P 
^ No," said his lordship. ** I ordered my Sclcte-> 
tariesto infoite you of it," returned San Mart}^^ 
That is now unnecessary,'* said his lordfship^ 
fbr you have personally informed me : but I 
mcetely hope that the fnetiddlip which hiafs 
existed betweeti Qeneral San Martin and tny- 
self will still continue to exiist bet^eeh thii 
Prtrtcctor of Peru and myself." San Martitl 
theti, rubbing his hands, Said^ '' I hahrie only to 
say, that I am Protectdt of Per* r 

The liianner in whi6h tMs last sehten^ 
tiras expressed roused the adtbiral, w^ ftd^ 
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vanciDg, said, " then it now becomes me, as the 
Benior officer of Chile, and coosequentty the 
representative of the nation, to request the 
fulfilment of all the promises made to Chile, 
and the squadron, but hrst, and principally, the 
aquadron. " San Martin returned — "Chile! 
Chile 1 I will never pay a single real to 
Chile! and as to the squadron, you may take 
it where you please, and go when you choose : 
a couple of schooners are 'quite enough for me: 
Chile! Chile! yo niincapagare un real ir Chile! 
y en quanlo a la esquadra, -puede V, tlevarla dmde 
quiere, e irse quando gustc, con un par de goktas 
me basta a mi;" and snapped his fingers in 
the face of the Admiral. On hearing this, Gar- 
cia left the room, while Monteagudo walked to 
the balcony. San Martin paced the room for s 
short time, and, turning to his lordship, caught 
his hand, and said, "forget, my lord, what 
is past!" The admiral, dashing away the tear 
with which surprize and indignation had suffused 
his eye, replied, "I will, when I can," and im- 
mediately left the palace. His lordship was now 
undeceived by the man himself: the repeated 
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me, that lus life was not safe ashore;* he 
therefore immediately took horse, rode to Boom 
JSiegr% and went on board his frigate. 

This conversation has been denied by somef 
of San Martin's partizans ; but were it necee^ 
sary more fully to substantiate the fact» the 
•nbsequent official correspondence between diof 
protector of Peru and the admiral of the Chitead 
squadron would fully prove the truth of what 
I have stated. 

San^Martin, re&ecting that the batteries of 
Callao were yet in the hands of the enemy, and 
that should the Chilean naval force raise ^e 
blockade, he did not possess the means of 
driving them out, nor of forcing them to surreiH 
der, exerted himself in conciliatory measures,' 
heaping promise upon promise, both as to the 
payment of the arrears of the crews and 
pcemiums and rewards. He endeavoured te^ 
soften down his- expressions of the fourth, 
•tating that he only said, or meant to say, that 
<< it might be interesting to Chile to sell some 
of her vessels of war to Peru, because this 
latter wanted them for the protection of her 
coasts. *! But even this subterfuge was exposed 
by his saying further^ that '' the government of 
Chile would at all times devote their squadron 
10 the furtheranoe of the jcause of Penu'* . 
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que DO p9dri«i substrtt^finQ, Mm yo i^sp^e 
%Q«^eiitfmi4o V* eu mis seiitiqii^o.toa, qodsu- 
vmk ki ohia que hi^ empeM^Oy y de lit qiw 
depende nuertvo comua dealmq« . Adios^ isi 
lord 1 M cepite de Y. coo el maa sioceiQ fipr^QiQ 
8tt eteroo amigo. (Sigaod) Jose d^ &m Mfu^tiq.'* 
Qoiitting the preaoftUe of (his letter, let wi 
tnalyae tbe e^q^resmma from *'. Si ii pesur : if m 
4sspite of every things you are resolved to ob? 
nerve tliQ coaduct which yoa intimated, to Jsm 
m the Goaferenoe which wie had a. few days agoi 
thk would be to »e a conflict fron whkh I 
eould oot e:ii^tricate myael£ But I hope UwU 
agreeing with my aentiment^i you will covwm? 
BiAte the work that you* have beguu^ aod. Qi 
which depeoda our common destiny.*' Tb^cM^ 
£ecence here mentioned^ aUuded to the deliy wy 
of the Chilean yeaaels of war to the. PxotectQr of 
Pwu, on the conditioa of hia paying Um the o4i^ 
oeni' and news theii arraan^ aad lewaijdiiy 
them according to hia soleDm poomisci rmdg^ ^ 
Vatparaiao^ before the expedition left ttet fmKi 
and the agreement of aentimeat cannot ^gnify 
any dung moiie» than that Lord Gochnane^ should 
ddlftver up the . aquadvoa to Sea Mactin« whioh 
woukbhave beeaamoat hoqoarabl||''^cpi|eMinPl9r 
^nof) the woik'*. to. hia lofidabipj. anda B»PAt 
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Whether the system of espionage established 
by San Martin was in this state of activity, 
like a volcano ready to burst and to destroy with 
its ignited lava the peaceful habitation and the 
innocent inhabitant, who, confiding in its harm«* 
less appearance, ventured to dwell within its de- 
structive range, it may be impossible to deter* 
mine ; but it seems somewhat derogatory to 
the character of a supreme chief, guarded by 
twelve thousand armed men, that he should 
thus threaten two or three hundred unarmed 
individuals, who, relying on his assurances 
had sworn to follow the fortunes of the country^ 
and live subject to the newly-established 
system of government Besides, such a mani- 
festation was calculated to do away with the 
apparent object of the proclamation of the 
seventeenth of July, already quoted, and to 
fiatn the flame of civil discord and dissi^ntion — ^the 
greatest eneoues to public tranquillity. 

The twelfth of August produced the publi- 
cation oi the act in Lima, which in all free parts 
pf the ex-Spanish colonies so highly distin* 
guishes, and justifies in such a particular manner 
the revolution in those countries. The voice of 
reason and of nature announced, that all children 
bom of slaves on or after the twenty-eighth of 
August, 1821, were to be free, and that they 
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were to be inheritors of the same rights and pri- 
vileges as the rest of the citizens of Peru. 

On the eighteenth the news arrived, that the 
divisions of the Spanish army under Cantarab 
and Caratala had formed their head quarters at 
Jauja, thirty leagues from Lima ; and that La 
Serna was at the town of Carania on the twenty- 
ninth of July, advancing with the troops to- 
wards the same point. Still the liberating army 
remained quiet in their barracks at Lima, or 
were employed in the siege of Callao. 

One of the first acts of the arbitrary disp** 
sition of the Protector of Peru was the expul-* ^ 
sion of the archbishop. The following ia a capf ' 
of the correspondence : 

" Ministry of War, Lima, twenty-secoilfl 
August, 1821.— Most Excellent Sir,— Nothing 
is more conformable with the religious ideas of 
his excellency the Protector of Peru than to 
promote in every possible manner which pru- 
dence dictates those pious establishments which 
serve as a prop to public morals. But it is at 
the same time bis duty to avoid those evils 
which, under a zeal for religion, might cause a 
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tcy are committed by the venerable kkfluence of 
tbe priesthood. 

'' In attention to this, his excellency the Pro^ 
lector commands me to inform your most illus- 
Uious excellency, that the spiritual exercises be 
suspended for the present in those houses, un- 
til th^y be placed under the direction of patriotic 
clergymen, who may merit the confidence of the 
gpvernmept, who consult the spiritual welfare 
of tUe faithful, and the support of the new in* 
ytitutions to which his excellency is called to 
Pierii. I haye the honour^ &c. (Signed) Ber* 
ywjrdp Monteagudp." 

(Answer by the archbishop.) 

^' Ever since the establishment of the houses 
9f spiritual exerdse9 they have been protected 
and supported by the popes and other prdates 
pf the church, fully aware of their utility to the 
^thful. Those founded in this city are deserv- 
ing of credit for the copious harvest they have 
produced, in attevtion to which, without scnk- 
ple3 of conscience, and a risk of public disgust, 
jt is ip)po9sible fqr me to order them to be clos. 
pd. If in them any excess be committed, or 
jl9y coftfep^or should pretend to disturb the 
Pj^pK^B qr public 4)r$Ler,. the moment that such is 
J^ppwA i^ neceflsary n^easures shall be adopted 
&ff \^ jwinv^jlumeolt, l^^bioh i^ my jneply to your 
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note of the twenty- second.— God preserve, &c» 
Lima, August 26tli, 1821. (Signed) Bartolom^,, 
Arcbbishop of Lima." 

(Second note from the government.) 
" Most Excellent and most Illustrious Sir^ 
— On the twenty-second instant his excellency 
the Protector of Peru ordered, that you should 
be informed of the necessity that existed of 
closing for the present the houses of spiritual 
exercises. In that note, after expressing those 
religious sentiments which filled his bosom, and 
which he never can belie, you are informed^ 
that it was not his intention to close them for 
any considerable length of time, to the detri- 
ment of the faithful, who derived from them 
spiritual consolation, but that it was only for 
the present, because this was necessary to pub- 
lic tranquillity. Thus his excellency observes 
with regret that your most illustrious excellency 
resists the fuI6Iraent of his order, and he com- 
mands me to inform you, that you are to lay 
aside all scruples of conscience in obeying this 
order of the government, and those scruples 
which may afterwards present themselves with 
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inony not exist between the civil and ecclesi- 
astical authorities, and that you decide on that 
tine of conduct v^hich you intend to adopt, in the 
intelligence that the orders of his excellency the 
Protector are irrevocable. By superior order I 
communicate this to your excellency for your 
guidance, and present my sentiments of res- 
pect and veneration, &c., &c. Lima, August 
itrJtb, 1821. (Signed) J. Garcia del Rio." 

(The archbishop's reply.) , 

'^ I have read with the greatest attention your 
note of the twenty-seventh of August, in which 
you communicate to me, by order of the Protector 
of Peru, that his excellency has observed with re- 
gret my resistance to the fulfilment of his order, 
to close the houses of spiritual exercises : to 
resist, and to remonstrate submissively are not 
the same thing : the first is the effect of arms 
and violence; the second that of veneration and 
respect, when the inconveniences which present 
themselves are expressed : in this manner my 
note was written. I have^ moreover, other 
reasons for thus explaining myself — his excel- 
lency in his religious goodness had promised me 
that in ecclesiastical matters, and points of re* 
ligion, he would agree with my opinion, to the 
end that nothing should be done in violation of 
the- rules of the church. 



" I bbpe these reflectioos iviHBavei me ir«i 
the iricsome epithet of Uaving rtfiistM 'tke Up 
ders of the gov^itiin6tit> and that eikuHjiticndif 
the cotiteats of my aatwer wilt not be watHirtdi 
regret. I cannot omit saying, that «Mi1toftM£l^ 
est anguish, and a heart Bwimming "te bi W Ma aw^ 
I have tead dkat the gtuvennneikt kaa scnMNi 
orders to ^ve ; abd if to th^ I bard son^lM 
of conscience to oppose in theit* ftyifihfaedlt I 
decide on that line of condoct which I intend-to 
follow, in the iotelligence tint thed«crBM<<rfUch 
will be issued are to 1^6 immntabtei 'Tlife '*d^ 
vice carries with it a very elevated spirit, if we 
suppose that the orders to be given should re- 
late to religious or ecclesiastical matters ; for in 
civil affairs, and those of the government, I 
have signified ray opinion by my prompt obedi- 
ence : and what may those commanda contain 1 
will they in any manner violate the existing 
discipline of the church ? will they be 
prejudicial to morality f- or will they oppose 
the maxims of the gospel of Jesus Christ ? 
Because, for these cases, God has constituted 
bishops as the pastors and guards of that 
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necessary, we ihoald shed oar bbod and lay 
down our lives in so just a cause ; anathema- 
ttsing us on the contrary as dumb dogs that did 
not bark when the spiritual health of his flock 
was in danger. 

** Behold, then, that one of ihe principal 
obligations of a bishop is to defend with rigour 
the deposit of doctrine and faith which has. been 
confided to him ; and if the threatened danger 
be from any great potentate, to remonstrate, 
with respect and submission, to the end that he 
be not their aceompUces and participators in the 
crime, by a cowardly condescension. This was 
practised ^ by Saint John Chrysostom, with the 
emperors of the east ; by Saint Ambrose, with 
those of the west ; and by Saint Augustine with 
the pro«consnis of Africa ; those were the great 
lords on earth; but notwithstanding; those 
bisfaqps remonstrated when they commanded 
any thing that might injure religion or the 
ckurdi ; and is it -pos^ble that the supreme gor 
vemment of this city shall inform the arcb^ 
bishop that be is blindly to obey, and execute 
the decrees that may be given in religious and 
ecdesiastieal matters, even though they disturb 
hia conscience, iaad appear to him to be opposed 
to ortlttNlox doctrines, because such decrees 
are to be irresistible ? Oh ! '' irresistible 'de^ 
crees'* — ^this expression appears to me to be very 
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strong, and little used byjurists and theoIogtan&; 
they opine that all human authority, however 
great it may be, and however vast and pro- 
found its acquired knowledge, can never arrive 
at a degree of infallibility in its decisions ; it may 
always be deceived or deceive ; consequently its 
resolutions ought never to be invariable — this 
privilege the Supreme Being alone possesses. 
Feoelon and other politicianB assert,. .that, it- ia 
more glorious, and a proof of a more elevated 
sou] in that monarch or government who, con- 
vinced of having committed an error against 
reUgion, reason or justice in their decrees, shall 
revoke them, than it is never to err; indeed to 
insist on the execution of an order, merely be- 
cause it has been given in despite of the incon- 
veniences and obstacles that have been shown 
to exist ; it being opposed to morality, evanger 
lical doctrine, and the dispositions of the church, 
is a most oppressive yoke. With respect to 
myself, I can assure you, that I have often re- 
monstrated and even exclaimed against tlie 
decrees of my superiors ; who, being satis6ed 
with the justness of my arguments, have ordered 
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welf, by his. evangelist St Matthew, says, that 
those who hear him hear the divinity, and that 
those who despise him despise the Supreme 
Being. 

'^Notwithstanding this doctrine, you say 
in your note that I am to obey the decrees of 
the government, without replying or remon- 
strating, because they are irrevocable ; or that 
I choose the line of conduct I intend to adopt ; 
this I did on the twenty-fourth of July last, when 
I put into the hands of his excellency my writ- 
ten resignation of the archiepiscopal dignity; 
begging his acceptance of it, for the reasons 
therein alleged ; I also begged that he would 
grant me a passport to Europe by Panama, as 
my advanced age of eighty years, and consequent 
debility, would not enable me to bear the hard- 
ships of a passage by Cape Horn ; his excel- 
lency acceded to my solicitude, and even pro- 
mised to procure me a vessel for my passage. 

'' If I then made a tender of my dignity, 
founded on the motives there alleged, • I now 
repeat it, . adding to those causes that of not 
being able to exist in a country where the pre- 
late of the church is forced to keep silence, and 
stifle the strongest sentiments of his conscience, 
and obliged to act in opposition to them — I was 
bom to become a citizen of a celestial conntiy ; 
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my r^tutn to Spain^ the Protector having 
granted to me the necessary passport. The po- 
lite attention which I owe to your excellency, 
and the peculiar qualifications which adorn and 
distinguish you, oblige me by this measure to 
manifest to you my most sincere esteem and 
regard* 

*' In Spain, if God grants that I may arrive 
in safety, or in any other part where I may 
exist, I request that you will deign to com- 
mand me. On leaving this country, I am con- 
vinced that its independence is for ever sealed. 
This I will represent to the Spanish government 
and to the papal see, and I will also do every 
thing to abate their obstinacy, and to preserve 
the tranquillity, and to further the views of the 
inhabitants of America, who are dear to me. 

" Deign, my lord, to receive these senti- 
ments as emanating from the sincerity of my 
heart ; and command your obliged servant and 
chaplain, Bartolom6 Maria de las Heras. No- 
vember, 2nd, 1821.'' 

On the ninth of November the bishop of 
Guamanga, a native of Piura, then residing 
at Lima, was ordered to leave Peru within 
eight days, without any reason being assigned 
for his exile, by the autocrat of Peru. 
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Aldieag^ the Chilean ^uadron wu «t IUr 
moment of the most vital importaacs to:tlw ops* 
rations of San Martin against the hatterics 'ti 
Callao, yet the crews remained onpftid^ and Iki 
supply of provisions was so soan^ .A«|;r«4iAlA 
to the general want of clothing, t^y.^wBrai « 
state &8t approaching to open mntiny; wlaeh 
was repeatedly made known to the govemaMnt 
at Lima, but the knowledge of the circumstances 
produced do relief; it appeared as if San Mar- 
tin, haviog failed in gaining possession of it 
through the commander in chief, was deter- 
mined to starve it iuto submission, or to drive 
it to some more desperate act. This his lord- 
ship reported to the government, as also, that 
he could not be answerable for the conduct of 
those serving under him, unless the government 
fulfilled their part of the contract. 

On the seventeenth of August a decree ap- 
peared in the ministerial gazette, ordering, that 
one-fifthof the duties collected at the custom- 
house should be apphed to defray the arrears 
and to the pay of the army and navy. Instead 
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^bt ideat that even when the time had arrived 
for the fulfilment of the promise made to them 
before leaving Valparaiso, a new -promise was 
made to them, the fulfilment of which must 
depend on the receipts of the custom-house, 
was incomprehensible to men whose only argu- 
ment isj you owe me money, and you must pay 
it me. The same decree also stated, that the 
officers belonging to the Chilean squadron were 
equally officers of Peru, and were to be consi- 
dered as such : yet this step was taken without 
ever consulting the will of the said officers; and 
certainly had they accepted the honourable 
distinction, it must have been at the expense of 
their oath of fidelity to Chile ; but the object 
was to induce them to consider themselves sub« 
ject to the order of the Protector of Peru, for 
the purpose of forming a plan yet in embryo. 

The Spanish army at Jauja, in the beginning 
of September, spread some alarm in Lima, from 
advices received of their movements. It ap- 
peared that they were determined to attack the 
cajHtal, and on the fifth the following proclama* 
tion was issued at head quarters, by the Protec- 
tor of the liberty of Peru : *' Inhabitants of Lima ! 
It appears that the justice of heaven, tired of 
tolerating for so long a time the oppressors of 
Peru, now guides them to their destruction. 
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Three favndred of those troops who have deso* 
loted- BO tiiauy towns, burnt so many templea 
and destroyed so many thousands of innocent 
Tictima, are at San Mateo, and two hundred 
more at Saa Damian. If they advance on this 
capital, it will be with the design of iramolat- 
iog you to tbeir vengeance; and to force you to 
purchase at a high price your decision, and en- 
thuMasm for independence: vain hope! The 
valiant who have liberated the iliuitrioua fiiw, 
those who protect her in the mo^t diflbmljtiw^ 
meDts, know how to preserve her msiMt-rAe 
fury of the Sfmnish army. Ye», iBh»l»tWrtP'<rf 
this capital, my troops will not abattdop^^aM* 
they and vxjMif V9 going to tciuaifih ifmtr 4lMrt 
anny which, thirsty of our blood and f^ppeity, 
is advancing, or we will perish with honour, 
for we will never witness your disgrace. In 
return for this noble devotion, and that it may 
receive the favourable success of which it is 
worthy, all we require of you is, union, tran- 
quilhty and efficacious co-operation; this alone 
is necessary to ensure the felicity and splendour 
of Peru. — Sap Martin." 
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m the proclamation, spoke to the people ; the 
greatest eathusiasm was displayed, and the na- 
tional hymn was sung three times by all pre** 
mnU when the Protector retired, apd was fol- 
Ipwed to his palace by the music and an im- 
mense concourse of people. 

On the seventh the arpy under San Martin 
took the field at Mansanilla, to the eastward of 
lama ; the Protector occupying the farm house 
of the same name, about a league from the 
city. All the Spaniards residing in Lima 
were immediately collected in the convent of 
La Merced, to prevent any insult from being 
^ered to them ; but a false alarm being given 
to the inhabitants, that the Spanish troops were 
about to enter the city, they immediately sur* 
founded the convent, where they were with 
difficulty prevented from entering and putting 
the Spaniards to death. After order had been 
restored, the prisoners were sent down to 
Ancon, and placed on board two of the trans- 
ports lying there at anchor. The state of Lima 
on the seventh was the most evident proof of 
the determination of the inhabitants to defend 
their city ; men, women, and children of every 
age, colour, and condition, paraded the streets 
with such arms as they could procure ; these 
however were very useless ones, for San Martin 
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public affieurs to think of private resentment, 
and that he might partake in the glories of the 
day on shore, landed at Boca Negra; but not 
wishing to pass through the capital, he chose the 
road leading to La M agdalena, for the purpose 
of crossing the fields to head quarters at Man- 
sanilla. Passing near some mounds of earth, 
called las huacas, three officers on horseback 
were observed standing on one of them, and his 
lordship, supposing them to belong to the Ame- 
rican army, would have gone and asked them 
the news ; but as there was no opening in the 
tapial, or wall-fence, we rode forward and took 
a path leading across the fields, about three 
hundred yards firom the mounds. His lordship 
would not then return, but said to Capt. Crosbie, 
let us haste to head quarters; when, on looking 
to the right, we saw the Spanish infantry defil- 
ing into the lane, about five hundred yards firom 
us ; Lord Cochrane immediately pressed for- 
ward to San Martin's camp, where being imme- 
diately recognized by several officers, a murmur 
of congratulation was heard, and even Guise 
and Spry exclaimed, <^ we shall have some fight- 
ing now the Admiral is come." General las 
Heras, acting as. general in chief, saluting 
the Admiral, begged of him to endeavour to 
persuade the Protector to bring the enemy to 
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group of officers with whom they were con- 
versing, and rode up to the Protector, hoping 
that he was either about to consult them re- 
specting the attack, or to inform them how it 
was to be conducted — but, at this moment, a 
peasant entered the patio, and walked towards 
San Martin, who with most unparalleled com- 
posure lent an attentive ear to his important 
communications. He told the Protector of the 
liberties of Peru, that on the preceding day he 
had seen the enemy, that they were a great 
many, but that he did not know their exact 
number, not being able to count them. These 
and other such important advices were re- 
ceived ; his excellency also questioned him 
as to his situation in life, and the particular em- 
ployment he followed ; whether or not he was 
married, how many children he had, and other 
things equally interesting to a general, when the 
enemy was in sight. As an irrefn^ble proof 
of the patriotism of this Peruvian peasant, he 
took from bis pocket a piece of dry bread, and 
assured his excellency that he had travelled 
from his home to Mansanilla, to report what 
he knew of the enemy without having tasted 
it ; this was an opportunity not to be lost, in 
which the greatness of the hero of South Ame- 
rican independence might display that coolness 
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4fe la Ubertad del Peru;'* when the Protector 
retired to an inner apartment of the house, to 
enjoy his castomary eiesta, afternoon nap, which 
was however disturbed by Greneral las Heras, 
who came to receive orders, and inform his 
excellency that the army was still under arms. 
San Martin observing that it was four o'clock, 
the supper hour for his soldiers, ordered that 
they should receive their rations. 

When San Martin assured Lord Cochrane 
that '* he alone was responsible for the liberty 
of Peru^'* his lordship, convinced that any 
future attempt would be attended with the same 
success, mounted his horse; but Captain Cros- 
bie, still hoping that something would take place, 
requested permission to remain at head quarters, 
which being granted, we rode down to Boca 
Negra, and embarked. 

The British ship of war the Superb was at 
this time in the bay of Callao, and several of 
the officers^ expecting to see the decisive blow 
struck in Peru, repaired to San Martin's head 
quarters, and were astounded at the coolness 
of a general, who, commanding twelve thousand 
men, should first abandon a favourable position 
in which he might have intercepted the march 
of the Spaniards, and then see an enemy com- 
posed of tluree thousand two hundred men 
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such measures, that not one of the enemy can 
escape ; by shutting themselves up in the bat- 
teries of Callao, they have delivered themselves 
up to me, and not one of them shall escape.'^ 
But, to the surprise of all unacquainted with 
the consummate prudence of the Protector, 
Cantarac left the batteries on the seventeenth 
early in the morning, and having crossed the 
Rimac, marched without any molestation into 
the interior ; nothing was done or attempted^ 
except that eight hundred men were ordered to 
follow him and harass his rear, and protect 
such soldiers as might desert. 

Thus General Cantaracr with three thousand 
two hundred men, passed to the southward of 
Lima, in sight of the protecting army of Peru, 
composed of twelve thousand, entered the bat* 
teries of Caliao, where he refreshed and rested 
his troops for six days, and then retired, taking 
with him arms and treasure, and retreating with 
his booty on the north side of Lima, leaving the 
victorious San Martin to publish the following 
proclamation, which appeared in the ministerial 
gazette on the nineteenth : 

^^ It is now fifteen days since the liberating 
army left the capital, resolved not to permit 
that even the shadow of the Spanish flag should 
again darken the illustrious city of Lima. The 
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tiny is irrevocable ; consolidate it by the con* 
slant exercise of those virtues which you have 
shewn in the epoch of conflicts. You are inde-> 
pendent, and nothing can prevent your being 
happy, if you will it so to be. San Martin.** 

It would be an act of injustice not to mention 
here, that General las Heras, wounded to the 
very soul at the conduct of San Martin, which 
cannot possibly bear any other epithet than that 
of cowardice, left the service of Peru, or rather 
of the Protector of Peru, and requested his 
passportto Chile, which was granted. His 
example was followed by several officers of the 
army, who, disgusted with what had taken 
place, preferred obscurity, and even poverty, 
to that odious title which every true soldier and 
patriot detests. 

Had the force under Greneral Cantarac been 
attacked, it must have been beaten : the infe^ 
riority of it in every point, except discipline^ 
ensured success to the patriot arms : these 
were treble the number of the enemy, freshi 
vigorous, and enthusiastic; enjoying the op- 
portunity of choosing the most advantageous 
positions, and in sight of the capital of the coun- 
try, whose liberty they had sworn to defend ; 
while the Spanish division was harassed with a 
kmg march, withoat any persond incitement. 
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of the Spanish troops under General Cantarae, 
the treasures belonging to the government, as 
well as the property of many individuals, had 
been sent down to Ancon and embarked, not on 
board the Chilean frigate Lautaro, then at an- 
chor in that port, but in several merchant ves- 
sels, to prevent them falling into the hands of 
the enemy. On the fifteenth of September Lord 
Cochrane received a letter from Captain Delano, 
who commanded the Lautaro, informing him 
that the state of insubordination in the remains 
of the crew of the Lautaro had risen to a very 
high pitch ; for they observed the daily em- 
barkation of money in the different merchant 
vessels, and this indicated, as ihey supposed, 
the jeopardy in which San Martin was placed 
with the army ; that they saw no probability 
their arrears would ever be paid ; that should 
the enemy be successful they would be con- 
strained to continue in the service, under a pro- 
longation of the sufferings they had already expe- 
rienced ; and that on this account he dreaded 
a mutiny, and consequent plunder of the vessels 
in the bay. 

On hearing this Lord Cochrane went down 
to Ancon in the 0*Higgins, and personally, be- 
fore witnesses, sent on board the flag ship all 
the treasures found on board the different ves- 
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respecting the property taken at Ancon. The 
Creneral requested, and entreated in the most 
urgent terms the restoration of; the treasure, 
promised the faithful fulfilment of all. his former 
engagements, and that the return of this money 
was merely insisted on to saTe the credit of 
the government The Admiral answered, that 
the means for the fulfilment of his engage- 
ments were now ready, and that by sending a 
commissioned officer on board to be a witness 
to the proper distribution ; that this bjsing public 
would certainly save the credit of the govern- 
ment with those individuals to whom it was most 
indebted, and that the landing of the money 
would only be an increase of labour, because 
the persons to whom it was due were not on 
shore. 

San Martin then asserted, that the money 
taken at Ancon was all that the government was 
in possession ofj^ for the most indispensable 
daily expenses ; but to this his lordship replied, 
that had he known that the treasure placed on 
board the schooner Sacramento, forrthe admis- 
sion of which, in silver, the captsun asserted 
that he had to throw overboard part of his bal- 
last, besides seven surrones (bags made of hide) 
of doubloons, and a quantity of brute gold, was 
not the property of the government-^but of his 
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formed of the terms offered by the Admiral ; 
and on the morning of the twentieth Colonel 
Guide was commissioned to accede to such 
as General La Mar should propose, which 
were naturally the most honourable and most 
profitable to the Spaniards. At ten o'clock on 
the morning of the twenty* first the American 
troops entered the castles, and the Peruvian 
flag was hoisted. On the same day the name 
of the Real Felipe was changed into that of 
Castilla de la Independencia ; that of San Mi- 
guel, into Castillo del Sol ; and that of San 
Rafael into Castillo de Santa Rosa. 

Although the tribunals of purification, estab* 
lished by General Cardtald in Upper Peru, and 
in Chile by the President Marco, had been so 
oppressive, and had been so reprobated as un- 
just and tyrannical by the Americans, one was 
established in Lima by San Martin on the twen- 
ty-seventh of September, for the purpose of ex- 
amining the past conduct of the Spaniards, who 
relying on the promises repeatedly made by San 
Martin, had remained in Peru, and taken the 
oath of independence. This proceeding was 
aggravated on the twenty-seventh by a procla- 
mation, stating that '' no Spaniard should leave 
his house, under any pretence whatever, after 
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and (xalvarino, with five officers belonging to 
the former. The seamen who had been paid 
were allured to remain on shore, in hopes of 
the year's pay as a premium ; and when an 
officer from the very vessels of war whose co« 
operation had placed San Mutia at the head 
of the Peruvian government went ashore for 
the purpose of recruiting foreign seamen for the 
future operations of the squadron, against the 
two Spanish frigates still in the Pacific, he was 
incarcerated. But the most infamous transaction 
that can possibly blacken the character of a 
ruler took place on the night of the twenty- 
sixth. 

At midnight Lord Cochrane was informed 
that Colonel Paroissien and Captain Spry had 
been on board the brig of war, Galvarino, and 
shortly afterwards Captain Simpson of the 
Araucano came on board the flag ship, and 
dehvered to his lordship the paper which he 
had received from these two honourable gentle* 
men ; stating, that the squadron of Chile was 
under the command of the General in chief, and 
not under that of the Admiral, who was an 
inferior officer in the service ; and that, conse- 
quently, it was the duty of the captains and 
commanders to obey the orders they mjght 
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iFery congenial to the feelings of the nocturnal 
commisdioners, at that time '' in or belonging 
to" the squadron of Chile. Perceiving that the 
result was not likely to answer their expecta- 
tions, and that Captain Crosbie had left them 
on board the Valdivia and gone to the flag-ship, 
they judged it more prudent to visit the Admi? 
ral, than to run any risk of being compelled to 
do it At one o*clock the boat came alongside> 
and Colonel Paroissien requested an interview 
with his lordship, which was granted; but 
Captain Spry justly thought himself more 
secure in the boat, and remained there. After 
some extraordinary conversation between Lord 
Cochrane and Paroissien, who regretted and 
lamented in the most pathetic manner, ** that 
tiie present unlucky difference between the two 
chiefs should deprive his lordship of the en^ 
joyment of the command of the Peruvian navy, 
(which did not exist) and the possession of pro^- 
perty in Peru, which it was the intention of the 
Protector to present to him," his lordship put a 
stop to the harangue, and said, smiling, ** I do 
not doubt your wishes for my prosperity, Paro- 
issien, but at present I know you would rather 
join me in a bottle of wine than be obliged to 
continue in your regret and lamentation.'* 
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On the fifteenth we reached the Pund in the 
river Guayaquil, and on the eighteenth came to 
an anchor close to the city, where the squadron 
was saluted with twenty-one guns, and the 
compliment was returned with an equal number. 
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governor Escobedo^ who, being at the head 
of the military force, constituted himself the 
supreme political and military chief; but the 
cabildo circulated the necessary convocaticm 
for a meeting of the deputies of the differ- 
ent towns: they met, and Escobedowas de- 
posed, and sent to San Martin's head quar- 
ters* A Junta was now formed of three indi- 
viduals, by the general vote of the deputies ; 
at the head, ad president, was placed Dr« 
Olmedo, the other two being Ximena and Ro- 
ca, who were governing the province <m our 
Mrival ; but the people were very much divided 
m their opinions. Some were in favour of an 
mcorporation with Peru, under San Martin ; 
others with Colombia, under Bolivar; while 
a third party were equally loud in favour cf 
absolute independence, and seemed to support 
their opinions with the most solid arguments. 

A division of the Colombian army ww 
stationed, at this time, at Babaoyo, com- 
manded by General Sucre, with the view of 
mvading ^uito as soon as the season should 
permit ; yet, excepting such troops as bad been 
sent from Ghiayaquil, and placed under the 
command of General Sucre, the armed force 
was under the directi^m of the government ; but 
the fear of being invaded by the Spaniards 
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as rickety as an old basket ; indeed it need 
only be told, that she was a Russian built fir 
vessel, nine years old, and was one of those pre- 
sented by the Emperor to the King of Spain. 
Scarcely a bolt could be found that was not 
loose, her foremast and bowsprit were both 
rotten in the step, the dry rot had taken pos- 
session of the greater part of her timbers; 
and, it may be added, her crew was composed 
of every thing but sailors; for we had only 
thirteen men on board who could be said to 
merit the name, especially if we except the 
officers. Such was her state, that when his 
lordship was asked at Guayaquil, by a gen- 
tleman, if he would come into action with the 
Spanish frigate Prueba ? — *' yes," he answered, 
" I will lay the O'Higgins alongside the Prueba, 
and tell our crew that on board the enemy there 
are no pumps ; this will be quite sufficient to 
secure the victory." The crews of the Indepen- 
dencia, Valdivia, and Araucano were composed 
of the same materials as that of the O'Higgins. 
They had just a sufficient number of seamen 
to steer them, natives of different parts of Ame- 
rica, marines and runaway negroes, with about 
half their complements of officers ; yet such was 
the persevering spirit of the Admiral, and such 
his determination to extinguish the last remains 
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band goods, part of which were still on board • 
When the captain was on shore, the crew rose 
and took possession of the vessels, which they 
immediately named the RetaUation, and went 
to sea. . Their pretence wasu that they were in 
search of the squadron ; this was ridiculous ; 
but as they had committed no depredations 
his lordship did not feel himself justified 
in punishing them, but allowed them after- 
wards to escape from the vessds of war. 
On the fourteenth we made the coast of Mexi- 
CO, the leak of the O'Higgins increasing daily, 
and on the nineteenth we fortunately entered 
the bay of Fonseca or Amapalla, with five feet 
water in the hold, the pumps choaked and 
worn out, without a carpenter on board, without 
buckets to bale her, and without a cooper ; some 
beef casks were slung, and by using every 
exertion, the frigate was brought to an anchor 
under a small island in the bay. Two pumps 
were now taken out of the Valdivia, but they 
proved to be too short for the O'Higgins. Under 
these circumstances his lordship ordered two 
holes to be cut through her sides, on a level 
with the birth deck, and two old pumps were 
placed in them to carry ofi* the water. She 
was thus kept from sinking; but on ex- 
amining the magazine a great part of the 
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All things being ready, we left the bay of 
Fonseca on the twenty- eighth of Decembert 
and on the following night and the five succes- 
sive ones, we were delighted with the sight of 
a volcano in its greatest state of activity. The 
streams of ignited lava rolled down the sides, 
and at intervals enormous masses of fiery mat- 
ter were thrown into the air, and falling on the 
sides of the mountain rebounded and fell 
to the bottom. 

We calculated that our distance from the 
mountain was about thirty miles; we were 
sometimes nearer to it. From its situation we 
conceived it to be San Miguel el Viejo, but of 
this were not quite certain. We sailed along 
the coast, which is generally very bold; in 
8ome parts the forests extend to a consider- 
able distance from the sea side, and near to the 
coast are a great abundance of coco-nut palms ; 
from some of them we procured nuts, but 
they were very small, perhaps from a want of 
«alt at the roots of the trees. This supposition 
is founded on the fact, that I have seen at dif- 
ferent places, where the palms do not grow 
near the sea, that the proprietors had occa- 
sionally put a quantity of salt to the roots, with- 
out which they produced no fruit. In other 
parts the coast was intersected with small ra^ 
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tin de Iturbide, then President of Mexico ; and 
of the bishop of Guamanga, who had been exiled 
from Peru by the Protector, San Martin, and 
who fortunately had been appointed by the go- 
vernment of Mexico to the see of Puebla de 
los Angeles, having exchanged a bishopric of 
twelve thousand dollars a year for one of forty. 
•The President Iturbide had been apprized of 
the arrival of Lord Cochrane on the Mexica n 
coasts by Greneral Waevell and Colonel O'Reilly, 
two officers whom the government of Chile had 
promoted, and to whom they had given pass- 
ports, judging that their services to the state 
were not tantamount to their pay. 

When at Guayaquil we met with these two 
gentlemen. They had impressed the government 
with the hoax, that they were ambassadors from 
Chile to the newly-established authorities in 
Mexico ; but unfortunately the dates of their 
passports by the Chilean government were 
prior to the news of the establishment of the 
new authorities in Mexico. After this anachro- 
nism was discovered. Lord Cochrane requested 
the government to close the port until the Chi- 
lean vessels of war should be ready to sail, to 
which they agreed : this was done to prevent 
any intelligence being given to the common 
enemy. The ambassadors remonstrated, and the 
government, not wishing to offend that of Chile, 
was intimidated ; but, when Lord Cochrane re* 
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On the third of February, after the squadron 
wad under weigh, his lordship received the 
following note from the president of Mexico : 

"Most Excellent Sir, — The governor of 
Acapulco has informed me, by note dated the 
twenty-eighth of January, of your happy ar- 
rival, and that of the squadron you honour by 
commanding, at that port, one of those be<* 
longing to this empire, and adds, that every 
respect has been paid to yourself and those 
who have the glory to serve under you, who 
have been treated as friends, ready to assist us 
in the sacred cause-^the protection of our liber* 
ty. . Interested, as I am, in the prosperity of 
my country, I feel the greatest pleasure in the 
generous offer of your excellency, and the libe- 
ral determination of our brethren of Chile. I 
have ordered the governor of Acapulco to offet 
to your excellency, on the behalf of this go- 
vernment and my fellow citizens,, our most 
grateful acknowledgments. 

" Two commissioners will leave this capital^ 
with orders to communicate to your excellency 
matters of high importance to the state : I hope 
you will receive them as freemen — the repre- 
sentatives of this great empire, and with that 
goodness which is so characteristic of your ex- 
cellency. 



/ 



SOUTH AMERICA. 409 

it . is capacious^ has a good anchorage, and is 
completely land-locked ; so that from the ves- 
sels when at anchor, or from the town, the sea 
cannot be observed; however, the extreme 
heat is highly disagreeable. The town is com- 
posed of a parish church, two convents, and, 
about forty houses, with many huts built of 
reeds and rushes. The inhabitants are a mix^ 
ture of Spaniards, Negroes, Indians, and Chi- 
nese, which in several families that I noticed 
seems to have produced almost a new race of 
mortals; for a great sameness exists in their 
colour and features. The tinge or colour of 
these people is similar to that of the Malay 
tribes : their foreheads broad, eyes small and 
black, rather prominent cheek-bones^ small 
but tolerably well shaped nose, large lips, and 
beardless chin ; their hair black and long, their 
form slender, yet muscular, but none are of a 
high stature. A kind of wild ferocity was visible 
in their countenances, and rather a haughty in 
dependence in their manners, heightened a lit- 
tle, perhaps, with the idea of being now imi- 
perialists ; indeed, every thing here was impe- 
rial : the town, the port, the flag, the market, 
nay, even the language was imperial. The 
greater part of the inhabitants wore a species 
of uniform, mostly composed of a blue nankeen^ 

VOL. III. 3 6 



SOUTH AMEWCA. 4U 

The market ia but indifferently supplied, and 
provisions on the whole are scarce, dear, and of 
an inferior quality. 

The appearance of the country in the neigh- 
bourhood is extremely sterile and naked ; 
6carcely any vegetables are to be seen, the 
sandy mountains rising almost abruptly from 
the water's edge. 

The climate is excessively hot, the access of 
cool air being precluded by surrounding moun- 
tains, and very little benefit is derived from the 
cut or opening made at the north end of the town, 
called la Abra de San Nicolas, for U)e admission 
of the sea*breeze : the winter or wet season ip 
so unhealthy, that few of the white inhabitants 
remain in the town, almost every one retires 
into the interior* 

A large battery stands on an elevation at the 
southern extremity of this place ; it mounts 
thirty-one pieces of heavy artillery, and is 
called the fort of San Diego. It contains bar^ 
racks, magazines, and dungeons, named the 
gaol, carceL 

The town was formeiiy of commercial noto- 
riety, on account of the vessels which arrived 
here, commonly from ManiUa, called naos de la 
China ; but as this traffic will now cease, and on 
account of the mountainous country lyiog be- 
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that seventeen timbers had given way on her 
larboard side ; that for want of pumps the water 
was gaining on them considerably, and the men 
were nearly exhausted with baling. Some logs 
of wood were sent from the O'Higgins, to- 
gether with every man who fancied himself a 
carpenter, and the damage done was soon re- 
paired as well as circumstances would permit. 

On the fifth of March we made the coast of 
Esmeraldas, and early on the morning of the 
seventh we came to an anchor in the port of 
Tacames or Atacames. 

After I had landed, my old subjects were 
both astonished and delighted ; they had heard 
no tidings of me since the year 1812, and sup- 
posed me to be dead. The news that we ob- 
tained here was, that the Spanish general Cms 
Mourgeon arrived at this port from Panama, with 
a number of officers, and eight hundred men, 
on the twenty-fifth of December, and marched 
to join the forces at Quito ; that immediately 
after he left Panama, which was on the twenty- 
eighth of November, the inhabitants rose, and 
declared their independence; and this they did 
although the two frigates Prueba and Vengansa 
had arrived after the departure of Cms Mourgeon; 
these two frigates, they told us, left the port of 
TacameSi^on the first of January, for Guayaquil 
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Md crews should receive from the 'gaTemment 
of Peru all the arreara due to theili ; that those 
who chose to remain in America should enjoy 
all the privileges of citizens ; and that those 
who preferred returning to Europe should have 
Ihe expenses of their passage defrayed by the 
government of Peru. After several inquiries 
made on shore, it appeared, that when the ne* 
gotiations were about to be interrupted by tiie 
mutinous crews and some Spanish officers, who^ 
indignant at the conduct of the captains, an 
tiras selling the Spmiish vessels of war to tl« 
enemies of Spain, began to canvass an opposi'- ^ 
tion, the government of Ckiayaquil availed 
themselves of the subterfuge of having had a 
correspondence widi Lord Cochrane, ydiowith 
the CShilean squadron had anchored in the ba^ 
of La Manta, in^the province of Guayaqml^ on 
his passsige ta the oltpital. This 4itntagem hod 
the desired e£bct : the • officers and crews came 
to the terms offered, rather than decide the con* 
troversy byhonotable warfare. On beiogpo- 
bitively afssuied of* the transaction, and oonscL- 
0*s, < that had not the -Chilean lENpiadromdriven 
them to' <liis last ^iUbtiQin the S^ponii^ - captains 
never would have surrendered tfatir Te8sels,riiis 
lordship on Ae moraiog of the fompteMith>«Mt 
Ci^tain C|«M)ie on beard the VengfaDsa, ^with 
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tad fled to the back of the city, leaving ^e na- 
tives to replace them on the water before day- 
light This, however, was in vain, and the ef- 
fects of Uie preceding night's alarm w^e visible 
ooa the following mining. 

A£ter some correspondence between the 
government and the admiral, it was agreed on 
the luneteenth, that deputies from both parties 
should meet ashore, and adjust such terms a« 
should be most conducive to the public teanr 
quilUty^ and to the honour and welfisure of all 
parties. Accordingly, the government appointed 
the captain of the port, Don Manuel Luauriagay 
Dr. Don Bernab^ Coraejo, and Captain Inda- 
buru. Lord Cochrane appointed Captain Cros- 
bie, Captain Cobbett, and mysdf. Having 
QQiet at the cavildo, Uie following articles were 
agreed to, and immediately ratified by Olmedo, 
^mena, and Roca (forming the junta of go- 
vernment) and Lord Cochiape. 

^ First.^ — ^The frigate Ver^gansa dk^H remain 
as belonging to the government of Guayaquil; 
she shall hoistthe flag of this state, wluch shall 
be saluted by the Chilean* 

^ Second. — ^The state of Guayaquil guaran- 
tees to tlie Chilean squadron under the ceapon- 
sibility of forty thousapd ddlars, that the fngate 
Vengansa shall not be ddiv^red to, nor negoti- 
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note to Lord Cochrane, expressing the highest 
sentiments of respect for the most important 
services which the free states of America had 
received from him, assuring him, at the same 
time, that Guayaquil would always be the first 
to honour his name, and the last to forget his 
unparalleled services, to which she owed her 
emancipation from the yoke of Spain. 

On the twentieth the Guayaquil flag was 
hoisted on board the Vengansa by Captain Lusu- 
riaga and Captain Crosbie, to whom the Peru- 
vian and Chilean flags were delivered. The 
O'Higgins immediately saluted the flag with 
twenty-two guns, and the salute was returned 
from the guns placed on shore ; and afterwards 
the gunboats hoisted the Chilean flag, and sa- 
luted it with twenty-two guns. 

It having been asserted in Peru, before Lord 
Cochrane left the bay of Callao in October, 
1821, that he would supply the garrisons of the 
fortresses with provisions, on condition that they 
would not surrender to San Martin, his lordship 
availed himself of the present opportunity with 
General la Mar, who was the governor of 
Callao, and who being now at Guayaquil, to 
write to him through the hands of the govern- 
ment, requesting him to answer, whether he 
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April at the small port of Huambacho^ on 
the coast of Peru, where to our surprise and 
astonishment the alcalde of the Tillage shewed 
his lordship a written order from San Martin» 
stating that should any of the vessels of war 
belonging to Chile touch at the said port, he 
was to forbid their landing, and to deny theiA 
any assistance whatever, and not even to al- 
low them to wood or water there. 

Exasperated at this conduct, his lordship 
proceeded to Gallao, but not before he had con- 
vinced the alcalde, that he had not the power to 
enforce such orders from his master. We 
arrived at Gallao on the twenty-fifth, where the 
first object of instability in the new govern- 
ment which we observed was five different 
Peruvian flags flying in the bay and on the 
batteries. 

We here found the Prueba under Peruvian 
colours, and commanded by one of the captains 
who had deserted the Chilean squadron; but 
such was the dread that Lord Cochrane would 
take possession of her, that she was immediately 
hauled close in shore under the batteries, her 
guns housed, her ports closed, and so crammed 
she was with soldiers, for her defence, that 
three men died with suffocation the night after 
our arrival. I was assured, that no less than two 
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Commercial Code at Lima Proviadal Statntaa apiwwiiflwL LHwity of the 

Press Poffeignere declared amenable to the Laws Institntioii of the 

Order of the San New Commercial Roles Titles chaBged......Order 

to coorene the Coustitnent Coi^7e6s....Saii Martin delegates his Authority 

to the Marquis de Torre Tag^. San Martin leares Lama and ratoms... 

Anny defeated mder Tristan at lea. State of Lima oo oar Arrival...... 

Visit of Mootaagado to Lord Cochrane San Martin annals the Treaty 

at Goayaqail Exile of Spaniards iinom Lina......Lord Cochrane leataa 

CaOao for Valparaiso Spanish Vessels that sorrendered to the'Chileaa 

Squadron CouYentioa of Chile meets Mootaagado exiled from Lima 

Disturbances in Chile San Martin arrives at Valparaiso. 

0*Higgins abdicates.... ..Lord Cochrane leaTes the Facific 

On the eighth of October, 1821, the provisional 
commercial code or reglamento was published ; 
but, agreeably to the short sighted colonial 
system, only Gallao and Huanchaco were de* 
clared free ports to all friends and allies. This 
reglamento established, that all vessels should 
within ten hours after their arrival deliver up 
their bills of lading ; within forty-eight begin to 
unload, or leave the port within bi:^ days. 

Within the said forty-eight hours a consig- 
nee, being a citizen of Peru, was to be named 
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The most extraordiDary article iDserted in 
this reglamento was, that goods landed at Hu« 
anchaco, the port to Truxillo, were not to pass 
the river Santa, under the penalty of being 
seized as contraband. 

On the ninth of October the provisional 
statutes and administration of justice were 
sworn to by the government ; and the creation 
of the Order of the Sun was announced with 
the greatest possible pomp. . 

On the thirteenth the liberty of the press 
was declared, permitting any individual to 
publish freely his thoughts, without any previ-^ 
ous revision or approbation ; ' but all abuse 
of religion or of the principles of mofality^ 
every thing likely to disturb public tranquillity^ 
or to wound the honour, of any citizen, to be 
subject to the penalty inflicted by the jwta 
conservadora of the liberty of the press. 

On the seventeenth an order of the govern- 
ment was published, establishing all foreigners 
residing in Peru in the right's of citizenship^ 
subjecting them at the same time to the laws of 
the country, and the orders of the government^ 
and depriving them of the intervention of the 
commanders of the vessteli^ of war belonging to 
Uieir respective nations. All foreigners were also 
declared liable to take arms in the support of 
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itate of Pern ; to mamtain public order^ and to 
procure the general felicity of America, devot* 
ing to those ends my life and my property.** 

Twenty-six founders were named by the 
Protector, who constituted himself Pruident 
of the order ; among these were included two 
captains who had abandoned the Chilean squad- 
ron at Callao ; one hundred and thirty-eight of 
well-deservers, including Captain Spry; and 
one hundred and two associates or fellows, 
among whom were die dean of the cathedral^ 
five counts, two marquises, five generals, seven 
friars^ canons of the church, shopkeepers, sur- 
geons, ferment and deserters from the Chilean 
squadron. 

Not content with this creation of male no- 
Ittlity, one hundred and twelve knightesses ot 
the sun were nominated, including two coun- 
tesses, four marchionesses, and of every class^ 
even to Dona Rosa Campusano, the favourite of 
his excellency, the creator of the order ; and to 
cmnplete the corps, thirty-two nuns were 
added, who might have been hcHioured with 
the ancient Peruvian title of Virgins of the Sun. 
The Honourable and Illustrious Don Bernardo 
Monteagudo was ^4>pointed secretary, and Ge- 
neral the Honourable D(m Diego Paroissien 
master of the ceremonies, pro tern. 
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under the assurance of manumission, should the 
crime of occultation be proved. On the thirty*^ 
first of October a new tariff for the coasting 
trade was published, superseding the one of 
the twenty-eighth of September, with the ad- 
dition of the ports of Nasca, Canete, and Pa^' 
casmayo, and also allowing foreigners to sell 
their own cargoes, without the intervention of a 
native consignee, on their paying twenty-five> 
instead of twenty per cent. ; and on the twenty- 
first of November all foreigners, as well as citi- 
zens, being merchstnts, were ordered to enrol 
their names at the consulado, (board of trade,) 
that they might all be equally taxed with such 
contributions as the government might judge 
necessary to exact. 

Several Spaniards. having been apprehended 
and sent to the public gaol, accused of sedition 
and conspiracies, were sentenced, on the twen- 
tieth of November, eight to a confiscation of 
their property, and exile to Europe, and thir- 
teen to partial confiscation, and exile to Chan- 
cay for two months. 

On Sunday the sixteenth of December the 
knights of the order of the sun were decorated 
with the insignia, by the president of the high 
chamber of justice^ alta camara de justicia. in 
the presence of his Excellency the Protector of 
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solar nobility were permitted by the same det 
cree to place on theirs a sun, with the initials 
of the class to which they belonged in the cen« 
tre. It was also ordered on the same day, that 
those persons who had enjoyed titles during ib» 
Spanish domination, under the name of titles 
of Castile, should enjoy the same honours under 
the appellation of titles of Peru, or change 
them for such as might appear more congenial 
to the then existing state of things. Thus we 
have a republic with counts, marquises, vis- 
counts, &c. which is certainly an anomalyt and 
worthy of the wisdom that planned it 

On the twenty^seventh, the Protector, with 
the adyice of the council of state^ ordered, that 
on the first of May, 1822, the general consti- 
tuent congress of Peru should meet in the capi>- 
tal ; and that proxies should be named for sudi 
provinces as were oppressed' by the ^lemy; 
The object of this congress was to be, only, the 
definitive form of die established government 
and the formaticMi of a constitutiim most premier 
lor Peru, aoooiding to the circumstances of its 
territory and population: any odier powers 
given to the deputies to be considered null and 
of BO efiect. 

It was further ordered, that a previous coai^ 
mittee be appointed in Lima, to draw up the 
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also eontaifted other articles respecting Spa- 
niards residing in Peru. 

On the third of March the Protector an^ 
iiounced in Lima^ that having touched at HuaiH 
chacQ in his passage to Goayaquil, he received 
official communication that the Liberator of Co* 
lombia had changed bis plans, and would not 
be at Guayaquil as was expected ; he had, iii 
^consequence, returned to Callao; but that it was 
bis will that the Marquis de Torre Tagle should 
continue in the fuU exercise of the authority de^ 
legated to him« San Martin then retired to th^ 
country residence of the ex^vicetoy Pesuela^ 
at La Magdalena, which village . immediately 
changed its name to that of the town of the freey 
^' pueblo de los libres/' 

On the thirty- first of March the> Spanisfa 
frigate Prueb^ arrived at CaDao, and was .im-^ 
mediately delivered up to the Peruvian gdvenn 
ment by her commander, Larrigada, accorrdiiig^ 
to the treaty concluded in Guayaquil om tbe^ 
sixteenth of February. The supreme delegfate 
immediately went on board, and the Peruvian 
flag being hoisted, the name of the frigate was 
changed to that of Protector. Again^ this 
acquisition was '' the iinit of the enthusiasm,' 
and sacrifices of the officers and soldiers who 
were present at the important moment, as 
witnesses of (his meifiomfaie s^cesa" 
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able an appointment. However, on the thirteenth 
of April, the following proclamations appeared 
in Lima : '' Limenians ! The division o^ the 
south, without having been beaten, has beea 
surprised, and dispersed ; in a long campaign 
all cannot be prosperity ; you know wy charac- 
ter, and you know that / have always spoken 
the truth to all — I do not mean to search for 
consolation in conflicts, notwithstanding I dare 
to assure you, that the iniquitous and tyrannical 
empire of the Spaniards in Peru will cease in 
the year twenty-two.— I will make an ingenu- 
ous confession to you : it was my intention to 
go in search of repose after so many years of 
agitation, but I believed your independence 
was secured ; some trifling danger now presents 
itself, and so long as there remains the least 
appearance of it, until you are free you shall not 
be left by your faithful friend, — San Martin." 

" Companions of the United Army ! — ^Your 
brothers in the division of the south have not 
been beaten, but they have been dispersed ; to 
you it belongs to revenge this insult : you are 
valiant, and have known long ago the path to 
glory ! Sharpen well your bayonets and your 
swords! The campaign of Peru shall finish in 
this year I Your old general ensures it ; prepare 
then to conquer !— ^an Martin.'* 
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WEB ta have been done. Fear not, the army 
that drove them twice from the capital, is ready 
to punish them a third time, and to punisti 
them for ever I " Had the action taken place 
at any great distance from the capital, the truth- 
of the transaction might have remained for 
some time enveloped in mystery ; or had the 
inhabitants of Lima not already been taught by 
the Spaniards to become sceptics, this furious 
bombast might have been believed ; but the 
accbunt was soon rightly explained by the few 
who escaped, and who arrived at Lima ; these 
were but few: the number that fortunately 
found an opportunity to take to their heels, 
and availed themselves of their swiftness, were 
very quickly secured, and sent to Gallao, to 
prevent as much as possible a circulation of 
the truth. 

On the night of the seventh of April the 
Spaniards under Gantarac and Garetald ad^* 
vanced on the Americans under Tristan, who; 
for want of the most ordinary precautions, 
were completely surrounded, and at day break,* 
with the exception of the general, part of his 
staff, and a few officers, the whole division was 
in the power of the enemy. The loss of the 
liberating army was about two thousand men 
killed or taken prisoners, five thousand mua^. 
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and repeated by the Protector, botii before and 
after he assumed this title, in violation of jus* 
tice and reason, and all contributing to produce 
discontent, disunion, and anarchy. 

The enemy were victorious, the patriots 
dreaded some dire reverse, the remains of the 
army were discontented, finding that not one 
promise made to them had been fulfilled ; the 
gold and silver had disappeared, and paper 
money had been issued by the government ; the 
contributions were increasing, and were exacted 
at the point of the bayonet ; while the Protector 
of the liberty of the country, after having been 
employed for six months in creating orders of 
knighthood, establishing tribunals^ sketching em- 
broideries, and inventing uniforms, had retired 
to his country house, to rest from his labours ! 

Many individuals who, when we left Callao 
in October, 1821, condemned the conduct of 
Lord Cochrane in taking possession of the 
money at Ancon, were now convinced that it 
was not only a warrantable but an indispensable 
step to be taken for the preservation of the 
siquadron of Chile, and of ^ood faith with 
the crews. The non-fulfilment of the pro- 
mises made to the regiment of Nun^ancia had 
forced them to declare that they would not 
march out of Lima against the enemy, ' and 
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house of the supreme delegate was prepared 
for his reception. But his lordship most 
courteously begged to be excused ; and Mon- 
teagudo retired not well pleased with what 
,be had observed in the countenances of all on 
board, a species of the most supreme contempt; 
notwithstanding that, he wore his blazing 
sun of the first order, his ribbons, his em- 
broideries, and was accompanied by his mili- 
tary esccHl. 

The greatest discontent reigned on shore 
among the Chileans : it had circulated, that no 
Chilean would be promoted nor employed by 
the present government of Peru. Whether 
such was or was not leally the determination 
of the government might be difficult to prove ; 
but the fact was, that only one of the nine ge- 
nerals made by San Martin belonged to Chile, 
and the ratio among the subalterns was even 
smaller. 

The Protector of Peru, having been informed 
of the treaty at Guayaquil, respecting the 
Vengansa and the Emperor Alexander, sent 
down Captains Carter and Young to take the 
command of them. This was acceded to by 
the government of Guayaquil, and the two 
vessels again hoisted the Peruvian flag, although 
the Alexander, bona fide, belonged to Mr. Hen* 
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-board a vessel, where for two days no provi- 
sions were distributed to them, and they were 
forbidden to hold any communication with their 
disconsolate wives and families, who surrounded 
the vessel in boats, and rent the air with their 
shrieks and lamentations. On the first night 
two old gentlemen died on board the Milagro 
for want of clothing and food; and many 
would certainly have perished had not the mer* 
cy of San Martin been extended so far as to 
sell them passports. He allowed the purchasers 
to pass from the Milagro to neutral vessels, for 
the purpose of leaving Peru for ever; but 
many of them dared not go to Spain, be- 
cause they had remained in Lima when La 
Serna left it with the Spanish army, and had 
afterwards subscribed to the independence of 
the country. Some passports were sold at one 
thousand dollars, others at ten, according to 
the quality of the purchaser ; and those whose 
finances deprived them of the possibility of 
purchasing their liberation, were sent to Chile 
in the Milagro; which vessel, for this most 
honourable expedition, had been newly named, 
and was now called the Monteagudo : a com^ 
pliment in every respect merited by that great 
minister. 

Had General San Martin followed a different 
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dangerous persons in America, and that many 
of them would ha?e employed themselyes in 
thwarting the operations of the newly-oonsti* 
tuted authorities ; but this ' mental conviction 
could not sanction such a proceeding as the one 
just stated, and at which humanity shudders* 
But it is now time to wind up the eventful 
history of the proceedings of the Protector of 
Peru; however, before I lose sight of her 
shores, perhaps for ever, I must add one more 
trait of his barbarity. A female in Lima had 
dared to speak ill of San Martin, at the time 
that a contribution was extorted from her at the 
point of the bayonet; she was apprehended, 
taken to the great square, an accusatory libel 
was fastened to her breast, a human bone was 
put into her mouth, and tied behind her head ; 
a halter was hung round her neck, and in this 
manner she was forced to parade the streets, 
led by the common hangman ; she was then ex- 
iled to Callao, where the poor creature died on 
the second day after her arrival. 

Before Lord Cochrane left the bay of Callao 
he addressed a letter to Colonel Sanches, an 
officer belonging to the Chilean troops, express- 
ing his ardent desire for the complete success 
of his adopted countryman; to this note he 
received the following answer : — *' Our best 
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are rewarded ; the naval power of Spain in the 
Pacific has succumbed, it is now extinguished, 
the following vessels having surrendered to the 
unceasing efforts of the squadron of this free 
state : 

Frigate Pniebaof 50 guns 

Frigate Esmeralda of. 44 

Frigate Vengansa of. 44 

Ship Reaolution of. 34 

Ship Sebastiana of. 34 

BrigPesuelaof 18 

Brig Potrillo of 16 

Schooner Prosperina of.... . 14 

Schooner Aransasu, seventeen gunboats, and 
the armed merchant ships Aguila and Begona at 
Guayaquil, and others employed as block shipa 
at Callao. It is highly gratifying to me, after 
labouring under such difficulties as were never 
before witnessed on board of vessels of war, ta 
announce the arrival of the Chilean squadron in 
Valparaiso, its cradle ; where, owing to its con- 
stant services in the cause of the liberty and in- 
dependence of Chile, Peru, Colombia and 
Mexico, it is the object of admiration and gra- 
titude to the inhabitants of the new world. — I 
have the honour to be, &c. (Signed) Cochrane/' 
A few days after our arrival at Valparaiso, 
his lordship visited the capital of Chile, and so- 
licited permission to retire for six months to his 
estate of Quintero^ unless his services might be 
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in the supreme executive authority, with 
the following compliment : '^ The representa^ 
tives of Chile most sincerely thank your excel"* 
lency for the wisdom with which you have 
managed the affairs of the nation ; when a con* 
Btitution is formed that shall specify the time of 
the fatigues of the magistrates, the representa- 
tives may admit of your resignation, and then 
your excellency will enjoy your retirement in 
glory, and future generations will sing hymns of 
love and gratitude to your name.*' 

The first meeting of the preparatory conven- 
tion was on the twenty-ninth, at ten o'clock in 
the morning. 

On the twenty-first of September, 1822, 
the news arrived in Chile, that Don Bernardo 
Monteagudo had been deposed from the mi- 
nistry, and exiled from Peru. 

The following are extracts from the papers 
published in Lima : 

'' Lima had scarcely obtained a glimpse of a 
flattering futurity, when a cunning, froward, 
and saucy individual, a traitor to the confidence 
of the government that had elevated him to the 
ministry, began to stifle our patriotism and its 
defenders. This insolent minister reward ed all 
praise- worthy services with the most gross invec- 
tives, and the most scandalous persecutions. 
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monster of whom we speak) an enemy who at 
any price would have sacrificed him. How 
many victims has he not sacrificed in his one 
year*s ministry ! More than eight hundred ho- 
nourable families have been by him reduced to 
extreme indigence> and the whole city to a 
state of misery. 

*' Among the patriots at Lima, nothing was 
thought of but where they might find an asylum 
in a foreign land. Without agriculture, com- 
merce, industry, personal security, property, 
and laws, what is society but a mansion of the 
most afflicting torments ! 

** The religion of . our forefathers suffered an 
equal persecution in its ministers and its tem- 
ples ; these were deprived of their riches, not 
for the service of our country, but for the re- 
ward of espionage, and to deceive us with use- 
less trickeries. The satellites of this bandit 
were equally despotic with himself, and com- 
mitted, under his protection, the most horrid 
crimes. This is not a proper place in which to 
insert the baseness with whi^ch he abused the 
delicacy and debility of females. Fathers of 
families **** every man was intimidated ; every 
feelling man wept because all were the victims 
of the caprice of this insolent despot, who made 
an ostentation of atheism and ferocity. 
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that the felicity of the country depended on its 
increase of industrious inhabitants. Owing to 
thiBf none have established themselves in Lima, 
it being Mrorthy of observation, that not even 
one person has purchased a house or any im* 
moveable property. And is not this a proof of 
general disgust and a want of eonfidence ? 

*' In fine, such repeated acts of despotism 
irritated the people of Lima to that degree, that 
an explosion became inevitable. In eight days 
after the Protector left the capital, his insults 
to the patriots were incalculable. He caballed 
in the most barefietced manner to place in the 
coming congress his own creatures. He hurried 
off those whom he had sentenced to exile, be- 
cause they were the favourites of the people ; 
and in the exercise of his fury Lima took the 
alarm." 

On the twenty-fifth of July the people of 
{ima assembled in the plasa, and insisted im a 
cavildo abierto, a public meeting of the corpo* 
ration ; this was immediately complied with, 
and the general voice of the people was, '' let 
the minister Monteagudo be deposed, let him 
be tried, let him experience the severity of the 
law." At seven o'clock in the evening of the 
same day, a note was addressed by the corpo- 
latipn to the Supreme Delegate, requesting that 
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iDg he left the port. This ambitious individual 
was assassinated at Lima on the night of the 
twenty-eighth of January, 1825, . having re- 
turned under the protection of Bolivar, and the 
expectation of being replaced in the ministry. 

While these affairs were transacting in Lima, 
the Protector, San Martin, was at Guayaquil, 
where he had proceeded for the purpose of soli- 
citing troops from Bolivar, for the. prosecution 
of his campaigns in Peru. . It is impossible to 
ascertain what took place in the private confer- 
ence between those two chiefs, but the result 
was not at all favourable to San Martin, for he 
returned in dudgeon to Callao, when to his sur- 
prise and mortification, he was informed, that 
his arch-minister had been exiled for ever during 
his absence. Before his excellency ventured 
on shore, he had an interview with the principal 
officers of the army ; who assured him that the 
troops were faithful to him, and under this cer- 
tainty he presented himself at the palace in 
Lima, where in the most unbecoming language, 
he reprobated the whole of the proceeding, 
threateped his councillors of state, the corpora- 
tion and the city itself, and declared, that he 
should immediately recall Monteagudo and re- 
instate him in the ministry. Notwithstanding 
the deference and respect which he had been 

• 

accustomed to receive from every one who ac- 
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hit country mansion, until the twentieth of Sep-* 
tember, when the sovereign congress inet» 
from which be received on the same day the 
following official communication : 

*' Most Excellent Sir, — ^The sovereigb con- 
gress considering that the first duty of a free 
people is to acknowledge their gratitude to the 
authors of their political existence and their 
felicity, convinced that the country of the Sun 
owes this incomparable benefit to the efibrts of 
your excellency, have decreed to you a vote of 
thanks to be presented to you by a deputation 
of the house. 

'' The Peruvian nation flatters itself that 
its gratitude is equal to the efficacious efibrts 
which your excellency has made, destroying, 
like the thunder-bolt on the celebrated mountain 
that witnessed the last days of Lautaro, the 
iron power of Spain in the country of the Incas. 

** The congress manifests, in this communi- 
cation, the sincerity of their votes, which shall 
be expressed in the first act of their sessions, 
and which cannot be obliterated by the hand of 
time ; holding Greneral San Martin as the first 
soldier of their liberty. 

** By the order of the congress we commu- 
nicate this to your excellency, for your intelli- 
gence and satisfaction. God preserve your ex* 
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the confidence which you alone ought to inspire 
in the absolute independence of your decisions. 
My presence. Sire, in Peru, considering that 
power which I have left, and the force which I 
should possess, is inconsistent with the morale 
of the sovereign body, and with my own opinion; 
because no forbearance on my part would de- 
fend me from the shafts of malediction and 
calumny. Sire, I have fulfilled the sacred pro. 
mise that I made to Peru ; I have seen her re- 
presentatives assembled ; the force of the enemy 
does not menace the independence of a people 
determined to be free, and who possess the 
means of being so. A numerous army under 
the direction of chiefs inured to war is ready 
to march in a few days, to terminate the con- 
test for ever. Nothing remains but to offer to 
your sovereignty the expression of my most 
sincere gratitude, and the firm assurance, that if 
at any time the liberty of the Peruvians should 
be threatened, I will dispute the honour of ac- 
companying them as a citizen to defend their 
freedom on the field of battle. 

" May God preserve your sovereignty for 
many years.— Free Town, September 20th, 1822. 
( Signed) Jos6 de San Martih." 

" To the Sovereign Congress of Peru.^' 
The following, being the last proclamation 
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'' May success preside over your destioiefit 
and may they be crowned with felicity and 
peace. Free Town, September, 20th, 1822. 
(Signed) San Martin." 

Had San Martin been sincere, even in his 
last assurances, or had he been conscious that 
his services would have been of public utility ; 
if, as a citizen, his modesty would not allow 
him to take upon himself the chief command 
of the force of the country, he certainly ought 
not to have abandoned Peru, when he was 
well aware that the army of the enemy was 
almost under the very walls of the capital ; for 
he himself confesses, that a numerous army 
would march in a few days to terminate the war 
for ever: this march, however, would never 
have been necessary, had he followed the 
Spanish army when it evacuated Lima, if he had 
brought the army under Canterac to an action, 
or if he had headed his troops at lea. The chil- 
dren of his compatriots will ^^ pronounce the 
true verdict," not, I regret to say, an honourable 
one to San Martin ; indeed thousands of them 
have already shed their blood on those plains 
which they might have cultivated in peace and 
security under the protection of their own con- 
stituted authorities and laws. It is impossible 
that a consciousness of not having fulfdled those 
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tero, where he received the following communi- 
cation from Peru : 

^^ The sovereign constituent congress of 
Peru, contemplating how much the liberty of 
Peru owes to the Right Honourable Lord 
Cochrane, by whose talents, valour and con- 
stancy the Pacific has been freed from our 
most inveterate enemies, and the standard of 
liberty has been displayed on the coasts of 
Peru, resolves that the junta of government, in 
the name of the Peruvian nation, do present to 
Lord Cochrane, Admiral of the squadron of 
Chile, expressions of our most sincere gratitude 
for his achievements in favour of this country, 
once tyrannized over by powerful enemies, now 
the arbiter of its own fate." 

'' The junta of government obeying this, will 
command its fulfilment and order it be printed, 
published and circulated. — Given in the Hall of 
Congress, Lima, the 27th of September, 1822. 
(Signed) Xavier de Luna Pizarro, president- 
Jose Sanches Carrion, deputy secretary — Fran- 
cisco Xavier Marreategui, deputy secretary." 

" In obedience we order the execution of 
the foregoing decree. (Signed) Jose de la Mar, 
Felipe Antonio Alvarado, El Conde de Vista 
Florida, by order of his Excellency Francisco 
Valdivieso.'' 
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in Chile^ this was impossible. Lord Gocfarane 
was bound by his allegiance to die existing go- 
vernment, not to become a party in any faction 
and his own honour would not allow him to join 
General Freire, by whom he was solicited, al- 
though he was convinced that the authority of 
O'Higgins must succumb ; he therefore deter* 
mined to proceed to Rio de Janeiro, and to act 
there as afiairs might present themselves. 

On the nineteenth of January, 1 823, his lord- 
ship embarked for the Brazils; but before 
quitting Chile he drew up the two following 
addresses : 

'' Chileans, my Compatriots, — ^The common 
enemy of America has fallen in Chile. Your 
tri-coloured flag waves on the Pacific, secured 
by your sacrifices. Some internal commotions 
agitate Chile : it is not my business to investi- 
gate their causes, to accelerate or to retard 
their effects : I can only wish that the result 
may be most favourable for all parties. 

" Chileans, — ^You have expelled from your 
country the enemies of your independence, do 
not sully the glorious act by encouraging dis- 
cord, promoting anarchy, that greatest of all 
evils. Consult the dignity to which your he- 
roisiu has raised you, and if you must take any 
steps to secure your national liberty, jud^^e for 
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South America wave every where triumphant, 
protecting that intercourse between nations 
which is the source of their riches^ happiness, 
and power. 

" If, for the furtherance of this great object, 
some restraints were imposed, they were no 
other than those which are practised by all 
civilized states ; and though they may have af- 
fected the interests of a few who were desirous 
to avail themselves of accidental circumstances 
presented during the contest, it is a gratification 
to know that such interests were only post- 
poned for the general good. Should there be any, 
however, who conceive themselves aggrieved 
by my conduct, I have to request that they will 
make known their complaints, with their names 
affixed, through the medium of the public press, 
in order that I may have an opportunity of a 
particular reply. 

*' I trust you will do me the justice to be- 
lieve, that I have not determined to withdraw 
myself from these seas while any thing remains 
within my means to accomplish for your benefit 
and security. 

'' I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your 
faithful obedient servant, Cochrane.'* 

THE END. 
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